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HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

December  31st,  1957 


HIS  WORSHIP  THE  MAYOR  (Alderman  T.  S.  W.  Smart) 


Aldermen  : 

ARTHUR  FRANK  CLARK 
ALFRED  LOVELL 


ALFRED  HASLAM 
LILIAN  MARY  MILLER 


Councillors  : 


WILLIAM  JOHN  ALLUM  ( Chairman ) 

ALICE  JEANETTE  BURROWS 
JAMES  CYRIL  HARRY  BUTCHER 
AMY  LETTICE  CURLL  HUMPHREYS 
EDITH  MORRIS 

HENRY  GEORGE  WHEELER  (Vice-Chairman) 


Non-Members 

NANCY  A.  SHARP 

SAMUEL  MARTIN  JENNER,  M.B.,  B.S., 
M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  D.Obst. R.C.O.G. 


PERCY  BELCHER 
IRIS  BOSIER  BUTCHER 
WILLIAM  DAVID  COWING 
GEORGE  GRIMSHAW  HAMMOND 
JAMES  PHILIP  WALLACE 
ARTHUR  LOCKWOOD 


of  the  Council : 

CLAUD  VERITY  GLEDHILL,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
CYRIL  FRANCIS  WRIGHT,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 
H.  WILLIAMS,  M.P.S. 
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STAFF  AT  DECEMBER  31st,  1957 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

E.  HUGHES,  M.D.,  D.P.H.,  D.P.A. 


Deputy  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

G.  M.  O’DONNELL,  B.A.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  B.A.O.,  D.P.H. 


Assistant  Medical  Officers  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officers  : 

VIOLET  FRASER,  M.B.,  B.S.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P. 

ETHEL  A.  FISHER,  M.Sc.,  M.B.,  B.Ch.,  D.R.C.O.G. 

BRIAN  ARTHUR  SMITH,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.P.H. 

URSULA  MARY  ANDERSON,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 
HARRY  IAN  LOCKETT,  M.B.,  B.S.,  D.R.C.O.G. 


Medical  Officers  (Part-time)  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  : 

A.  J.  H.  HARDY,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P.,  M.R.C.O.G. 

P.  W.  F.  McILVENNA,  L.R.C.P.,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.F.P.S. 


Public  Analyst : 

T.  McLACHLAN,  A.C.G.F.C.,  F.I.C. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  : 

J.  GREEN,  M.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Deputy  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 

H.  SYRAD,  A.R.S.H.,  M.A.P.H.I. 


R.  W.  BASHFORD 

D.  V.  C.  COOPER 
A.  D.  E.  HARDING 

E.  CARSON  (commenced  1.7.57) 


Public  Health  Inspectors  : 

J.  CARTER 
H.  MORTIMORE 


Superintendent  Health  Visitor  : 

Miss  M.  WEBBER,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M.,  H.V. 


♦Miss  H.  A.  MORTIMER 

♦Miss  F.  CLARK 

♦Miss  M.  J.  M.  WILLIAMSON 

♦Miss  J.  SMITH  (commenced  24.9.57) 

Miss  M.  P.  WORDEN  (commenced  7.2.57) 
♦Miss  S.  G.  HANSFORD  (commenced  9.12.57) 


Health  Visitors  : 

♦Miss  R.  M.  UPTON 
♦Miss  O.  M.  JARVIS 
♦Mrs.  A.  ALLISON 
Mrs.  KINGSLEY  (part-time) 

♦Miss  M.  E.  GRANT  (commenced  9.12.57) 
♦Miss  F.  L.  GATES  (commenced  17.7.57) 


*  Combined  Health  Visitor  and  School  Nurse 


Tuberculosis  Visitors  : 

Mrs.  G.  R.  STONE  (commenecd  1.8.57)  Mrs.  L.  E.  MEDWAY 

Tuberculosis  Welfare  Officer  : 

Miss.  B.  I.  HARTLEY 


Non -Medical  Supervisor  of  Midwives 

Miss  L.  F.  MEACHAM,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 

Municipal  Midwives  : 

Miss  E.  J.  ODELL  Mrs.  R.  M.  TEAL  Miss  V.  GARRIGAN 

Miss  M.  P.  W.  DEARLOVE  Mrs.  Y.  M.  TROTTIER  Miss  M.  HALL 


Premature  Baby  Nurse  : 

Miss  S.  K.  BARRACK,  S.R.N.,  S.C.M. 
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Miss  N.  D.  R.  CALVELEY 


Family  Caseworkers  : 

Miss  H.  M.  HARRISON. 


Mental  Deficiency  Officer  : 

Miss  J.  M.  ROBB 

Psychiatric  Welfare  Officer  : 

Mrs.  A.  J.  TREGILLUS 

Duly  Authorised  Officers  : 

C.  E.  HOUSE  D.  WEBB  (relief)  (commenced  22.7.57)  Miss  J.  M.  ROBB)  (relief) 

Chief  Clerk  : 

C.  I.  AUST 

Domestic  Health  Service  : 

(Assistant  Organisers) 

Mrs.  D.  M.  JONES  Mrs.  L.  R.  RUSSELL  (part-time)  Mrs.  H.  A.  FINCH 

Occupation  Centre  : 

Miss  E.  M.  BARKAS  (Supervisor) 

Superintendent,  Queen  Victoria  Institute  : 

Miss  A.  M.  EDWARDS 


Day  Nurseries  : 

Holybrook  House  :  Mrs.  M.  MORRIS  (Matron) 

Victoria  Square  :  Mrs.  E.  S.  MABEY  (Matron) 

Blind  Welfare  Officer  : 

Miss  M.  L.  LOWE 

Home  Teachers  for  the  Blind  : 

Miss  A.  E.  SMITH  Mrs.  M.  E.  P.  HODGE 

Welfare  Officer  (“  Other  Classes]”  of  Handicapped  Persons)  : 

Mrs.  J.  D.  SNOW 

Administrative  Officer  for  the  Purposes  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948  : 

G.  E.  TURNBULL,  A.I.S.W. 


Administrative  Assistant  for  the  Purposes  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

D.  H.  COMERFORD 


OLD  PEOPLE’S  HOMES 
“  Woodlands  ”  : 

G.  HOGG  (Superintendent)  Mrs.  H.  M.  HOGG  (Matron) 

“  Wychcotes  ”  and  “  Warren  House  ”  : 

Mrs.  E.  J.  ABLETT  (Superintendent) 

“  Parkhurst  ”  : 

Mrs.  F.  B.  McADAM  (Superintendent) 

“  Southern  Hill  ”  : 

Miss  A.  T.  KEEGAN  (Superintendent) 

“  Arthur  Clark  ”  : 

Mrs.  A.  K.  DALE  (Superintendent) 

“  Dysons  Wood  ”  : 

Mrs.  G.  R.  MEREDITH  (Superintendent) 
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MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH’S  DEPARTMENT, 

BRISTOL  &  WEST  HOUSE, 

173/4  FRIAR  STREET, 
READING. 


August,  1958 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1957.  Detailed 
comments  on  various  aspects  of  the  Department’s  work  are  made 
in  the  body  of  the  report  and  therefore  I  will  not  refer  to  them  in 
this  Introduction. 

At  the  end  of  1957  we  had  completed  the  first  year  in  our 
new  offices  at  Bristol  &  West  House.  Most  of  the  Department  is 
now  congregated  under  one  roof  and  the  result  has  been  much  closer 
integration  of  the  various  sections  of  the  Department.  Once  again 

I  would  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  for  providing  this 
accommodation. 

I  think  you  will  see  that  although  there  have  been  no  spectacular 
changes  in  our  work  there  has  been  a  steady  development  of  the 
services  provided  under  the  National  Health  Service  Act  and  the 
National  Assistance  Act.  To  a  certain  extent  progress  has  been 
hindered  by  shortage  of  staff  but  we  are  not  alone  in  these  diffi¬ 
culties.  However,  the  Committee  and  the  Council  have  been  most 
understanding  in  our  difficulties  and  I  would  like  to  express  my 
appreciation  of  the  support  which  has  been  given  to  me  by  members 
of  the  Committee  during  the  year.  Our  good  relations  with  the 
medical  and  non-medical  staff  of  the  Reading  &  District  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  with  general  practitioners,  and  with  officers 
of  the  Local  Executive  Council  have  been  maintained  throughout 

the  year. 

Last,  but  not  least,  I  wish  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the 

support  which  has  been  given  to  me  by  all  members  of  the  staff. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

E.  HUGHES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


r? 


https://archive.org/details/b3003145x 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (acres) 

1957 

9,106 

1956 

9,106 

Population  (estimated  June,  1957) 

118,100 

117,900 

Area  Comparability  Factor — 

Births 

_i f  11  mo  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  •••  ••• 

1.01 

1.01 

Deaths  •••  *  *  •  *  *  •  *  *  *  * » »  . . . 

0.95 

0.97 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  rate  books  at 

5 1.3.57  •••  •  •  •  . . .  « . «  •  •  • 

33,831 

33,319 

Rateable  Value 

£2,400,183 

£1,988,899 

Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  (31.3.57) 

£8,029 

£5,090 

Total  cost  of  Services  administered  by  the  Health  Com¬ 
mittee  and  the  Welfare  Services  Sub-Committee  of 
the  Education  Committee  (Medical  Services  only) 
for  the  year  ended  March  31st,  1957  : — 

Expenditure  (Revenue) 

£354,261 

£284,675 

Birth  Rate 


*Live  Births  : —  Total 

Males  Females 

per  1,000  pop . 

Legitimate  ...  ...  1,701  (1651) 

887  (853)  814 

(798) 

14.40 

(14.0) 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  117  (114) 

63  (59)  54 

(55) 

0.99 

(0.96) 

Total  ...  1818  (1765) 

950  (912)  868 

(853) 

15.39 

(14.97) 

*  Infant  deaths  under  one  year  : — 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  » 

.  *  . 

36 

(29) 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

.  .  . 

2 

(3) 

o  1 3<i  •••  •••  •••  • 

*Death  rate  of  infants  under  one  year  per  1 ,000  live  births 

38 

(32) 

Legitimate 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

21.16 

(17.56) 

Illegitimate  ... 

•  •  •  •••  ••• 

17.09 

(26.31) 

Total  ...  ...  ... 

•  ••  •••  •  •  • 

20.90 

(18.13) 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  month 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

29 

(20) 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

15.95 

(11.33) 

*Number  of  stillbirths 

• ♦ •  •••  ••• 

47 

(34) 

*Rate  per  1,000  births  (total  births) 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

25.20 

(18.00) 

*Number  of  domiciliary  stillbirths 

•••  ••• 

8 

(-) 

*Deaths — Net  . 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ••• 

1273 

(1348) 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

•••  •••  ••• 

10.78 

(11.43) 

Number  of  marriages 

*  Registrar-General’s  Returns 

1014 

(1070) 

10 


Number  of  women  dying  in  or  in  consequence  of  childbirth  : — 


From  sepsis . 

— 

H 

From  other  causes  ... 

1 

(-) 

TP  o  t  al  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1 

h 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate 

0.54 

(-) 

Deaths  from  cancer  (all  ages) 

221 

(230) 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages)  ... 

— 

H 

Deaths  from  whooping  cough  (all  ages) 

— 

(1) 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  (under  2  years  of  age) 

1 

(2) 

Tuberculosis  deaths  : — 

Pulmonary 

6 

(9) 

Non-pulmonary 

1 

(1) 

All  forms 

7 

(10) 

Tuberculosis  death  rate  (per  1,000  population) 

Pulmonary 

0.05 

(0.07) 

Non-pulmonary 

0.01 

(0.01) 

All  forms  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0.06 

(0.08) 

( All  figures  in  brackets  refer  to  1956) 

Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Reading  with  those  for  other  Areas; 


Rates  per  1,000  Civilian  Population — 


Births — 

Live  births 

Stillbirths  per  1,000  total  births 


England 

Reading  and  Wales 


15.39  16.26 

25.20  22.62 


Deaths — 

All  causes 


10.78  10.93 


Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births — 

Deaths — 

All  causes  under  1  year  of  age  ...  ...  ...  ...  20.90  21.85 
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METEOROLOGICAL  REPORT,  1957 
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go 
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g* 
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Daily  Mean 
Sunshine 
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1-67 
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3-11 
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LO 

6-44 

9-40 

5-12 

5-01 

3-28 

2-57 

2-15 

1-40 
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Monthly 
Aggregate  of 
Sunshine 
Hours 

51-8 

69-1 

96-3 

153-0 

199-7 

282-1 

158-6 

155-4 

98-5 

79-7 

64-6 

43-5 

1452-3 

Rainfall  and  Temperature  as  Recorded  at 

Forbury  Gardens 

Temperature 

Mean 

Humidity 

92-42 

90-28 

87-93 

85-43 

89-9 

84-03 

CO 

• 

Tp 

00 

86-87 

89-43 

92-9 

CO 

05 

89-64 

Mean 

Minimum 

CO 

CO 

36-93 

41-22 

40  03 

41-35 

49-1 

55-22 

52-52 

00 

Tp 

43-16 
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33-03 
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47-58 
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73-81 

74-19 

65-57 
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49-3 
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00 
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o 
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00 
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Tp 

LO 

CO 
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LO 
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IN 

CO 
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05 
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oo 
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LO 

LO 

LO 

Rainfall 

in 

inches 

1-48 

2-96 

1-49 

•32 

CO 

2-3 

4-05 

2-41 

2-7 

2-13 

2-42 

2-27 

25-83 

MONTH 

January 

February 

March 

April 

May  ... 

June 

July  ... 

August 

September  ... 

October 

November  ... 

December  ... 
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ANALYSIS  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  RESIDENCE,  ETC. 


SEX 


SOCIAL  GROUP— 

I  ...  ... 

II  ...  ... 

Ilia 

b 

c 

d 

e 

IV  a 
b 

V  a 
b 

No  Occupation 


INDUSTRIAL  STATUS.— 
Employers 
Managers 
Branch  Managers 
Managers  of  Offices,  etc. 
Own  Account 
Operative 
Apprentice 
Part-time 

Unpaid  Family  Worker 
Out  of  Work 
No  Occupation  ... 
Retired 

Not  Applicable  ... 

Housewife 

Widow 

Dependant  Child 


ELECTORIAL  WARD— 
Abbey 
Battle 
Castle  ... 
Caversham  East 
Caversham  West 
Church 
East 

Katesgrove 
Minster 
Redlands  ... 
Tilehurst 
Victoria  ... 

West 


PLACE  OF  DEATH— 

Own  Home 

Royal  Berkshire  Hospital 
Battle  Hospital  ... 

Other  Chronic  Sick  Hospital 

Sanatorium 

Mental  Hospital 

Part  III  Accommodation 

Nursing  Home  ... 

Maternity  Home ... 

Other 

ADDRESS  AT  DEATH— 

Inside  Borough 
Outside  Borough 


Male 

Femal 

680 

599 

18 

17 

66 

69 

— 

2 

36 

26 

10 

4 

56 

49 

280 

241 

28 

22 

29 

23 

16 

14 

121 

88 

20 

44 

39 

34 

31 

16 

590 

507 

20 

42 

414 

48 

237 

38 

— 

181 

— 

311 

29 

21 

10 

13!: 

60 

35  i: 

33 

24 

37 

34  1 

60 

731: 

104 

931: 

68 

80 

37 

29!: 

17 

11 

40 

39 

94 

62!i 

28 

21 

92 

85  r 

291 

303: 

114 

79: 

123 

104! 

111 

69: 

4 

41 

11 

13: 

1 

— 

25 

271 

608 

544! 

72 

55: 
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Employment.  I  am  indebted  to  the  Manager  of  the  Employment  Exchange 
)r  the  following  information. : — 

The  number  of  insured  employees  in  the  Reading  area  was  estimated  to  be 
0,700  in  June,  1956  (the  latest  date  for  which  statistics  are  available).  The  main 
idustries  in  which  they  are  employed  are  : — 

Agriculture  and  Horticulture 
Biscuit  manufacture 
Brewing  and  malting 
Building  and  Civil  Engineering 
Distributive  trades 

Engineering  (including  aircraft  and  metal  goods  manufacture, 
vehicle  manufacture  and  repair) 

Furniture  and  shop  fittings 

Government  Service  (National  and  Local) 

Hotel  and  Catering 

Printing  and  Publishing 

Tailoring 

Transport  (Road  and  Rail) 

The  employment  situation  in  the  area  has  remained  fairly  stable  throughout 
he  year,  although  it  has  been  not  quite  so  favourable  as  in  the  preceding  3-4  years 
:/hen  there  was  an  acute  shortage  of  labour.  Demands  for  labour  slackened  in  the 
jitter  half  of  1956  and  this  slight  adverse  trend,  due  to  various  economic  factors, 
as  remained  in  evidence  during  1957.  An  encouraging  feature,  however,  is  that  the 
umber  of  persons  placed  in  employment  did  not  decline.  The  percentage  of  the 
estimated  total  of  insured  employees  in  the  area  who  were  registered  as  unemployed 
laried  between  0.8%  and  1.4%  compared  with  the  National  totals  of  1.1  %  and  1.8%. 

The  number  of  persons  registered  as  unemployed  at  quarterly  dates  during  1957 
;re  given  below  : — 


Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

March 

470 

156 

28 

15 

669 

June 

361 

126 

29 

8 

524 

September  ... 

395 

162 

51 

14 

662 

December 

624 

231 

23 

10 

888 

NUMBER  OF  NEW  CLAIMS  FOR  SICKNESS  BENEFIT  PER  WEEK,  1957 

(Ministry  of  National  Insurance  Returns) 
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CAUSES  AND  AGES  AT  DEATH.  (Registrar-General’s  Return) 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 


(A)  GENERAL 

1957  was  the  first  complete  year  during  which  we  occupied  our  new  office  accom¬ 
modation  at  Bristol  &  West  House — brief  reference  was  made  to  this  in  my  Annual 
Report  for  1956.  There  is  no  doubt  that  the  new  arrangement,  whereby  the  majority 
of  the  sections  are  brought  under  one  roof,  has  greatly  improved  the  ease  of  working: 
in  the  department.  Later  on  in  1958  it  is  hoped  to  bring  the  Mental  Welfare  Section: 
up  from  Friar  Street.  This  will  leave  only  the  Domestic  Help  Section  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  at  its  old  accommodation  at  71  Friar  Street.  Unfortunately  we  have  no  ground 
floor  accommodation  available  in  our  new  offices  and  I  consider  that  ground  floor 
accommodation  is  really  necessary  for  the  Domestic  Help  Service  because  of  the  large 
number  of  elderly  applicants  with  whom  they  have  to  interview. 


(B)  PARTICULAR  SERVICES 

SECTION  21— PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  CENTRES 

No  steps  have  been  taken  to  provide  health  centres  in  accordance  with  Section  21 
of  the  Act.  Towards  the  end  of  1957  we  had  good  news  about  the  new  welfare  clinic 
to  serve  the  Tilehurst  area  and  work  has  been  sanctioned  for  this  to  start  in  1958.  , 
The  clinic  will  be  situated  in  the  middle  of  the  Tilehurst  district  in  the  grounds  of 
The  Laurels.  It  is  hoped  that  a  new  road  will  be  made  to  join  this  site  with  the  St. 
Michael’s  Estate.  Discussions  have  also  taken  place  about  the  possibility  of  improving 
clinic  premises  for  the  Emmer  Green  area  and  the  new  estate  which  is  being  built  at 
Coley  Park.  These  are  two  smallish  estates  which  are  rather  isolated  from  existing 
clinic  premises  and  we  have  under  consideration  the  possibility  of  erecting  small 
buildings  which  contain  the  minimum  amount  of  accommodation  which  is  necessary 
for  an  infant  welfare  clinic  without  the  refinements  which  exist  in  the  larger  clinics 
at  Whitley,  Southcote  and  Tilehurst.  So  fai,  we  do  not  know  whether  the  Ministry 
of  Health  will  sanction  these  clinics  but  if  they  are  approved  they  may  prove  an 
interesting  developmental  step  in  the  evolution  of  infant  welfare  clinics.  The  point  is 
now  being  made  that  it  is  more  convenient  for  mothers  and  children  if  a  larger 
number  of  small  clinics  is  provided  rather  than  a  smaller  number  of  large  clinics, 
although  the  smaller  clinics  inevitably  lack  some  of  the  facilities  of  the  larger  buildings. 

SECTION  22— CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS  AND 

CHILDREN  UNDER  SCHOOL  AGE 

(a)  Infant  Mortality  and  Stillbirths 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  infantile  mortality  rate  was  20.9  per  1,000  live  births 
and  the  neo-natal  mortality  was  15.95.  The  increase  over  last  year  seems  to  be  due 
almost  entirely  to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  congenital  malformations.  The 
stillbirth  rate  was  25.2  per  thousand  total  births.  Comments  on  the  increase  in  still¬ 
births  will  be  found  under  Section  23. 
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The  following  figures  give  the  peri-natal  mortality  in  recent  years  : — 


I.M.R. 

S.B.R. 

P.N.R. 

1948 

34.6 

24.76 

41.90 

1949 

26.2 

21.42 

36.57 

1950 

26.1 

22.75 

38.84 

1951 

28.95 

20.19 

34.91 

1952 

23.19 

26.52 

34.98 

1953 

19.70 

22.75 

32.67 

1954 

29.20 

17.28 

33.39 

1955 

23.60 

23.00 

37.48 

1956 

18.13 

18.00 

30.01 

1957 

20.90  ‘ 

25.20 

38.07 

The  table  on  page  1 8  gives  the  cause  of  death  of  infants  during  the  first  year  of  life. 
b)  Ante-natal  Clinics 

The  decrease  in  attendance  at  medical  sessions  was  maintained  throughout 
he  year  and  their  main  function  now  appears  to  be  the  extremely  useful  one  of 
aking  samples  of  blood  and  on  behalf  cf  general  practitioners  for  examination  at 
he  Pathological  Laboratory. 

The  midwives'  sessions  continued  to  flourish  and  are  held  as  follows  : — 

Star  Lane  Monday  afternoons  (Municipal  Midwives) 

Friday  afternoons  (for  Q.V.I.) 

Saturday  afternoons  (ante-natal  exercises)  (Municipal  Midwives) 

Southcote  Tuesday  and  Thursday  afternoons 

Whitley  Monday  afternoons  (Q.V.I.  Midwives.) 

Thursday  afternoons  (Municipal  Midwives) 

An  interesting  development  at  the  Southcote  Clinic  has  been  the  opening  of  an 
nte-natal  clinic  session  for  the  general  practitioner  maternity  unit  at  Dellwood. 
his  unit  has  never  had  its  own  ante-natal  clinic  and  patients  were  generally  admit- 
!  ed  there  without  having  had  any  examination  by  the  unit's  midwives.  The  advisa- 
ility  of  such  a  clinic  was  mentioned  in  the  discussions  which  took  place  as  the  result 
if  the  receipt  of  the  Ministry’s  Circular  on  toxaemia  of  pregnancy.  We  were  happy 
b  place  the  Southcote  Clinic  at  the  disposal  of  the  staff  at  Dellwood  for  one  session 
er  week.  The  clinic  is  manned  by  the  staff  of  Dellwood  although  our  staff  give  all 
he  help  they  can  in  various  indirect  ways.  The  following  table  gives  particulars 
f  the  attendances  throughout  the  year  at  medical  sessions  at  Whitley  and  at  Star 
ane  Municipal  Ante-natal  Clinic. 


Clinic 

Number  of 
Sessions 
held 

Ante- 

natal 

Post-natal 

New 

Patients 

Re¬ 

attendances 

Star  Lane 

51 

2 

7 

1 

Whitley 

49 

54 

257 

34 

Total  ... 

100 

56 

264 

35 

The  attendance  at  midwives’  sessions  were  as  follows  : — 


No.  of  Sessions  held 

New  Patients 

Re-attendances 

tar  Lane 

100 

340 

914 

Whitley 

52 

127 

470 

outhcote 

103 

182 

774 

Total  255 

649 

2,598 

i 
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SUMMARY  OF  INFANT  AND  MATERNAL  MORTALITY 

RATES  SINGE  1908 


Year 

Population 

c n 

A 

4-> 

H 

•  r-1 

PQ 

o 

6 

£ 

Birth-rate 
per  1,000 
Living 

No.  of  Infant 

Deaths 

Infant 

Mortality 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Total  No. 

of  Deaths 

Death-rate 

per  1,000 

Living 

Sepsis 

Others 

Rate  per 

1,000 

Births 

1908 

82,549 

1,847 

22*37 

182 

98-5 

1 

4 

2-7 

963 

11-66 

1909 

84,085 

1,744 

20-74 

166 

95-2 

4 

4 

4-6 

962 

11-44 

1910 

84,355 

1,673 

19-83 

126 

75-3 

3 

4 

4-2 

844 

10-00 

1  1911 

87,693 

1,605 

21-32 

164 

102-2 

5 

3 

4-9 

911 

12-10 

1912 

88,603 

1,896 

21-40 

160 

84-4 

3 

3 

3-2 

1,015 

11-45 

1913 

89,339 

1,871 

20-94 

150 

80-2 

4 

4 

4-3 

1,035 

11-58 

1914 

90,083 

1,819 

20-19 

161 

88-5 

1 

6 

3-9 

1,082 

12-01 

1915 

86,299 

1,792 

19-89 

147 

82-0 

3 

3 

3-4 

1,199 

13-89 

1916 

92,563 

1,794 

19-38 

145 

80-8 

4 

— 

2-2 

1,230 

14-46 

1917 

91,936 

1,420 

15-44 

140 

98-6 

3 

4 

4-9 

1,172 

14-21 

1918 

92,320 

1,582 

17-14 

115 

72-7 

3 

4 

4-4 

1,317 

15-98 

1919 

95,175 

1,593 

16-7 

109 

68-4 

1 

3 

2-5 

1,091 

11-9 

1920 

95,387 

2,278 

24-8 

152 

66-7 

4 

7 

3-9 

1,016 

11-04 

1921 

92,274 

1,892 

20-4 

114 

60-2 

— 

1 

0-5 

1,069 

10-7 

1922 

92,990 

1,729 

18-5 

109 

63-04 

— 

2 

1-16 

1,135 

12-2 

1923 

93,160 

1,705 

18-3 

88 

51-6 

3 

8 

6-4 

1,036 

11-12 

1924 

93,680 

1,603 

17-1 

86 

53-6 

— 

5 

3-1 

1,006 

10-7 

1925 

93,910 

1,509 

16.07 

85 

56-3 

2 

5 

4-6 

1,042 

11-12 

1926 

93,290 

1,624 

17-6 

83 

50-5 

4 

1 

3-0 

1,139 

12-2 

1927 

94,890 

1,456 

15-3 

62 

42-5 

1 

2 

2-0 

1,165 

12-3 

1928 

97,190 

1,489 

15-48 

80 

53-6 

4 

6 

6-7 

1,147 

11-9 

1929 

97,050 

1,446 

14-9 

75 

50-5 

1 

3 

2-8 

1,373 

14-1 

1930 

97,050 

1,404 

14-4 

77 

54-8 

— 

3 

2-1 

1,114 

11-4 

1931 

97,149 

1,477 

15-1 

66 

44-6 

1 

3 

2-7 

1,169 

12-0 

1932 

97,636 

1,396 

14-3 

77 

55-2 

1 

5 

4-29 

1,253 

12-8 

1933 

98,950 

1,380 

13-9 

87 

63-0 

1 

4 

2-9 

1,370 

13-6 

1934 

99,250 

1,414 

14-25 

58 

41-02 

3 

1 

2*8 

1,183 

11-9 

1935 

99,600 

1,475 

14-8 

76 

51-5 

2 

1 

1-9 

1,230 

12-3 

1936 

100,000 

1,436 

14-3 

73 

51-0 

1 

2 

2-1 

1,275 

12-8 

1937 

100,200 

1,581 

15-8 

79 

49-7 

— 

3 

1-8 

1,306 

13-0 

|  1938 

100,400 

1,582 

15-7 

60 

39-9 

1 

6 

4-4 

1,259 

12-5 

1939 

100,600 

1,564 

15-5 

79 

50-5 

1 

5 

3-9 

1,327 

13-2 

1940 

114,600 

1,725 

15-0 

88 

51-0 

— 

1 

0-5 

1,606 

14-1 

1941 

124,800 

1,913 

15-3 

113 

59-0 

2 

5 

3-7 

1,532 

12-2 

1942 

117,800 

1,833 

15-0 

70 

38-2 

1 

1 

1-1 

1,298 

11-0 

1943 

113,000 

1,925 

17-03 

83 

43-1 

1 

4 

2-6 

1,385 

12-2 

1944 

111,340 

2,139 

19-2 

87 

40-7 

— 

4 

1-8 

1,311 

12-0 

1945 

108,830 

2,066 

18-8 

98 

47-4 

1 

3 

1*9 

1,400 

12-8 

1946 

111,340 

2,226 

20-0 

98 

44-0 

— 

2 

0-89 

1,382 

12-4 

1947 

112,960 

2,533 

22-4 

89 

35-1 

— 

2 

0-77 

1,395 

12-3 

1948 

114,500 

2,100 

17-88 

71 

34-6 

2 

2 

1-9 

1,311 

11-45 

1949 

115,500 

1,873 

16-26 

47 

26-2 

— 

1 

0-52 

1,260 

10-93 

1950 

115,770 

1,761 

15-21 

46 

26-1 

— 

— 

— 

1,344 

11-61 

1951 

115,100 

1,833 

15-93 

52 

28-95 

— 

1 

0-55 

1,402 

12-18 

1952 

115,800 

1,772 

15-30 

40 

23-19 

— 

— 

— 

1,285 

11-09 

1953 

117,700 

1,714 

14-56 

33 

19-70 

— 

3 

1-75 

1,255 

10-66 

1954 

118,300 

1,678 

14-18 

49 

29-20 

— 

1 

0-58 

1,246 

10-53 

1955 

118,100 

1,695 

14-35 

40 

23-60 

— 

— 

— 

1,358 

11-5 

1956 

117,900 

1,765 

14-97 

32 

18-13 

— 

— 

— 

1,348 

11-43 

1957 

118,100 

1,818 

15-39 

38 

20-90 

| 

— 

1 

1 

0-54 

1,273 

!  10-78 

1 
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Arrangements  continue  for  the  issue  of  maternity  outfits  of  an  approved  pattern 
for  all  mothers  who  are  to  be  confined  at  home. 


Blood  Tests.  Our  practice  of  performing  venepuncture  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  blood  tests  for  Rhesus  factor  and  Kahn  tests  for  general  practitioners 
has  continued. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  : — 

Blood  tests  on  : — 

Clinic  patients  at  Star  Lane  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

General  Practitioner  patients  at  Star  Lane  ...  ...  895 

Clinic  patients  at  Whitley  ...  ...  ...  ...  88 

General  practitioner  patients  at  Whitley  ...  ...  108 


Post-natal  Clinics.  There  are  no  special  sessions  for  post-natal  examinations 
and  the  work  is  carried  out  in  conjunction  with  the  ante-natal  sessions,  as  would  be 
expected  by  virtue  of  the  fact  that  nearly  all  the  ante-natal  work  is  carried  out  by  the 
patient’s  own  doctor,  few  women  attend  municipal  clinics  for  their  post-natal  exam¬ 
ination,  for  this  also  is  carried  out  by  the  general  practitioner  as  part  of  his  duties 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  During  the  year  35  women  attended  muni¬ 
cipal  clinics  for  post-natal  examinations. 


Care  of  Unmarried  Mothers  and  Children.  This  work  continues  to  be 
carried  out  in  collaboration  with  the  Reading  &  Bradfield  Association  for  Moral 
Welfare  and  other  agencies.  If  necessary  cases  can  be  dealt  with  by  the  department’s 
own  staff.  We  have  also  collaborated  closely  with  the  Children’s  Officer,  more 
especially  when  there  was  any  question  of  adoption  or  fostering  of  the  child  when 
the  mother  was  ready  to  resume  work.  The  Welfare  Worker  of  the  Reading  &  Brad- 
field  Moral  Welfare  Association  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the  following  in¬ 
formation  : — 

During  1957  in  the  County  Borough  of  Reading  95  new  cases,  involving  illegiti¬ 
mate  children  and  their  parents,  were  referred  to  the  Reading  &  Bradfield  M.W.A. 
for  help.  In  addition  41  cases  involving  illegitimate  children  were  brought  forward 
from  1956  as  they  were  still  receiving  help. 

The  total  number  of  interviews  at  St.  Mary’s  Gate  was  608,  and  the  number  of 
home  visits  paid  was  474. 

As  in  former  years,  Dr.  Barnardo’s  Homes  and  the  Church  of  England  Children’s 
Society  have  helped  by  making  grants  to  unmarried  mothers  for  the  maintenance 
of  their  children. 

Friends  of  the  Association  have  helped  the  work  by  gifts  of  clothing  and  prams, 
and  these  gifts  have  been  put  to  good  use. 

The  girls  who  have  been  to  Mother  &  Baby  Homes  have  been  helped  by  their 
stay  in  the  Homes,  and  they  appreciate  the  help  they  receive  in  this  way. 

It  is  good  that  so  many  girls  have  been  able  to  keep  their  babies.  No  less  than 
1 1  girls  have  married  the  father  of  their  child  during  the  year. 
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Record  of  Cases  for  1957 

New 

Old 

Total 

(A)  Involving  illegitimate  children  and  their 

parents 

•  .  . 

•  •  • 

95 

41 

136 

*Ages  of  Mother  on  referral 

* Domicile  (Mothers) 

14  and  under 

— 

Home  in  area 

...  82 

15 . 

4 

Home  elsewhere  . . . 

...  13 

16 

4 

17 . 

8 

18  and  over 

79 

*  Marital  Status  [Mothers) 

*  Nationality  ( Mothers ) 

Single 

76 

British  Isles 

•  •  • 

...  87 

Married 

16 

Commonwealth 

7 

Widowed  ... 

2 

U.S.A. 

•  •  •  •  • 

. . .  — 

Divorced  ... 

1 

Others 

•  •  •  •  • 

...  1 

*  Marital  Status  (. Putative  Fathers) 

* Nationality  ( P.F .) 

Single 

73 

British  Isles 

•  •  • 

...  65 

Married 

21 

Commonwealth 

...  10 

Widowed  ... 

— 

U.S.A. 

•  •  •  •  • 

...  17 

Divorced  ... 

1 

Others 

•  •  •  •  • 

...  3 

f Details  of  Maternity  Cases  (A)  above — 

New 

Old 

Total 

Children  in  care  of  mother  (at  home, 

in 

family,  with  her  in  post) 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

32 

23 

55 

Children  in  touch  with  mother  (fostered, 

in  nursery,  etc.) 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

3 

2 

5 

Children  taken  into  c/o  L.A. 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

4 

3 

7 

Children  taken  by  Voluntary  Societies 

•  •  • 

3 

3 

6 

Children  adopted  or  placed  for  adoption 

15 

10 

25 

Mothers  placed  in  Voluntary  Home 

•  •  • 

23 

4 

27 

Mothers  placed  in  L.A.  Home  (Burnell 

House) 

•  •  • 

•  •  . 

3 

1 

4 

Mothers  with  children  still  in  Home 

•  •  • 

5 

— 

5 

No.  of  maintenance  grants  from  L.A. 

•  •  . 

22 

5 

27 

*New  Cases  only 

jCurrent  Cases,  new  and  old,  on  which  any  work  has  been  done  during  the  year. 


Summary  of  New  Cases  in  1957 — 

Children  in  care  of  mother  ...  ...  32 

,,  ,,  touch  with  mother  ...  3 

,,  taken  into  c/o  L.A.  ...  ...  4 

,,  ,,  by  Voluntary  Societies  3 

,,  adopted  or  placed  for  adoption  15 
Mother  with  children  still  in  Home  ...  5 

Mothers  moved  before  birth  of  child  ...  2 

Abortions,  Miscarriages  (5)  Died  (1)  ...  6 

Babies  not  yet  born  ...  ...  ...  25 

95 


21 


Infant  Welfare  Clinics.  There  was  no  change  in  the  clinic  arrangements 
during  1957.  It  is  estimated  that  86.4%  of  children  born  during  the  year  attended 
one  or  other  of  these  clinics  during  1957. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  attendances  : — 

INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS 


No.  of 
Sessions 

New 

attend¬ 

ances 

under 

1  year 

Total 

Attende 

ances 

Total 

attend¬ 

ances 

Average 

attend¬ 

ances 

Centre 

Under 

1  year 

1  & 

under  2 

2  & 

under  5 

St.  Mary  Magdalen,  Oxford 
Road,  Reading — • 

Tuesdayp.m. 

49 

98 

1,830 

421 

317 

2,568 

53 

Elm  Park  Hall,  Oxford  Road 
Reading — 

Tuesday  a.m. 

52 

31 

1,015 

298 

275 

1,588 

30 

Tuesday  p.m. 

52 

115 

1,965 

384 

324 

2,673 

51 

Thursday  p.m. 

51 

78 

1,625 

440 

289 

2,354 

46 

Tilehurst  Village  Hall,  Tilehurst 
Monday  p.m. 

49 

98 

1,686 

553 

335 

2,574 

51 

Thursday  p.m. 

51 

101 

1,745 

342 

267 

2,354 

44 

Star  Lane,  London  Street 
Reading — 

Tuesdayp.m. 

52 

129 

2,408 

456 

161 

3,025 

58 

Wednesday  p.m.  ... 

51 

119 

1,850 

358 

137 

2,345 

55 

Whitley  Clinic — 

Wednesday  p.m.  ... 

51 

124 

1,930 

386 

204 

2,520 

49 

Friday  p.m. 

50 

106 

1,845 

364 

191 

2,400 

46 

Tynedale  Free  Church  Hall, 
Shinfield — 

Thursday  p.m. 

51 

86 

1,738 

422 

292 

2,452 

48 

West  Memorial  Institute,  Caver- 
sham 

Tuesday  p.m. 

52 

127 

1,868 

536 

261 

2,665 

51 

Thursday  p.m. 

51 

99 

1,686 

380 

231 

2,297 

45 

Park  Institute,  Wokingham  Road, 
Reading — 

Monday  p.m. 

49 

111 

2,080 

430 

291 

2,801 

56 

Friday  p.m. 

50 

119 

2,489 

427 

331 

3,247 

65 

St.  Barnabas’  Hall,  Emmer  Green 
Wednesday  (alt)  p.m. 

25 

36 

470 

136 

138 

744 

29 

Southcote  Clinic — 

Wednesday  p.m.  ... 

51 

75 

1,236 

266 

274 

1,776 

34 

Friday  p.m. 

50 

34 

712 

194 

205 

1,111 

22 

Totals 

887 

1,686 

30,178 

6,793 

4,523 

41,494 

49 

NUMBER  OF  ATTENDANCES  AT  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS,  1957 
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Welfare  Foods.  This  service  continued  to  work  satisfactorily  for  the  distri¬ 
bution  of  welfare  foods.  One  Supervisor  is  responsible  for  the  ordering  and  issuing 
jof  supplies  of  Ministry  of  Health  and  proprietary  brands  of  welfare  foods.  He  is 
i  assisted  by  two  part-time  assistants  at  the  central  depot,  a  storekeeper,  part-time 
.clerks  employed  on  a  sessional  basis  at  certain  clinics  and  whole-time  clerks  from  the 
i  central  office  who  attend  certain  other  clinic  sessions.  During  the  year  there  was  an 
i  increase  in  the  cost  of  National  Dried  Milk  because  of  alteration  in  the  subsidy 
arrangements  and  although  the  price  of  this  type  of  milk  was  still  cheaper  than  that 
■°f  ^e  proprietary  makes,  the  difference  was  not  so  marked.  This  may  account  for 
the  slight  drop  in  sales. 

One  innovation  during  the  year  was  the  reduction  in  the  vitamin  D  content  of 
cod  liver  oil  compound  as  the  result  of  investigations  made  by  the  Cohen  Committee 
;  on  the  amount  of  vitamin  supplements  needed  by  the  average  child  at  various  ages. 

;  This  committee  found  that  a  great  many  of  the  articles  of  diet  of  a  young  child  were 
being  fortified  by  the  addition  of  vitamin  D  and  there  was  a  distinct  possibility  that 
a  child  might  receive  a  vitamin  D  dosage  much  in  excess  of  the  optimum  required. 
Fortunately  we  in  this  department  became  aware  of  this  possibility  some  time  before 
the  publication  of  the  Cohen  Report  and  we  had  modified  our  advice  to  mothers 
|  appropriately.  The  same  committee  also  recommended  that  the  special  issue  of 
i orange  juice  should  cease  for  children  over  the  age  of  two  years  since  there  is  enough 
vitamin  C  available  in  a  good  mixed  diet. 


During  1957  we  distributed  the  following  from  the  main  depot  at  22.  The 
Forbury  : — 


National  Dried  Milk  Half-cream  (20-oz.  tin) 
National  Dried  Milk  Full-Cream  (20  oz.  tin) 

Orange  Juice  (bottles)  . 

Cod  Liver  Oil  Compound  (bottles) 

Vitamin  Capsules  (packets)  . 


426 

19,458 

61,443 

5,631 

5,012 


The  following  figures  relate  to  the  main  items  distributed  from  the  clinics  during 
the  year  and  are  in  addition  to  the  preceding  : — 


National  Dried  Milk  Half-Cream  (20-oz.  tin) . 

Proprietary  brands  of  Dried  Milk  Half-Cream  (16-oz.  packets) 

National  Dried  Milk  Full-Cream  (20-oz.  tin) . 

Proprietary  brands  of  Dried  Milk  Full-Cream 

Ministry  Orange  Juice  (bottles) . 

Proprietary  brands  of  Fruit  Juice  (bottles)  . 

Ministry  Cod  Liver  Oil  Compound  (bottles)  . 

Ministry  Vitamin  Capsules  (packets) 

Proprietary  brands  of  Vitamin  Preparations  (8  c.c.  bottles)  . . . 


138 

1,368 

12,846 

23,808 

67,166 

3,888 

6,465 

3,140 

3,600 
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Women’s  Advisory  Clinic.  Arrangements  continued  as  previously,  viz.,  the; 
clinic  is  administered  by  a  voluntary  body  which  has  free  use  of  Corporation  clinic 
premises  and  receives  a  small  financial  subsidy  from  the  Council.  The  following; 
table  gives  particulars  : — 


Star  Lane 

Patients  who  attended  the  clinic  . . . 
Patients  examined  by  Medical  Officer 
New  patients 
Patients  sent  by  doctors 


2,521! 

1,561! 

451! 

200 


Whitley  Sub-Clinic 

Patients  who  attended 


51 


National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children.  I  am  obliged 
to  Mr.  G.  H.  Fisher,  Inspector  of  the  N.S.P.C.C.  for  the  following  notes 

Having  only  just  arrived  to  take  over  the  Reading  and  District  Branch  of  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  I  cannot  as  yet  come  to  any  conclusions  regarding  the  neglect  or  ill 
treatment  of  children  in  the  area. 

From  records  however  I  have  ascertained  that  during  1957,  37  cases  were  in¬ 
vestigated  concerning  the  welfare  of  108  children,  i.e.,  46  boys  and  62  girls.  The  cases 
were  as  follows,  19  neglect,  9  assault  or  ill  treatment,  and  9  advice  sought.  The 
parents  involved  were  27  male  and  31  female. 

In  addition  to  this  366  supervision  visits  were  made  to  cases,  21  visits  of  enquiry 
for  other  Branches  and  433  miscellaneous  visits  concerning  cases  under  notice. 

I  would  like  to  point  out  that  my  job  is  to  give  assistance  in  anything  affecting 
the  welfare  of  children  and  that  I  am  available  for  24  hours  each  day,  also  that  it 
is  the  moral  duty  on  anyone  knowing  of  a  child  that  is  being  ill  treated  or  neglected 
to  report  it  and  excepting  when  it  can  be  proved  that  the  report  is  malicious  the  name 
of  the  informant  is  never  divulged. 

Care  of  Premature  Infants.  The  arrangements  whereby  the  special  Premature 
Baby  Nurse  carried  out  her  work  continued  as  previously,  and  I  am  pleased  to  report 
the  same  good  results  and  the  same  good  co-operation  from  the  staff  of  Battle  Hospital. 
Altogether  110  infants  were  under  her  supervision  during  the  year  ;  60  of  these  were 
transferred  from  hospital  and  were  discharged  into  the  health  visitor's  care  in  a 
satisfactory  condition.  Twenty-three  infants  were  discharged  from  nursing  homes  ; 
of  these  22  were  discharged  into  the  health  visitor’s  care  in  a  satisfactory  condition- 
one,  a  child  who  had  a  hare  lip  and  a  cleft  palate,  died  of  virus  pneumonia  at  the  age 
of  24  days.  Twenty-seven  babies  weie  born  and  nursed  at  home  and  were  discharged 
into  the  health  visitor’s  care. 

The  following  tables  give  particulars  of  the  follow-up  work  of  the  majority  of 
babies  who  have  been  dealt  with  by  the  Premature  Baby  Nurse  since  she  was  appoin¬ 
ted  in  1953.  Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible  to  obtain  details  of  every  one  of 
the  premature  babies  born  during  the  particular  year  in  question. 

Miss  Barrack  was  the  first  Premature  Baby  Nurse  to  be  appointed  in  Reading ; 
and  it  is  with  great  regret  that  I  have  to  report  that  she  left  us  early  in  1958  in  order 
to  get  married.  Comparison  of  the  figures  for  Reading  and  other  areas  shows  that 
premature  babies  born  in  the  borough  do  as  well,  if  not  better,  than  those  born  in 
areas  with  more  highly  publicised  schemes.  I  am  sure  that  quite  a  lot  of  this  success 
is  due  to  the  good  work  which  was  put  in  by  Miss  Barrack  and  the  good  relations 
which  she  established  with  the  excellent  Premature  Baby  Unit  which  exists  at 
Battle  Hospital. 


PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 
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CM 
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The  Group  under  this  heading  will  include  cases  which  may  be  bom  in  one  hospital  and  transferred  to  another 
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Born  February  to  December,  1953 

REPORT  AT  FOUR  YEARS  OF  AGE 
Follow-up  of  65  of  the  82  premature  babies  born  during  this  period 


Total 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Average 

Physical 

Develop. 

Average 

Mental 

Develop. 

Below 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Below 

Average 

Physically 

Below 

Average 

Mentally 

Remarks 

Group  A 

8 

8 

8 

8 

- 

— 

— 

Group  B 

12 

11 

11 

12 

1 

1 

— 

1  spastic 

Group  C 

12 

12 

12 

12 

— 

- 

— 

Group  D 

33 

33 

33 

33 

— 

- 

— 

Born  January  to  December,  1954 

REPORT  AT  THREE  YEARS  OF  AGE 
Follow-up  of  95  out  of  125  total 


Total 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Average 

Physical 

Develop. 

Average 

Mental 

Develop. 

Below 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Below 

Average 

Physically 

Below 

Average 

Mentally 

Remarks 

Group  A 

6 

4 

5 

5 

2 

1 

1 

1  Mongol 

Group  B 

27 

24 

26 

26 

3 

1 

1 

1  Mongol 

Group  C 

17 

16 

17 

17 

1 

— 

— 

Group  D 

44 

44 

44 

44 

- 

- 

- 

Born  January  to  December,  1955 

REPORT  AT  TWO  YEARS  OF  AGE 
Follow-up  of  70  out  of  103  total 


Total 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Average 

Physical 

Develop. 

Average 

Mental 

Develop. 

Below 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Below 

Average 

Physically 

Below 

Average 

Mentally 

Remarks 

Group  A 

8 

6 

7 

7 

2 

1 

1 

1  with  poor  sigh 
still  improving 

Group  B 

14 

12 

14 

14 

2 

- 

— 

Group  C 

19 

19 

19 

19 

— 

— 

— 

Group  D 

29 

26 

29 

29 

3 

- 

— 

27 


Born  January  to  December,  1956 

REPORT  AT  ONE  YEAR  OF  AGE 
Follow-up  of  90  out  of  1 1 1 


»  1 

Total 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Average 

Physical 

Develop. 

Average 

Mental 

Develop. 

Below 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Below 

Average 

Physically 

Below 

Average 

Mentally 

Remarks 

1! 

Group  A 

7 

5 

7 

7 

2 

- 

- 

i 

Group  B 

9 

8 

9 

9 

1 

- 

- 

i  Group  C 

23 

20 

22 

22 

3 

1 

1 

r 

Group  D 

51 

45 

51 

51 

6 

— 

- 

Born  January  to  June  1957 

REPORT  AT  SIX  MONTHS  OF  AGE 


. 

Total 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Average 

Physical 

Develop. 

Average 

Mental 

Develop. 

Below 

Average 

Wt./Ht. 

Below 

Average 

Physically 

Below 

Average 

Mentally 

Remarks 

Group  A 

3 

- 

— 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Group  B 

2 

- 

2 

2 

2 

- 

- 

Group  C 

24 

20 

22 

24 

4 

2 

— 

Group  D 

18 

16 

18 

18 

2 

— 

— 

Day  Nurseries.  Our  general  policy  in  respect  of  the  selection  of  children  for 
Admission  to  day  nurseries  continued,  viz.,  we  only  admit  children  whose  mothers 
rave  to  go  out  to  work  for  some  reason  or  other  or  where  there  is  temporary  illness 
l.n  the  home. 

Our  greatest  problem  in  connection  with  day  nurseries  was  the  possibility  of 
losing  one  or  both  nurseries  in  the  not  too  distant  future.  We  rent  Holybrook  House 
i  from  the  Education  Committee  who  had  earmarked  the  premises  for  use  by  the 
Worker’s  Educational  Association.  The  premises  in  which  Victoria  Square  Nursery 
is  housed  are  also  due  for  demolition  in  the  not  too  distant  future  for  the  purpose  of 
extension  of  the  Reading  Technical  College.  We  were  also  informed  that  the  Ministry 
'of  Health  were  unlikely  to  give  loan  sanction  for  the  purchase  or  erection  of  alternative 
accommodation.  Fortunately  the  Education  Committee  has  agreed  that  we  shall 
i retain  our  tenancy  of  Holybrook  House  and  they  will  house  the  W.E.A.  in  Victoria 
Square.  Thus  we  do  seem  to  be  assured  of  one  nursery  for  some  considerable  time 
to  come  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  Education  Committee  for  their  great  help  in 
this  matter.  Although  it  is  hoped  to  increase  the  number  of  places  at  Holybrook 
House  to  50,  I  doubt  whether  this  will  be  really  sufficient  for  our  needs  but  we  must 
be  thankful  that  we  will  at  least  have  one  nursery  since  at  one  time  it  looked  as  if 
we  should  lose  both  nurseries.  The  closing  of  Victoria  Square  Nursery  in  April,  1959, 
will,  of  course,  also  affect  the  arrangements  for  the  training  of  students  for  the 
nursery  nurses’  examination. 
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Daily  Average  Attendance  for  each  month  of  the  year,  1957 

(Monday  to  Friday) 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

►— > 

August 

j  Septemberj 

October 

November 

December 

Totals 

Holybrook  House 

§ 

30 

31 

* 

36 

* 

21 

30 

38 

t 

33 

t 

34 

39 

+ 

+ 

33 

41 

36 

402 

Victoria  Square 

16 

20 

21 

20 

* 

19 

* 

21 

22 

19 

+ 

20 

23 

19 

19 

239 

Totals 

46 

51 

57 

41 

49 

59 

55 

53 

59 

56 

60 

55 

641 

*  Measles  f  Chicken  Pox  §  Dysentery  |  Influenza 


The  following  details  relate  to  the  position  as  at  31st  December,  1957  : — 


Number  of 

Number  of  Children  on 

Average  daily 

Approved  Places 

the  Register  at  the  end 

attendance  for  year 

of  the  year 

0-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

0-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

0-2  yrs. 

2-5  yrs. 

30 

60 

30 

45 

21 

34 

Dental  Care  of  Expectant  Mothers  and  Young  Children.  Mr.  J.  Campbel 
L.D.S.,  Principal  Dental  Officer,  reports  as  follows  : — 

Pre-School  Children.  The  staff  this  year  has  suffered  further  loss,  leavin 
an  equivalent  of  less  than  1 J  dental  officers.  This  has  had  an  adverse  effect  on  th 
number  of  pre-school  children  inspected  and  treated.  At  the  same  time  many  mother 
are  requesting  treatment  for  their  young  children  and  every  encouragement  is  give] 
in  this  direction. 

If  Whitley  Dental  Clinic  could  be  re-opened  it  would  be  of  great  assistance  a: 
the  Infant  Welfare  Clinic  is  a  large  one  in  that  area.  When  the  Dental  Clinic  wa 
open  mothers  could  have  their  children  inspected  dentally,  while  attending  the  welfan 
clinic.  I  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  re-open  the  Dental  Department  as  soon  a; 
possible. 


Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers.  There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  numbers 
of  mothers  attending  during  the  past  year  but  the  amount  of  treatment  required  was 
not  excessive.  This  fact,  shows  the  value  of  early  attention  to  the  dental  condition 
during  the  ante-natal  period. 


It  is  gratifying  to  see  that  this  year  more  of  the  mothers  completed  their  treat-r 
ment. 

Mothers  from  the  Whitley  area  can  receive  treatment  at  the  Clinic  in  Queen's 
Road,  but  many  find  the  travelling  difficult  owing  to  their  having  very  small  children. 
The  first  of  the  attached  tables  gives  the  numbers  under  the  main  headings,  while 
the  second  table  supplies  more  detail  of  the  treatment  given. 


NUMBERS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE,  1957 
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TYPE  OF  TREATMENT  GIVEN 


Pre-school 

Ante-natal 

Post-natal 

Inspected 

133 

13 

10 

Found  to  require  treatment 

131 

13 

10 

Treated 

131 

13 

10 

Attendances 

186 

40 

26 

Extractions 

109 

32 

17 

Local  Anaesthetics 

31 

4 

1 

General  Anaesthetics 

31 

4 

3 

Fillings 

36 

26 

10 

Clean  and  Polish 

— 

— 

2 

Dressings 

10 

15 

2 

Silver  Nitrate 

196 

— 

— 

Full  Dentures 

— 

4 

2 

Part  Dentures 

• — 

— ■ 

4 

Discharged 

122 

11 

9 

SECTION  23— DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY 

The  general  arrangements  for  this  service  continued  on  the  lines  previously 
described,  i.e.,  there  are  six  Q.V.I.  midwives,  assisted  by  pupils  from  Battle  Hospital 
taking  Part  2  of  the  C.M.B.  Examination.  In  view  of  the  increasing  amount  of  domi¬ 
ciliary  midwifery  sanction  was  given  for  the  employment  of  a  seventh  municipal 
midwife  making  a  total  establishment  of  13  midwives  for  the  domiciliary  service. 
Unfortunately  it  has  not  been  possible  to  fill  this  last  vacancy  and  the  Q.V.I.  are 
also  having  similar  difficulty  in  keeping  up  their  establishment. 

The  demand  for  institutional  accommodation  of  one  type  or  another  continued 
throughout  the  year.  All  “  vetting  ”  of  applications  for  admission  to  general  prac¬ 
titioner  nursing  homes  on  social  grounds  was  carried  out  personally  by  the  Supervisor 
of  Midwives.  Altogether  898  mothers  were  visited  or  interviewed  in  connection  with 
these  applications  ;  of  these  300  were  considered  suitable  for  domiciliary  confinement, 
The  following  table  shows  the  trends  of  confinements  during  recent  years.  Particulars 
of  the  births  in  other  institutions  will  also  be  found  in  the  following  pages. 


31 


Year 

Total 

Confinements 

Domiciliary 

Confinements 

Percentage 
of  Total 

1938 

1,552 

1,000 

64-4 

1939 

1,564 

897 

57-7 

1940 

1,725 

931 

54-0 

1941 

1,913 

931 

49-0 

1942 

1,833 

858 

46-8 

1943 

1,925 

907 

47-0 

1944 

2,139 

925 

43-2 

1945 

2,066 

806 

39-0 

1946 

2,226 

791 

35-5 

1947 

2,250 

765 

34.0 

1948 

2,100 

645 

30-7 

1949 

1,855 

603 

32-5 

1950 

1,809 

559 

30.9 

1951 

1,805 

635 

35-1 

1952 

1,767 

614 

34-7 

1953 

1,700 

601 

35-3 

1954 

1,678 

615 

36-6 

1955 

1,707 

603 

35.2 

1956 

1,784 

699 

39.2 

1957 

1,849 

828 

44.8 

From  these  it  will  be  seen  that  there  has  been  an  increase  in  the  total  number 
of  births  in  the  area  but  this  has  been  more  than  taken  up  by  the  increase  in  domi¬ 
ciliary  confinements.  Nevertheless  we  still  have  to  deal  with  quite  a  number  of 
i  patients  who  have  to  be  discharged  from  Battle  Hospital  a  few  days  after  confinement. 
It  should  also  be  noticed  that  the  average  duration  of  stay,  both  in  the  general 
practitioner  nursing  homes  and  in  the  hospital  appears  to  be  about  10  days  whereas 
i  patients  who  are  confined  at  home  are  attended  by  the  midwife  at  least  until  the  14th 
day.  In  fact,  I  am  given  to  understand  that  patients  regard  10  days  as  the  normal 
i  duration  of  the  puerperium  for  an  institutional  confinement.  This  is  a  curious 
;  reversion  to  conditions  which  existed  a  good  many  years  ago  when  the  midwife  used 
to  attend  only  for  the  first  ten  days  after  confinement.  It  must  also  be  recorded, 
however,  that  patients  who  are  discharged  on  the  10th  day  seem  none  the  worse  for 
this  and  one  wonders  whether  the  time  will  not  arrive  shortly  when  the  increasing 
shortage  of  midwives  will  lead  to  some  modification  of  the  C.M.B.  rule  in  respect  of 
the  attendance  of  the  midwife  on  women  who  are  confined  in  their  own  homes.  I 
understand  that  there  is  a  great  shortage  of  women  throughout  the  country  who  are 
willing  to  take  up  midwifery  as  a  career.  There  seems  to  be  no  shortage  of  applicants 
for  training  for  the  C.M.B.  examination  but  applicants  seem  to  take  this  training 
merely  as  a  method  of  obtaining  a  qualification  which  is  prescribed  for  some  other 
|  type  of  post. 
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During  the  year  the  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and  the  district  midwife  on  the 
St.  Michael’s  Estate  (Miss  Hall)  were  enabled  to  occupy  houses  which  are  rented 
to  the  Health  Committee  by  the  Housing  Committee.  It  is  hoped  that  two  flats 
will  be  built  in  the  Tilehurst  area  for  the  accommodation  of  district  midwives  and/or 
district  nurses.  Plans  for  such  flats  were  discussed  with  representatives  of  the  Min¬ 
istry  of  Health  during  the  year  and  they  will  be  submitted  formally  during  1958. 


Ante-natal  care  related  to  Toxaemia.  As  the  result  of  the  Circular  issued 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  on  the  above  subject,  a  conference  was  convened  at  the 
Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  which  was  attended  by  obstetric  consultants,  represen¬ 
tatives  of  the  general  practitioners,  and  the  appropriate  Medical  Officers  of  Health. 
It  was  agreed  to  support  all  measures  quoted  in  the  Memorandum  although  it  was 
felt  that  the  standard  of  ante-natal  care  in  this  area  is  high  and  the  instances  where 
this  is  not  so  are  very  much  in  the  minority.  There  was  general  agreement  that 
the  minimum  requirements  of  the  two  ante-natal  examinations,  namely  on  booking 
and  at  36  weeks,  was  too  low  and  representations  should  be  made  to  the  appropriate 
quarter.  It  was  recommended  that  more  ante-natal  beds  should  be  made  available 
in  order  to  reduce  the  present  necessity  for  discharging  mild  toxaemias  from  hospital. 
It  was  agreed  that  the  consultant  obstetricians  should  inform  all  general  practitioners 
in  the  area  of  conditions  relating  to  early  toxaemia  which  they  considered  indicative 
for  the  need  for  the  reference  of  such  patients  to  Battle  Hospital  for  assessment.  It 
was  also  agreed  that  so  far  as  possible  the  system  of  consultation  between  general 
practitioners  and  midwives  at  ante-natal  examinations  should  be  regarded  as  standard 
practice  and  that  the  general  practitioner  should  be  the  one  responsible  for  mapping 
out  the  pattern  of  supervisions  which  the  mother  is  to  receive. 

Reference  has  also  been  made  to  the  setting-up  of  an  ante-natal  clinic,  manned 
by  the  staff  of  Dellwood  general  practitioner  maternity  unit,  and  comments  have  been 
made  on  the  success  of  this  venture. 


Stillbirths.  There  were  46  stillbirths  reported  during  the  year  as  compared 
with  34  in  the  previous  year.  Even  allowing  for  the  increased  total  number  of  births 
there  seems  to  be  no  ready  explanation  for  this  increase.  The  increase  is  apparently 
related  to  institutional  confinement.  The  stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  births  during 
recent  years  has  been  as  follows  : — 


1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 


17.28 

23.00 

19.00 

25.20 


An  analysis  of  these  46  stillbirths  revealed  the  following  : — 

29  took  place  in  Battle  Hospital 

3  occurred  in  Dellwood 

2  occurred  in  Wokingham 

4  occurred  at  the  Chiltern  Maternity  Home 

8  were  domiciliary  cases  delivered  on  the  district. 


33 


The  probable  causes  were  as  follows  : — 


Dellwood 

Anencephalic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cord  round  neck  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Rh.  incompatability  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Wokingham 

Congenital  abnormalities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Chiltern  Maternity  Home 

Difficult  labour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hydrocephalic  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Macerated  Foetus  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Battle  Hospital 

Rh.  incompatability  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Pre-Eclampsia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Congenital  abnormalities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ante-partum  haemorrhage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Collapse  of  mother  under  anaesthetic  ...  ...  ...  1 

Diabetic  coma  of  mother  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Placenta  praevia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Placental  insufficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cord  round  neck  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Intra  uterine  death  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Domiciliary 

Congenital  Abnormalities  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

A.P.H.  .  1 

Placental  Insufficiency  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Prolapse  of  cord  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 


Maternal  Deaths.  There  was  one  maternal  death  of  a  Reading  resident  during 
he  year.  This  was  an  ectopic  pregnancy  and  death  occurred  suddenly  at  home. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia.  Of  14  cases  investigated,  10  were  Reading  residents, 
nvestigations  revealed  the  following  : — 


Mastitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Pyelitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Sinusitis  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Unknown  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Engorged  breasts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Uterine  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Urinary  infection  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 


Total  14 


I  repeat  the  comment  which  I  made  in  my  last  year’s  report  that  the  new  defin- 
:ion  of  puerperal  pyrexia  has  not  been  altogether  satisfactory. 
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Ophthalmia  neonatorum.  No  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 


Staphylococcal  infection  of  the  newborn.  In  last  year’s  report  I  made 
preliminary  comment  about  the  steps  we  were  taking  to  investigate  cases  of  staphy¬ 
lococcal  infection  of  newborn  babies  who  were  born  at  home.  With  the  agreement 
of  the  general  practitioners  arrangements  were  made  for  swabs  to  be  taken  of  the 
baby’s  lesion,  hands,  nose,  and  umbilicus.  Swabs  are  also  taken  of  the  nose  and  throat 
of  the  mother  and  also  from  the  nose  and  throat  of  the  midwife.  Altogether  74  babies 
were  swabbed.  In  23  of  them  there  were  no  significant  findings  and  in  50  cases 
staphylococci  were  grown. 

Of  these  50  cases,  there  appeared  to  be  a  relationship  between  the  baby’s  lesion 
and  the  mother  or  attendant,  or  another  part  of  the  baby  in  30,  whilst  there  seemed 
to  be  no  such  relationship  in  the  remaining  20. 

Analysis  of  these  30  cases  is  as  follows  : — 


Nose,  mother  and  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nose,  mother,  baby  and  midwife,  eye  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother,  umbilicus  and  hand  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother,  eye  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  5 

Nose,  baby  and  finger  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nose,  mother  and  baby,  finger  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother  and  baby,  eye  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Nose,  mother,  face  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother,  baby  and  pupil  midwife,  blebs  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother,  and  baby’s  axilla  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother  and  baby,  also  baby’s  eye  and  skin  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bleb,  nose,  hand  and  umbilicus  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose  and  eye  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nose,  eye  and  umbilicus,  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother  and  baby,  also  lesion  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Umbilicus  skin  and  eye  of  baby,  nose  of  mother  and  nose  and  hand  of 

pupil  midwife  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  mother  and  baby,  hand  and  eye  baby  ...  ...  ...  2 

Nose,  mother,  baby  skin  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Nose,  hand  and  eye  of  baby  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 
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During  the  year  municipal  midwives  used  triple  dye  to  treat  the  umbilicus. 
It  is  interesting  to  record  that  of  the  74  babies  who  were  swabbed  (as  mentioned 
above),  in  only  two  cases  was  there  any  bacteriological  growth  from  the  umbilicus 
where  triple  dye  was  used.  At  the  same  time  it  must  be  recorded  that  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  length  of  time  taken  for  the  cord  to  separate  in  cases  treated  with 
triple  dye  but  the  end  result  is  extremely  satisfactory  and  we  propose  to  continue  with 
this  method. 

Fifty  may  appear  to  be  a  large  number  of  infants  affected  with  staphylococcal 
infection  of  the  newborn  but  it  is  difficult  to  say  whether  this  represents  a  real 
increase  in  this  particular  complaint  or  whether  it  is  merely  a  reflection  of  our  interest 
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in  the  subject.  Unfortunately,  reliable  comparisons  are  not  possible  with  institutional 
confinements  and  one  gets  the  impression  that  there  is  a  fair  amount  of  staphylococcal 
infection  of  the  newborn  occurring  in  such  cases  where  one  applies  strict  criteria  of 
diagnosis. 


Total  Births  which  occurred  in  the  Borough — Reading  and  Non-Reading 
Residents  (based  on  notifications) 


Births 


Male 

Female 


1,471 

1,293 


Weights 


2-lb.  3-oz.  or  under 

2- lb.  4-oz.-3-lb.  4-oz. 

3- lb.  5-oz.-4-lb.  6-oz. 

4- lb.  7-oz.-4-lb.  15  -oz. 

5- lb.  0-oz.-5-lb.  7-oz. 

5- lb.  8-oz.-5-lb.  15-oz. 

6- lb.  0-oz.-6-lb.  7-oz. 

6- lb.  8-oz.-6-lb.  15-oz. 

7- lb.  0-oz.-7-lb.  7-oz. 
7-lb.  8-oz.  or  over 


°lace  of  Birth 


i)ellwood 


Domiciliary 

Hospital 

H.M.C.  Maternity  Homes 
Contractual 


Legitimate 

Illegitimate 


2,659 

105 


Live 

Still 


Number  of  patients  delivered  by  midwives 
Number  of  patients  delivered  by  doctors 
Number  of  infants  wholly  breast  fed  ... 
Maternal  Deaths 


2,688 

76 


18 

36 

72 

60 

80 

153 

298 

404 

525 

1,118 


828 

1,211 

452 

243 


402 

73 

457 

Nil 


36 


Particulars  of  Confinements  of  Reading  Women  Inside  and  Outside  the 
Borough,  based  on  notifications 


Births 

Male  ...  954  Legitimate 

Female  ...  895  Illegitimate 


1,779  Live  ...  1,802 

70  Still  ...  47 


Weights 

2-lb.  3-oz.  or  under 

2- lb.  4-oz.-3-lb.  4-oz. 

3- lb.  5-oz.-4-lb.  6-oz. 

4- lb.  7-oz.-4-lb.  15-oz. 

5- lb.  0-oz.-5-lb.  7-oz. 

5- lb.  8-oz.-5-lb.  15-oz. 

6- lb.  0-oz.-6-lb.  7-oz. 

6- lb.  8-oz.-6-lb.  15-oz. 

7- lb.  0-oz.-7-lb.  7-oz. 
7-lb.  8-oz.  or  over 


8 

19 

34 

29 

43 

95 

200 

272 

375 

774 


Place  of  Birth 

Born  in  Borough  . . . 
Born  out  of  Borough 


1,785 

64 


Domiciliary 

Inside  Borough 
Outside  Borough  . . . 


824 

4 


Hospital 

Battle  (booked) 
Other 


436 

29 


H.M.C.  Maternity  Homes 

Dellwood 
Wallingford 
Townlands 
Wokingham 
Sandlef  ord 

Contractual  (. Arrangements  with  nursing  homes) 

Chiltem 

Other 

Domiciliary  cases  attended  during  labour  by  doctor  . . . 
Domiciliary  cases  attended  during  labour  by  midwife  only 


388 

4 

14 

17 


133 

217 

607 


reel 

22 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 
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PERIOD  OF  GESTATION 


Total  Borough 
Births 

Other  Area 
Births  in 
the  Borough 

All  Births 
in  the 
Borough 

1 

— 

1 

1 

4 

5 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

7 

1 

8 

2 

4 

6 

3 

5 

8 

4 

3 

7 

10 

12 

22 

7 

8 

15 

11 

11 

22 

7 

19 

26 

53 

38 

91 

34 

45 

79 

99 

83 

182 

88 

147 

135 

1,426 

655 

2,081 

46 

15 

61 

39 

24 

63 

6 

1 

7 

4 

2 

6 

1,849 

979 

2,828 

CAUSES  OF  INFANT  DEATHS,  1957 
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Number  of  Midwives  practising 
in  the  area  of  the  Local  Super¬ 
vising  Authority  at  the  end  of 
the  year 


Domiciliary 

Midwives 

Midwives  in 
Institutions 

Total 

(«) 

Midwives  employed  by  the 
Authority 

6 

— 

6 

(*) 

Midwives  employed  by  V oluntary 
Organisations — 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946 

5 

5 

(ii)  Otherwise  (including  Hospi¬ 
tals  not  transferred  to  the 
Minister  under  the  National 
Health  Service  Act) 

(c) 

Midwives  employed  by  Hospital 
Management  Committees  or 
Boards  of  Governors  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946— 

(i)  Under  arrangements  with  the 
Local  Health  Authority  in 
pursuance  of  Section  23  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act, 
1946 

X  t/  1  \J  *  •  •  •••  •  •  •  ••• 

25 

25 

(ii)  Otherwise 

— 

— 

— 

(d) 

Midwives  in  Private  Practice  (in¬ 
cluding  Midwives  employed  in 
Nursing  Homes) 

_ 

7 

7 

Total 

11 

32 

43 

Number  of  Deliveries  attended  by  Midwives  in  the  Area  during  the  year 
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SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 

During  the  year  Miss  Gates  completed  her  period  of  secondment  for  training 
as  a  health  visitor  and  returned  to  the  staff  in  July.  Four  members  left  during  the 
year  and  four  new  members  joined  the  staff. 

The  number  of  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Whole-time  Health  Visitors  :  School  Nurses  ...  ...  11 

Part-time  Health  Visitor  :  School  Nurse  ...  ...  1 

Part-time  Health  Visitor  ...  ...  ...  ...  •  •  •  1 

Whole-time  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Part-time  School  Nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  3 

Tuberculosis  Visitors  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Vacancies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  •••  6 

The  “  immediate  ”  establishment  of  health  visitors,  including  school  nurses  anc 
tuberculosis  visitors,  is  20  with  a  future  establishment  of  24.  According  to  the  figure: 
suggested  by  the  Working  Party  on  the  training  of  health  visitors,  an  urban  are* 
should  have  one  health  visitor  per  4,300  population.  This  would  give  us  an  establish 
ment  of  27  health  visitors.  I  regret  to  report  that  the  staffing  position  shows  nc 
signs  of  improving  in  1958  although  I  must  pay  tribute  to  the  way  in  which  thos< 
health  visitors  we  do  have  have  done  their  best  to  carry  out  their  difficult  and  in 
creasing  duties.  They  continued  to  co-operate  closely  and  harmoniously  with  hospita 
almoners  and  with  general  practitioners  but  I  should  make  a  note  here  of  the  fac 
that  in  Reading  we  use  social  workers  more  than  do  some  other  Health  Department 
to  carry  out  out  duties  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  the  Mental  Health  Services 
and  problem  families.  I  would  like  to  make  special  reference  to  the  following  aspect 
of  the  work  of  health  visitors. 

Teaching  of  Parentcraft  in  Schools.  This  continued  along  the  lines  describe* 
in  last  year’s  Annual  Report  and  fuller  reference  will  be  made  in  the  Report  of  th 
School  Health  Service. 

Mothercraft  Classes.  These  classes  have  continued  throughout  the  year  an 
have  been  much  appreciated  by  the  expectant  mothers  who  have  attended  ;  man 
have  come  along  for  the  second  time.  We  have  included  a  further  talk  in  the  serie 
to  include  accident  prevention  in  the  home,  and  film  strips  have  been  used  and  hav 
helped  greatly  to  emphasise  points.  Two  further  classes  have  been  commenced  i 
two  other  areas  in  the  town  and  it  is  hoped  that  after  a  slow  start  they  will  prov 
as  popular  as  those  in  the  Central  Clinic.  65  classes  have  been  given  and  136  mother 
have  completed  the  course  up  to  the  end  of  the  year. 

Geriatric  Care  and  After-Care  Visiting.  There  have  been  more  and  mon 
demands  for  the  following-up  of  cases  discharged  from  hospital  during  the  yea: 
and  although  it  has  been  perhaps  a  contact  by  letter  or  by  phone,  it  is  apparer 
that  the  health  visitor  is  being  used  to  a  far  greater  extent  than  ever  before  by  th 
Hospital  Authorities. 

It  has  been  very  significant  that  by  the  number  of  requests  from  neighbour 
and  friends  of  old  people  for  visits  by  the  health  visitor  one  can  assume  the  genen 
public  are  now  linking  the  health  visitor  with  visits  to  the  elderly  rather  than  confinin 
her  work  to  that  of  young  children.  It  is  also  very  obvious  that  they  are  becomir 
conscious  that  a  duty  lies  in  reporting  these  cases  to  the  Authorities. 

The  Home  Help  Service  has  given  every  support  throughout  the  yeai  and  son 
joint  visits  made  by  the  health  visitor  and  an  organiser  has  helped  to  sort  out  man 
an  old  person’s  particular  problem. 
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Discussions  on  Families  with  Problems.  These  discussions  commenced 
n  April  as  an  experiment  and  has  been  carried  on  since.  These  are  attended  by  the 
Superintendent  Health  Visitor,  Superintendent  School  Welfare  Officer,  the  Health 
Visitor  and  the  Education  Welfare  Officer  of  the  area  where  the  family  for  discussion 
ives. 

The  cases  are  brought  forward  by  the  Health  Visitors  or  the  Welfare  Officers, 
ind  a  report  of  the  findings  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  each  case  and 
o  the  Chief  Education  Officer  if  the  problem  particularly  concerns  that  department. 

Although  a  great  number  of  cases  have  no  apparent  solution,  the  health  visitors 
>n  the  whole  have  found  that  the  mere  fact  of  discussing  these  family’s  problems  have 
lelped  to  halve  her  worries.  It  also  acts  as  a  dual  purpose  inasmuch  as  it  does 
>ring  to  the  notice  of  the  Superintendent  Health  Visitor  so  that  she  can  assess  what 
here  is  in  the  way  of  problems  in  each  area. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  by  health  visitors 


luring  the  year: — 

Primary  visits  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  ...  1 ,832 

Total  visits  to  children  under  1  year  of  age  ...  8,583 

Total  visits  to  children  aged  1-2  years  ...  ...  4,935 

Total  visits  to  childien  aged  2-5  years  ...  ...  10,891 

Total  number  of  children  visited  (first  visit  only)  8,083 

Total  number  of  families  visited  (during  year)  ...  6,192 

Total  first  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  ...  392 

Total  return  visits  to  expectant  mothers  ...  405 

Total  number  of  visits  to  old  people  for  hospital 

assessment  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  195 

T otal  number  of  visits  for  care  and  after-care  ...  199 

Total  number  of  visits  to  T.B.  households  ...  29 

Total  number  of  infant  death  investigations  ...  23 

Total  number  of  ineffectual  visits  ...  ...  ...  4,355 

Total  attendances  at  clinics  ...  ...  ...  1,376 


IECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

The  Queen  Victoria  Institute  continued  to  act  as  the  agent  of  the  Council  in 
aspect  of  home  nursing  as  well  as  part  of  the  domiciliary  midwifery  service.  The 
umber  of  staff  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Superintendent  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Assistant  Superintendents  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Q.V.I.  district  nurses  who  have  completed  their  period 

of  contract  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Q.V.I.  nurses  completing  their  contract  of  service  ...  2 

Student  nurses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Male  nurses  completing  their  contract  of  service  ...  1 

Non  Q.V.I.  nurses — 

Full-time 
Part-time 


6 
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The  following  table  gives  the  statistical  summary  of  the  visits  paid  by  nurses 
to  various  types  of  cases  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Cases 

Visits 

Medical 

1,880 

63,976 

Surgical 

264 

9,767 

Infectious  disease 

1 

10 

Tuberculosis  ... 

38 

2,292 

Maternal  complications 

146 

1,487 

Others 

383 

1,933 

2,712 

79,465 

The  following  information  is  also  of  interest  : — 1,274  of  the  2,712  patients  were 
aged  65  or  over  at  the  time  of  the  first  visit  and  altogether  they  received  56,847 
visits.  Of  this  number  174  had  more  than  24  visits  each  during  the  year  and  in  facl 
received  a  total  of  29,720  visits  between  them.  116  cases  of  the  2,712  cases  were  undei 
the  age  of  5  years  and  received  1,138  visits. 

It  is  interesting  to  record  a  decline  in  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  tuberculous 
patients.  There  has  been  quite  an  increase  in  the  number  of  surgical  cases  nursed 

It  is  difficult  to  give  any  statistical  data  as  to  the  extent  to  which  the  hom< 
nursing  services  relieved  pressure  on  hospitals  by  providing  home  care  for  patient: 
who  might  otherwise  have  to  be  admitted  to  hospital  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  then 
are  many  cases  in  which  it  would  be  unsound  to  regard  home  nursing  as  a  substitute 
for  hospital  nursing.  Nevertheless,  it  can  be  stated  that  home  treatment  of  tuber 
culous  patients  does  save  hospital  accommodation  and  I  am  quite  sure  that  in  thl 
majority  of  elderly  patients  the  regular  visits  of  the  home  nurse,  and  the  home  hel] 
combined  with  the  efforts  of  the  family,  do  postpone  for  a  considerable  time,  an< 
frequently  avoid  altogether,  admission  to  hospital.  But  the  admission  of  elder!; 
people  to  hospital  or  to  a  home  is  a  very  big  subject  and  further  reference  will  be  mad 
to  it  in  the  section  of  this  Report  which  deals  with  the  administration  of  the  Nations 
Assistance  Act.  Conversely  I  am  sure  that  quite  a  number  of  patients  are  discharge* 
earlier  from  hospital  than  would  otherwise  be  the  case  because  we  have  in  Readin 
a  reasonably  adequate  home  nursing  and  home  help  service.  Furthermore,  I  have  th 
impression  that  general  practitioners  in  the  town  are  more  willing  to  nurse  patient 
in  their  own  homes  than  is  the  case  in  many  other  parts  of  the  country. 

The  arrangements  for  the  issue  of  nursing  requisites  continued  satisfactory 
throughout  the  year.  The  Queen  Victoria  Institute  now  only  holds  a  small  suppl 
for  emergency  use  at  their  Homes  and  issues  are  made  mainly  from  the  Central  Depc 
at  Star  Lane  on  the  production  of  a  note  of  authorisation  signed  by  a  district  nurs* 
It  is  also  the  responsibility  of  the  staff  of  this  Central  Depot  to  make  sure  that  equi] 
ment  is  returned  when  it  is  no  longer  required. 

The  following  table  gives  a  comparison  of  the  home  nursing  work  carried  on 
since  1949  : — 
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Year 

Number  of  cases  nursed 

Total  number  of  visits 

1949 

2,741 

92,000 

1950 

2,761 

84,029 

1951 

2,831 

66,937 

1952 

3,082 

74,168 

1953 

3,490 

77,717 

1954 

3,294 

81,089 

1955 

3,443 

79,088 

1956 

2,380 

79,738 

1957 

2,712 

79,465 

SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION  (excluding 

B.C.G.) 

Arrangements  for  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  against  whooping  cough 
:ontinued  to  be  carried  out  on  the  lines  described  in  previous  reports.  Unfortunately 
here  was  a  serious  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis  in  the  town  in  the  last  quarter  of  the 
7ear  and  during  this  period  immunisations  at  the  clinics  were  postponed  and  general 
>ractitioners  were  advised  not  to  immunise  children  against  diphtheria  or  whooping 
:ough.  Fortunately  we  were  able  to  resume  immunisation  early  in  1958.  Consider- 
Ltion  was  also  given  to  the  advisability  of  immunisation  against  tetanus,  either  singly 
>r  in  combination  with  immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  by 
neans  of  a  triple  antigen.  The  scheme  for  immunisation  against  tetanus  was  intro- 
luced  when  we  resumed  vaccination  in  1958.  The  following  tables  give  the  position 
is  at  31st  December,  1957.  The  figures  include  children  who  were  given  combined 
njections  against  whooping  cough  and  diphtheria. 


Diphtheria 


Number  of  children  who  had  completed  a  course  of  Immunisation  at  any  time 
between  1st  January,  1943  and  31st  December,  1957. 


Age  at  31/12/57 
i.e.  born  in  the  year 

Under  1 
1957 

1-4 

1953-1956 

5-9 

1948-1952 

10-14 

1943-1947 

Under  15 
Total 

Last  complete  course  of 
injections  (whether  prim¬ 
ary  or  booster) 

A  1953-1957 

133 

4,808 

2,487 

132 

7,560 

B  1952  or  earlier 

— 

— • 

3,946 

7,222 

11,168 

C  Estimated  mid-year 
child  population 

1,760 

6,340 

18,000 

26,100 

Immunity  Index 

7-55 

75-84 

75-64 

74-48 
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The  number  of  children  who  completed  the  course  of  inoculation  with  Pertussi 
Vaccines  (including  combined  diphtheria/pertussis  vaccines)  during  1957  was  ; 
follows  : — 


Age  at  Date  of 
Final  Injection 


Under 

1-4 

5-14 

1  year 

years 

years 

Total 

843 

255 

51 

1,149 

Booster  Doses  for  Diphtheria  alone  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  149 

Booster  Doses — Combined  Whooping  Cough  and  Diphtheria  ...  ...  848 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Vaccinations  performed  during  1957 


Age  at  31/12/57 
i.e.,  born  in  year 

Under  1 

1  year 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Total 

Number 

Vaccinated 

857 

38 

54 

47 

90 

1,086 

Number 

Re-vaccinated 

25 

7 

5 

15 

90 

142 

IMMUNISATION  FIGURES  FOR  PERIOD  JANUARY  1st  to  DECEMBER  31st,  1957 
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Total 

T)- CD  (N  -H  05  <M 

CO  C-  l>  05  i/5  CD  UO  CD 

04  0s!  i— <  i— i  CO  1  i> 

2,208 

No.  of  children 
who  received 
a  reinforcing 
injection 
against 
Whooping 
Cough 

MINI!  ” 

CO 

No.  of  children 
who  received 
a  reinforcing 
injection 
against 
Diphtheria 
and 

Whooping 

Cough 

CO  ©  05  l>  CD  ''t  r-*  00 

04  CD  05  00  CO  CM 

00 

oo 

No.  of  children 
who  received 
a  reinforcing 
injection 
against 
Diphtheria 

00  00  ©  CD  00  CO  U5  00 
»-<  _  _  _  CM  I-H  CO 

149 

No.  of  children 
who  completed 
a  course  of 
Immunisation 
against 
Whooping 
Cough 

— 1  CM  j  i-<  <M  j  j  04 

00 

No.  of  children 
who  completed 
a  course  of 
Immunisation 
against 
Diphtheria 
and 

Whooping 

Cough 

05  IN  IN  <N  00  05  LO 

00  00  IN  t>  CD  lO  *-1  t> 

r— .  I/O 

1,141 

No.  of  children 
who  completed 
a  course  of 
Immunisation 
against 
Diphtheria 

CO  04  CD  C4  CO  CO  ^  CD 

t-H  r-H  1—4 

59 

Sess¬ 

ions 

IN  IN  05  05  IN  ©  CO  1 

r— <  i-H  r— <  j—* 

Clinic 

Grovelands 

Whitley 

Tilehurst  ... 

Caversham 

School,  Queen’s  Road 
Southcote 

Emmer  Green 

Carried  out  by  Private 
Practitioners 

Totals 
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Vaccination  Figures  for  Period  1st  January  to  31st  December,  1957 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox 


Clinic 

Sessions 

0-6  months 

7-12  months 

over  12  months 

Totals 

Grovelands  . . . 

18 

44 

10 

9 

63  (2) 

Whitley 

17 

70 

7 

6 

83  (7) 

Tilehurst 

9 

35 

11 

6 

52  (2) 

Caversham 

9 

47 

12 

4 

63  (7) 

Queen’s  Road 
School 

18 

79 

26 

51 

156  (26) 

Southcote 

10 

37 

5 

4 

46  (8) 

E miner  Green 

13 

16 

4 

— 

20  (3) 

Whitley  Infant 
Welfare  Clinics 

27 

3 

1 

31 

Carried  out  by 
Private  Prac¬ 
titioners 

_ _ 

354 

95 

265 

714  (87) 

Totals 

709 

173 

346 

1,228  (142) 

Poliomyelitis  Vaccination.  Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  continue 
throughout  the  year  although  there  were  difficulties  because  of  the  supply  positioi 
Towards  the  end  of  the  year  we  received  news  of  the  Ministry’s  plans  to  extend  th 
offer  of  immunisation  to  all  school  children  and  to  expectant  mothers.  The  respons 
was  very  good  and  it  is  hoped  that  we  will  be  able  to  vaccinate  all  applicants  befoi 
the  poliomyelitis  season  of  1958  commences.  It  is  interesting  to  report  that 
continued  to  vaccinate  against  poliomyelitis  at  a  time  when  the  disease  was  quit 
prevalent  in  the  town  in  the  last  quarter  of  1957  without  any  untoward  effects. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  children  who  completed  a  course  ( 
immunisation  during  the  year  classified  according  to  the  year  of  birth  : — 


1947  ... 

582 

1953  ...  46 

1948  ... 

509 

1954  ...  17 

1949  ... 

474 

1955  ...  15 

1950  ... 

407 

1956  ...  3 

1951  ... 

201 

3 

1952  ... 

79 

Total  2,333 

Of  these  281  were  completed  by  general  practitioners. 

Vaccination  against  Smallpox.  I  have  to  report  one  death  from  generalise 
vaccinia.  He  was  a  child  (K.N.)  who  was  born  on  5.4.57  and  was  suffering  from 
congenital  condition  known  as  congenital  agammaglobulinaemia.  The  post-mortei: 
examination  showed  no  evidence  of  post-vaccinial  encephalitis,  and  a  full  report  wa 
sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

The  day-to-day  supervision  of  this  service  continued  under  the  aBgis  of  the 
Transport  Manager  and  Engineer,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for  the  following  infor¬ 
mation  and  to  whom  I  would  like  to  express  my  appreciation  of  the  efficient  manner 
in  which  the  service  operates. 

The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  work  carried  out  since  1949  for 
Borough  and  non-Borough  cases  : — 


Year 

Journeys 

Patients 

Mileage 

1949 

8,797 

10,098 

88,884 

1950 

10,702 

12,165 

106,256 

1951 

12,176 

14,097 

119,839 

1952 

15,649 

18,096 

139,596 

1953 

19,357 

23,482 

155,528 

1954 

21,361 

24,453 

159,361 

1955 

22,224 

26,207 

162,369 

1956 

23,681 

27,296 

152,241 

1957 

24,141 

27,758 

155,283 

Summary  of  work  carried  out  during  1957  is  tabulated  below  : — 


CA1 

LLS 

PATIENTS 

) 

MILES 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Borough 

Cases 

only 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Borough 

Cases 

only 

Total 

All 

Areas 

Borough 

Cases 

Only 

Emergency  (i.e.,  999  Calls) 

1,  568 

1,275 

1,534 

1,210 

8,577 

5,313 

Urgent  and  Non-urgent  Cases 

22,503 

19,870 

26,170 

23,571 

143,345 

116,672 

Flying  Squad  Duties  . 

) 

70 

34 

54 

26 

1,361 

236 

Departmental ;  Stretcher  Cases 

Ambulances  j  Sitting/Walking 

Cases 

11,765 

12,376 

9,884 

11,295 

12,717 

15,041 

12,319 

12,488 

85,136 

70,147 

66,902 

55,319 

Ambulance  Fleet.  The  fleet  at  the  end  of  the  year  consisted  of  2  sitting/walking 
case  ambulances  and  8  large  ambulances,  5  of  the  latter  being  powered  by  diesel 
engines  which  have  given  satisfactory  results  in  miles  per  gallon. 

Combined  Ambulance  and  Hospital  Car  Service  Statistics.  The  following 
table  gives  the  figures  for  mileage  and  patients  carried  by  Ambulances  and  the  Hos¬ 
pital  Car  Service  during  the  past  three  years. 

On  1st  April,  1956,  the  Ambulance  Service  took  over  the  responsibility  for 
:onveying  to  and  from  Battle  Hospital  all  patients  residing  in  the  Borough  of  Reading 
^vho  may  have  previously  been  conveyed  by  either  the  Hospital  Car  or  the  Ambulance 
service.  As  a  result,  the  year  1957  shows  an  overall  reduction  of  12,556  miles  com¬ 
pared  with  1955.  The  number  of  patients  has  remained  approximately  constant. 
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Ambulance 

Service 

1955 

26,207 

Patients 

1956 

27,296 

1957 

27,758 

1955 

162,369 

Miles 

1956 

152,241 

1957 

155,283 

1955 

6.19 

M.P.P 

1956  1957 

5.57  5.59 

Hospital 

Car 

Service 

7,304 

6,943 

5,686 

75,282 

70,112 

69,812 

10.30 

10.09 

12.28 

33,511 

34,239 

33,444 

237,651 

222,353 

225,095 

7.09 

6.49 

6.73 

General.  Full  advantage  was  taken  to  convey  both  stretcher  and  sitting/ 
walking  patients  by  train  to  various  parts  of  the  country  during  this  year  ;  in  this 
connection  150  journeys  were  arranged. 

The  Ambulance  Service  has  received  valuable  assistance,  which  is  much  appre¬ 
ciated,  from  both  the  British  Red  Cross  Society  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Brigade, 
in  providing  escorts  for  patients  attending  Fairmile  Hospital  or  on  long  distance 
journeys  by  train. 

Full  co-operation  exists  between  the  Borough  and  County  Police  Forces,  the 
Berkshire  and  Reading  Fire  Brigade  and  the  Ambulance  Service.  The  mutual 
assistance  rendered  by  these  three  services  has  resulted  in  emergencies,  which  arise 
from  time  to  time,  being  dealt  with  in  an  efficient  manner. 

The  Ambulance  Service  is  working  to  its  maximum  capacity  with  the  manpower  u 
and  vehicles  available.  Estimates  for  1958/9  include  for  the  provision  of  radio  control 
and  preliminary  investigations  are  in  hand. 

SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

A.  Tuberculosis,  (see  also  Section  re  Infectious  Disease).  The  arrangements 
for  the  care  and  after-care  of  tuberculous  patients  continues  to  work  well.  The 
Council’s  Tuberculosis  Welfare  Officer  acted  as  Hon.  Secretary  for  the  Reading 
Tuberculosis  Care  Association.  I  would  like  to  take  this  opportunity  of  thanking 
members  of  the  R.T.C.A.  for  the  time  and  thought  they  give  to  this  work.  Also  a 
very  special  word  of  thanks  to  the  Seal  Sale  Committee  which,  once  again,  organised 
a  highly  successful  sale  to  provide  the  bulk  of  the  money  from  which  the  Care  Associ¬ 
ation  meets  its  expenses. 

(a)  Report  of  the  Tuberculosis  Welfare  Officer: —  During  1957  the  work  of  the 
department  has  continued  on  similar  lines  as  the  previous  year.  The  average  length 
of  time  away  from  work  or  full  household  duties  for  treatment  of  tuberculosis  is 
12-18  months  and  for  all  patients  this  means  making  some  adjustment.  For  some, 
this  is  very  difficult  and  a  number  of  people  require  a  considerable  amount  of  help 
from  the  Welfare  Officer  to  be  able  to  achieve  this. 

There  is  also  a  hard  core  of  chronic  tuberculous  patients  who  need  to  be  seen 
frequently. 

In  order  that  patients  should  receive  the  facilities  of  the  community  when  needed, 
the  Welfare  Officer  maintains  close  contact  with  the  Area  Officer  of  the  National 
Assistance  Board,  Home  Help  Department,  etc.,  and  the  various  voluntary  organis-i 
ations. 

The  facilities  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Department  during  the  year  are  as 
follows  : — 

Recuperative  Holidays  ...  12 

Free  Milk  ...  ...  ...  135 

Boarding  out  contacts  ...  2 

Under  the  Christmas  Parcels  Scheme  organised  by  the  Care  Association,  8Zi 
parcels  were  distributed.  Two-thirds  of  the  cost  was  paid  for  by  the  Public  Health 
Department.  The  remainder  being  met  by  the  Care  Association. 

r  D?; 
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(&)  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association.  The  Secretary  reports  as  follows  : _ 

The  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association  continues  to  run  a  number  of  schemes 
for  patients  either  in  hospital  or  on  home  treatment,  while  also  giving  special  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  needs  of  individual  patients  and  their  families.  Grants  for  the  past  year 
include  payment  of  solicitor’s  fees,  a  cot  and  mattress,  holiday  for  a  family  etc 
The  following  is  a  summary  of  grants  given  during  the  year 


Provision  of  clothing  ...  14 

Radios  (repairs,  batteries  and 

licences)  ...  ...  ...  5 

Holiday  for  relatives  ...  6 

Bedding  .  5 

Travelling  expenses  ...  7 

Fuel .  11 

Groceries  .  1 

Others  .  1 1 


The  Association  are  very  grateful  to  Messrs.  Sutton  and  Sons  for  the  large 
consignment  of  seeds  given  every  year  for  patients.  This  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
Association’s  Garden  Scheme.  Two  retired  gardeners  prepared  and  planted  the 
gardens  of  17  patients. 

The  Fuel  Scheme  provided  79  patients  with  4  cwt.  of  coal.  This  was  very  much 
appreciated,  particularly  as  many  patients  buy  their  coal  weekly. 

As  well  as  the  parcels  of  groceries  provided  at  Christmas,  a  small  gift  was  made 
to  each  of  the  25  patients  in  Park  Hospital.  Toys  were  given  to  40  children  out  of 
the  Association’s  funds,  and  these  were  supplemented  by  toys  which  were  collected 
at  the  Regal  Cinema  and  presented  to  the  Association  by  the  Regal  Cinema  Manager. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  and  British  Red  Cross  Library  continue  to  provide 
books  to  patients  in  hospital  and  to  those  on  home  treatment.  Books  are  delivered 
fortnightly  and  1,285  were  issued  during  the  year. 

The  grant  of  £10  made  to  the  Occupational  Therapist  last  year,  enabled  her  to 
lelp  a  few  chronic  patients  in  such  a  way  that  they  had  the  benefit  of  a  few  shillings 
orofit  on  articles  made. 

This  year  the  Association  received  a  grant  from  the  Rag  Committee  of  the 

1  diversity.  A  generous  sum  of  £100  enabled  the  Committee  to  give  special  attention 
1  0  the  needs  of  children. 


(c)  Tuberculosis  Christmas  Seal  Sale.  A  further  Christmas  Seal  Sale  was  organ- 
1  sed  on  behalf  of  the  Reading  Tuberculosis  Care  Association  on  lines  similar  to  that 
f  the  previous  year.  It  was  not  surprising  that  with  money  tighter  and  competition 
rom  other  organisations  greater  that  this  year  s  effort  produced  less  revenue,  viz., 


! 

1 

1 

1 

| 


The  voluntary  committee  of  twenty-one  members  with  Miss  B.  I.  Hartley  as 
hairman,  Mr.  W.  J.  Farrier  as  Honorary  Treasurer  and  Mr.  C.  E.  House  as  Seal  Sale 
►rganiser  are  grateful  to  the  managements  of  Messrs.  Heelas  Limited,  Messrs.  Little- 
oods  Limited,  Messrs.  H.  J.  Tutty  Limited,  Messrs.  Wellsteeds  Limited,  the  Reading 
attle  Market,  the  Reading  Co-operative  Society  (Cheapside,  London  Road  and 

respect  Street,  Caversham,  stores),  for  allowing  the  use  of  their  premises  as  selling 
^ntres. 

A  further  concert  in  support  of  the  Sale  was  organised  by  Mrs.  M.  Aubrey 
)gether  with  a  bring  and  buy  sale.  This  venture  produced  a  profit  of  over  £40. 
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(d)  Occupational  Therapy .  Miss  L.  D.  Saunders  continued  her  good  work  as 
Occupational  Therapist  for  tuberculous  patients  and  has  submitted  the  following 
report  : — 

Over  100  patients,  53  being  new,  have  enjoyed  the  benefits  derived  from  occu¬ 
pational  therapy.  Over  520  visits  have  been  made  to  patients  undertaking  treatment 
in  their  own  homes.  1  hose  in  hospital  have  also  been  visited  regularly  while  there, 
and  later  at  home  when  discharged,  or  before,  while  awaiting  a  bed,  and  the  variety 
of  the  work  available  has  been  enthusiastically  welcomed  by  almost  everyone. 

Usefulness  has  again  influenced  the  nature  of  work  undertaken  and  nearly  one 
half  of  the  £500  worth  of  materials  issued  during  the  year  has  gone  to  the  making 
of  rugs,  woven  scarves  and  knitted  garments  of  all  descriptions,  and  anything  for 
the  home  or  family  is  invariably  bought  by  the  patients  when  complete,  giving 
further  satisfaction  to  the  effort  made. 

Quite  a  variety  of  ornamental  pursuits,  such  as  cane  work,  toys,  plaster  figures, 
painting  on  materials,  pictures,  embroidery  and  model  making,  has  also  been  much 
enjoyed  with  excellent  results  and  stimulating  effect  on  the  patients. 

Only  about  36  articles  have  been  returned  for  sale  at  the  Reading  Helping  Hand 
Shop,  30  of  which  have  been  sold. 

No  completed  goods  were  sent  to  the  other  Helping  Hand  Shops  this  year  but 

21  of  the  existing  ones  there  have  been  sold. 

A  grant  from  the  R.T.C.A.  to  help  patients  unable  to  pay  for  the  materials  used, 
has  enabled  a  few  of  them  to  benefit  by  the  small  profits  obtained  from  the  Reading 
shop  when  the  finished  articles  are  sold. 

(e)  B.C.G.  Vaccination.  During  the  year  309  contacts  were  vaccinated  with 

B.C.G.  and  521  school  leavers  completed  the  full  course  of  vaccination  including  the 

post- vaccination  Mantoux  test. 

The  figures  for  school  leavers  are  as  follows  : — 

Number  skin  tested  ...  ...  619 

Number  found  negative  . . .  524 

Number  vaccinated  ...  ...  521 

B.  Provision  of  Nursing  Equipment  and  Apparatus.  There  were  no 
changes  in  the  arrangements  for  the  issue  of  nursing  equipment  and  apparatus.  At 
the  same  time  I  must  mention  the  fact  that  this  is  one  of  the  instances  where  we  find 
it  a  great  advantage  to  be  doing  work  under  the  National  Assistance  Act  as  well  as 
under  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  Some  types  of  apparatus  are  provided  under 
Section  29  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  while  others  are  provided  under  Section 
28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act.  It  makes  for  much  more  simplified  working 
if  authority  for  the  supply  of  equipment  under  either  Section  can  be  given  by  the 
one  department. 

C.  During  the  year  44  patients,  including  31  adults  and  13  children,  were  sent 
away  for  periods  of  convalescence  under  the  Council’s  scheme. 

D.  Health  Education  (see  also  report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and 
report  of  School  Medical  Officer).  Apart  from  the  routine  matters  on  which  health 
education  proceeds  continuously  such  as  immunisation  against  diphtheria,  food 
hygiene,  care  of  infants  and  young  children,  a  special  item  of  interest  under  this 
heading  is  the  subject  of  smoking  and  cancer  of  the  lung.  A  report  was  submitted  tc 
the  Health  Committee  on  this  subject.  This  report  included  the  views  of  the  Medica 
Research  Council  on  the  relationship  between  cigarette  smoking  and  cancer  of  the 
lung  and  also  referred  to  the  arguments  brought  forward  by  those  who  regard  the 
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relationship  between  the  two  as  not  yet  proven.  As  a  result  of  this  report,  the  Com¬ 
mittee  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  best  way  of  dealing  with  the  subject  was  to 
try  to  prevent  children  from  starting  to  smoke  and  I  was  authorised  to  discuss  this 
with  the  Chief  Education  Officer.  As  a  result  of  our  discussions,  certain  leaflets  issued 
by  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education  are  to  be  issued  to  school  leavers  ; 
whether  these  will  have  any  effect  is  a  matter  of  conjecture. 

Statistics  about  the  national  consumption  of  tobacco  certainly  suggest  that 
any  propaganda  directed  towards  persuading  people  to  give  up  smoking  because  they 
may  develop  cancer  of  the  lung  has  had  no  effect,  and  it  seems  to  me  that  if  smoking 
is  to  be  given  up  it  will  be  given  up  because  it  is  regarded  as  an  unsocial  habit  rather 
than  for  any  other  reasons.  After  all,  it  is  not  so  long  ago  since  spitting  came  to  be 
regarded  as  an  obnoxious  and  anti-social  habit.  If  smoking  is  to  follow  suit  then 
obviously  parents  must  set  an  example  to  their  children.  But  there  are  no  such  signs 
that  such  a  change  of  opinion  is  taking  place  at  the  present. 

WORK  OF  THE  FAMILY  CASEWORKERS— PREVENTION  OF 
BREAK-UP  OF  FAMILIES  [Circular  27/54) 

The  two  family  caseworkers  and  the  Reading  Family  Aid  Group  continue  their 
work  with  thirty-three  families  who  have  been  referred  to  them.  The  work  is  nece¬ 
ssarily  slow  in  results  and  although  the  aim  is  that  of  making  the  families  self-suffi¬ 
cient,  some  families  may  never  be  able  to  achieve  this.  In  these  cases  little  can  be 
done  except  to  improve  the  home  conditions  so  that  the  children  can  remain  with 
their  parents  where  this  is  advisable.  With  other  families  more  is  possible  in  the 
long  run  and  casework  can  be  directed  towards  building  on  the  families’  own  strengths 
in  order  that  they  may  manage  alone  at  a  future  date. 

The  families  visited  at  present  have  156  children  between  them,  60  of  these  are 
below  school  age,  66  between  5  and  10  years,  and  30  more  between  10  and  15  years. 

This  year  two  students  from  the  course  in  social  studies  at  Bristol  University 
have  been  able  to  do  periods  of  practical  work  with  the  caseworkers.  The  attempt  to 
demonstrate  the  work  is  made  against  a  general  background  of  the  social  services 
provided  in  the  tow,  with  particular  reference  to  the  services  of  the  Health 
Department.  Help  with  this  is  dependent  on  the  co-operation  of  colleagues  and  we 
take  this  opportunity  to  express  appreciation  for  the  help  received  from  them 
throughout  the  year. 

Reading  Family  Aid  Group.  The  Group  has  a  total  of  19  families  who  are 
visited  regularly.  During  the  year  visits  have  been  discontinued  to  4  families  who 
it  was  hoped  would  in  future  be  able  to  manage  alone.  Two  families  previously  on 
the  list  but  transferred  temporarily  to  the  supervision  of  the  Children’s  Department 
have  been  taken  back  by  the  Group  and  a  family  already  visited  by  a  caseworker 
added  to  the  list  in  order  that  the  material  resources  of  the  Group  could  be  used. 
A  completely  new  case  has  also  been  accepted. 

During  the  summer  the  Group  was  able  to  arrange  outings  for  60  children  so 
they  could  have  a  break  and  change  away  from  home  and  to  give  the  mothers  some 
relief  in  the  holidays.  9  children  were  taken  to  the  sea,  15  for  an  afternoon  at  a  bathing 
pool  and  5  to  Chessington  Zoo.  Through  the  helpful  co-operation  of  the  Children’s 
Department  in  making  arrangements  it  was  possible  to  send  31  children  to  country 
foster  homes  for  one  or  two  weeks.  This  built  them  up  physically  and  the  contact 
made  by  the  children  with  the  families  with  whom  they  stayed  seems  on  the  whole 
to  have  been  a  useful  one  and  in  many  cases  has  been  maintained  since  the  children 
returned  home. 

These  arrangements  and  other  work  of  the  Group  is  made  possible  through  the 
generous  financial  support  of  voluntary  contributors.  The  children’s  holidays  were 
largely  financed  by  money  raised  from  the  University  Rag  and  the  Group  is  extremely 
grateful  for  this  and  other  donations  received  from  individuals  and  societies  through¬ 
out  the  year. 
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Homeless  Families  (to  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  Section  on  Temporary 
Accommodation  under  the  National  Assistance  Act). 

The  family  caseworkers  spend  considerable  time  in  connection  with  problems 
of  accommodation.  The  majority  of  people  seen  in  this  context  are  mainly  families 
who  are  living  in  sub-let  accommodation.  Married  couples  with  one  or  more  children 
who  do  not  yet  qualify  for  consideration  as  Corporation  tenants  are  liable  to  be 
evicted  from  rooms  and  find  it  difficult  to  get  accommodation  elsewhere.  In  addition 
many  enquiries  are  received  from  people  who  are  not  in  imminent  danger  of  eviction 
but  who  are  concerned  with  finding  accommodation  more  suited  to  their  needs. 
The  help  given  by  the  caseworkers  varies  from  suggesting  addresses  to  more  active 
participation  in  finding  accommodation. 

When  this  fails  it  is  sometimes  necessary  to  admit  the  mother  and  children  to 
Part  III  accommodation  until  rooms  can  be  found  or  they  are  re-housed  by  the 
Corporation.  In  these  cases  the  children  under  school  age  are  admitted  to  a  Day 
Nursery  to  enable  the  mother  to  make  every  effort  to  find  an  address  as  soon  as 
possible. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  women  admitted  to  temporary  accommodation 
by  the  caseworkers  was  15,  11  of  these  had  19  children  between  them,  the  remaining 
4  were  single  or  childless  women.  There  were  3  mothers  with  7  children  in  Part  III 
accommodation  on  31st  December,  1957. 

SECTION  29— HOME  HELP  SERVICE 

In  my  last  report  I  gave  a  few  thumbnail  sketches  of  typical  examples  of  the 
way  in  which  this  service  was  able  to  help  various  people  in  the  town.  The  demand 
for  Home  Helps  continued  to  increase  and  a  large  part  of  the  work  was  on  behalf  of 
elderly  people.  Frequent  visits  of  the  Helps  and  Supervisors  have  meant  that  the 
unexpressed  needs  of  many  old  folk  are  discovered  and  arrangements  can  frequently 
be  made  to  relieve  the  situation  by  reference  to  such  bodies  as  the  National  Assistance 
Board,  the  Hospital  Almoners,  and  the  Meals  on  Wheels  Service.  Towards  autumn 
we  became  worried  about  the  possibility  of  elderly  people  living  alone  being  stricken 
with  Asian  ’flu  and  therefore  we  developed  a  scheme  whereby  yellow  labels  were 
issued  to  elderly  people  and  requesting  them  to  show  one  of  these  in  their  window 
if  they  desired  help  at  any  time.  As  things  turned  out  very  few  elderly  people  were, 
in  fact,  affected  by  Asian  ’flu  but  I  am  glad  to  report  that  there  were  instances  when 
the  scheme  was  useful  and  it  has  continued  to  be  used  after  the  epidemic  had  passed. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  cases  where  domestic  help  was  provided 
during  the  year  : — 

Maternity  cases  ...  ...  221 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  7 

Chronic  Sick  (including  aged 

and  infirm)  ...  ...  878 

Others  .  299 


1,405 


The  number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as  follows  : — 

Whole-time  ...  ...  ...  1 

Part-time  ...  ...  ...  181 

Again  I  would  make  special  mention  of  the  number  of  meals  which  are  supplied  : 
by  the  Home  Helps.  They  continued  to  average  just  under  1,000  meals  per  week 
and  are  in  addition  to  those  supplied  by  the  W.V.S.  under  their  Meals  on  Wheels 
Scheme. 


SECTION  29 — DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 
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SECTION  51— MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 

1.  Mental  Illness 

(a)  Administration.  The  general  arrangements  continued  as  outlined  in  previous 
reports,  viz.,  Mr.  C.  E.  House  acted  as  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  He  is  relieved  by 
Miss  J.  M.  Robb,  Mental  Deficiency  Officer,  and  also  by  a  clerical  assistant  in  the 
Welfare  Section. 

(b)  Royal  Commission  on  the  Law  relating  to  Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency 
A  very  important  event  in  1957  was  the  publication  of  the  Report  of  the  Royal 
Commission  on  the  Law  Relating  to  Mental  Illness  and  Mental  Deficiency.  A  special 
report  on  the  findings  of  the  Commission  were  submitted  to  the  Mental  Welfare 
Sub-Committee  and  naturally  this  dealt  mainly  with  the  changed  responsibilities 
and  duties  which  are  likely  to  fall  on  Local  Health  Authorities.  A  new  classification 
is  suggested,  viz.,  patients  who  are  mentally  ill,  patients  of  severely  sub-normal 
personality,  and  psychotic  patients.  It  is  also  proposed  to  abolish  the  present  separate 
Lunacy  and  Mental  Deficiency  Acts  and  to  replace  them  by  one  single  Act  dealing 
with  these  various  types  of  patients.  One  of  the  main  objects  of  new  legislation  will 
be  to  enable  patients  to  be  admitted  to  mental  hospitals  with  as  much  freedom  and 
informality  as  they  can  be  admitted  to  general  hospitals.  Compulsory  admission 
and  detention  will  only  be  used  under  very  special  circumstances.  Naturally  there 
has  been  a  great  deal  of  discussion  as  to  the  practicability  of  these  recommendations 
but  it  does  seem  likely  that  they  will  be  incorporated  into  new  legislation.  So  far  as 
the  Local  Health  Authority  is  concerned  we  shall  have  many  more  duties  to  carry 
out  and  the  Report  states  that  the  general  division  of  functions  between  hospitals 
and  Local  Authorities  should  be  that  the  hospitals  provide  in-patient  and  out-patient 
services  for  the  patients  who  need  specialist  medical  treatment  or  continual  nursing 
attention.  This  includes  the  care  of  homeless  patients  if  appropriate  care  cannot 
be  provided  at  home  and  includes  in-patient  training  for  suitable  cases.  The  aim 
of  treatment  or  training  is  to  make  the  patient  fit  to  live  with  the  general  community 
outside.  No  patient  should  be  retained  as  a  hospital  in-patient  where  he  has  reached 
the  stage  at  which  he  could  return  home  if  he  had  a  reasonably  good  home  to  go  to. 
At  that  stage  the  provision  of  residential  care  becomes  the  responsibility  of  the 
Local  Authority.  The  residential  care  may  involve  the  provision  of  residential 
training  centres  for  some  severely  subnormal  children,  residential  accommodation 
in  private  homes  or  in  hostels  provided  by  voluntary  societies  or  by  the  Local 
Authority  themselves  for  many  types  of  patient  including  old  people  with  mild 
mental  infirmity.  In  addition  to  providing  some  or  all  of  the  preceding  types  ot 
residential  accommodation,  Local  Authorities  will  be  expected  to  provide,  as  part  of 
their  community  care  services,  such  things  as  general  social  help  and  advice  to 
people  of  all  types  and  ages,  to  their  relatives,  training  or  occupation  centres,  and 
social  centres  for  suitable  children  and  adults  on  a  day  basis.  By  these  methods  and 
by  means  of  the  Local  Health  Authority  preventive  mental  health  services,  it  is  hoped 
to  effect  a  considerable  reduction  in  the  present  number  of  patients  in  mental  hos¬ 
pitals  and  also  a  considerable  curtailment  in  the  numbers  of  those  to  be  admitted  in 
the  future. 

It  is  obvious  that  all  this  will  involve  the  Local  Authority  in  the  provision  of 
additional  staff  and  in  the  provision  of  a  good  deal  of  additional  accommodation. 
Consideration  is  being  given  in  various  quarters  to  the  training  necessary  to  equip 
Local  Authority  staff  for  their  new  and  additional  duties.  At  the  moment  it  looks  as 
if  some  form  of  in-service  training  will  be  the  answer — it  is  quite  hopeless  to  expect 
that  there  will  be  a  supply  of  fully  trained  psychiatric  social  workers  for  a  great  many 
years  to  come. 

My  own  hope  is  that  no  one  will  attempt  to  effect  a  change  by  sudden  or  dramatic 
action  but  that  the  changes  should  be  allowed  to  take  place  gradually  subject  to 
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nodifications  in  the  light  of  local  experience.  There  are  plenty  of  pitfalls  and  diffi¬ 
culties  in  the  implementation  of  the  Commission’s  recommendations  and  it  will  be  a 
)ity  if  these  recommendations  are  negatived  by  precipitate  action. 


(c)  Report  by  Duly  Authorised  Officer.  Mr.  House  has  submitted  the  following 
particulars  about  his  work  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts. 

During  the  year  the  following  have  been  ADMITTED  into  various  Mental 
Tospitals  from  Reading  : — 


iunacy  Act,  1890 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Section  16 — Certified  under  Summary  Reception  Order 
Section  20 — Removed  under  Duly  Authorised  Officers’ 

4 

22 

26 

Order — 3  days 

15 

15 

30 

Section  21 — Removed  under  Justices’  Order — 14  days 
Section  21a — Persons  removed  under  Section  20,  whose 
Orders  were  extended  for  a  further  period  of  14  days 

1 

2 

3 

by  Certificate  of  Hospital  Medical  Officer 

Persons  removed  under  Section  21,  whose  Orders 
were  extended  for  a  further  period  of  14  days  by 

8 

10 

18 

Certificate  of  Hospital  Medical  Officer 

Section  16 — Certified  under  Summary  Reception  Order 

1 

1 

2 

at  expiration  of  Section  20  and  Section  21a  Orders  . . . 

— 

2 

2 

Persons  Examined  by  Justice  but  NO  ORDER  made 

1 

1 

2 

dental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

Section  1 — Voluntary  Patients  ... 

83 

119 

202 

Section  5 — Temporary  Patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  following  Reading  patients  have  been  REGRADED 
uring  their  in-patient  stay  at  Mental  Hospitals 

4 

5 

'rom  Lunacy  Act,  1890 

Section  16 — to  Voluntary  Class . 

2 

7 

9 

Section  20 — to  Voluntary  Class . 

6 

2 

8 

Section  21 — to  Voluntary  Class . 

— 

1 

1 

Section  21a — to  Voluntary  Class  ...  . 

7 

8 

15 

rom  Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

Section  5 — to  Voluntary  Class .  1  — •  1 


The  following  Reading  patients  have  LEFT  Mental  Hospitals  : — 


unacy  Act,  1890 

Left  hospital  on  trial  period  prior  to  discharge  for  a 
period  of  one  month  (4  or  5  weeks) 

Extension  of  trial  period  for  one  month  . 

Returned  to  hospital  before  expiration  of  initial 
trial  period 

Discharged  recovered  at  expiration  of  trial  period 

Discharged  recovered  without  trial  period  . 

Discharged  recovered  at  expiration  of  Section  20  Order 
Discharged  recovered  at  expiration  of  Section  21a  Order 
Discharged  relieved 
Escaped — not  retaken 


Male 

5 


1 

4 


Female  Total 


4  9 

2  2 


4 

1 

2 

2 


13 


1 

8 

1 

2 

2 

13 

1 


1 
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Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

Voluntary  patients — left  hospital  ...  ...  ...  78  136  214 

Temporary  patients — left  hospital  ...  ...  ...  —  3  3 

The  following  Reading  patients  have  been  TRANSFERRED  : — 

Lunacy  Act,  1890 

Section  16 — transferred  to  another  mental  hospital  ...  —  1  1 

Section  20  and  21a — retaken  by  Scottish  mental  hos¬ 
pital  from  where  he  had  escaped  ...  ...  ...  1  —  1 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

Section  1 — to  General  Hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  —  1 

The  following  DEATHS  have  occurred  amongst  Reading  patients  in  Mentr 
Hospitals  : — 

Lunacy  Act,  1890  Male  Female  Tota 

Section  16  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8  9  17 

Mental  Treatment  Act,  1930 

Section  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6  2  8 

The  upward  trend  of  admissions  to  mental  hospitals  from  the  Reading  Loci: 
Health  Authority  area  continues,  viz.,  in  1949  admissions  totalled  141  ;  in  1955—186 
in  1956-246  ;  and  in  1957  they  were  265. 

Mental  treatment  and  general  medicine  have  not  been  integrated  under  th 
National  Health  Service  but  they  have  certainly  in  some  ways  come  closer  togethe: 
The  mental  hospitals  are  less  isolated  than  they  were  ;  they  are  not  quite  so  distar 
from  the  centre  of  the  picture.  On  the  planning  and  financial  side  their  needs  hav 
been  receiving  an  increasing  share  of  attention  of  Regional  Hospital  Boards.  Th 
mental  hospital  service  has  been  extending  its  resources  by  forms  of  provision — som 
well  established,  like  admission  units,  such  as  the  local  George  Schuster  Hospita 
which  increases  the  opportunity  of  selective  treatment.  Through  the  growth  of  out. 
patient  treatment  and  domiciliary  visiting,  the  care  of  patients  within  the  general 
community  has  been  fostered.  It  was  in  this  kind  of  evolutionary  situation  that  th 
Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  the  Mental  Laws  made  its  appearance  during  1957 
and  it  came  not  as  an  intrusion  but  like  a  natural  response  to  it. 

If  the  doors  of  a  mental  hospital  no  longer  form  a  barrier  between  two  worlds 
they  still  remain  as  the  boundaries  for  the  division  of  responsibilities  between  hospita 
and  local  authority.  As  the  Royal  Commission  urged,  there  is  need  for  the  closer 
co-operation  between  the  staffs  of  the  mental  hospitals  and  the  local  authorities.  Fc 
its  part  the  local  authority  must  take  some  real  and  practical  action  in  the  provisio 
of  community  care  and  especially  residential  accommodation. 

The  function  of  the  local  authority  must  be  to  help  the  psychiatric  patient  t 
find  the  treatment  he  needs,  to  help  bridge  the  gap  between  the  patient,  the  famil: 
and  the  community,  to  aid  in  the  process  of  rehabilitation  and  resettlement  anc 
should  the  patient  remain  partially  disabled,  to  provide  him  with  aid  to  enable  hir: 
to  live  in  the  community.  It  should  be  recognised  that  the  field  of  mental  welfari 
outside  hospitals  is  an  essential  complement  to  hospital  treatment.  This  will  be 
delicate  and  difficult  work  to  perform.  It  will  need  to  be  carried  into  effect  by  officers 
in  sufficient  numbers,  with  qualities  not  necessarily  obtained  by  academic  instruction 
but  by  practical  experience  and  knowledge  of  living  conditions  within  the  community 
an  intimate  understanding  of  the  social  and  cultural  life  of  ordinary  people  and  loc£ 
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I  conditions,  and  a  working  knowledge  of  every  department  of  social  welfare  and  the 
I  jams  and  requirements  of  local  industrial  conditions. 

Since  the  appointed  day  (5th  July,  1948),  it  has  been  our  endeavour  to  carry  out 
,ome  of  the  functions  which  now  form  part  of  the  Royal  Commission's  report.  In  the 
bast  year  however,  some  of  this  work  has  had  to  be  curtailed  due  to  the  increase  of 
IT  notified  cases  ”  and  lack  of  the  necessary  staff  to  carry  them  out. 

(d)  Report  by  Mental  Welfare  Officer.  Mrs.  A.  J.  Tregillus  reports  as  follows 

The  Welfare  Officer  operates  ona"  joint  user  ”  basis  between  Local  Authority 
ind  the  hospital  and  this  to  the  benefit  of  the  patient.  Not  only  is  the  officer  free  to 
visit  the  patient  in  his  home  at  the  request  of  the  family,  the  family  doctor,  probation 
)  >fficer  or  other  referring  authority,  she  can  maintain  contact  by  her  attendance  at 
;  he  Out-Patient  Clinic  R.B.H.  ;  during  the  patient’s  stay  in  mental  hospital  and 
.  hroughout  the  “  after-care  ”  period  on  the  patient’s  discharge.  Also  of  value  are 
he  weekly  case  conferences  at  Fair  Mile  Hospital  which  are  attended  by  the  “  joint 
iser  ”  officer. 

It  is  realised  that  some  areas  advocate  the  automatic  following-up  of  each  dis- 
harged  patient,  but  in  the  view  of  the  psychiatrists  and  medical  officers  in  this 
;  Listrict,  such  an  arrangement  is  not  practicable  nor  is  it  desirable  in  many  of  our 
,  ases.  At  the  weekly  case  conference,  each  discharge  is  discussed  and  a  decision 
:  eached  regarding  the  “  disposal  ”  of  the  patient,  i.e.,  to  the  care  of  the  family  doctor, 
:  or  following-up  by  the  Welfare  Officer,  etc. 

On  the  Community  Care  side  of  the  Department,  the  Welfare  Officer  works  on 
flier  own  initiative,  knowing  she  can  call  on  the  advice  and  help  of  the  M.O.H.  or  the 
psychiatric  staff  if  necessary.  In  some  cases  her  work  lies  in  persuading  the  patient 
1  way  from  the  shelter  of  the  hospital  and  in  others,  persuading  them  to  accept 
i  lospital  treatment.. 

Reassuring  and  educating  the  patient’s  relatives  in  the  acceptance  of  mental 
j  reakdown  as  an  illness  and  not  a  stigma  can  sometimes  prove  as  time-consuming  as 
he  acquiring  of  a  social  history  or  the  visit  to  the  patient  himself.  Acute  social  prob- 
?ms  frequently  arise  in  the  households  whose  even  tenor  is  upset  by  a  mental  patient 
i  its  midst.  Often  the  sick  person  is  the  least  unhappy  member  of  the  family  circle. 

:  ometimes,  because  of  lack  of  suitable  hospital  or  hostel  accommodation,  the  family 
;  an  be  offered  no  respite,  and  the  possibility  of  arranging  the  occasional  holiday  is 
emote  owing  to  the  natural  reluctance  of  convalescent  and  recuperative  homes  to 
;  ccept  mentally  ill  patients. 

It  has  been  suggested  that  a  club  for  our  patients  should  be  opened  in  the  Borough 
r  for  the  joint  use  by  the  Borough  and  County.  So  far,  the  Welfare  Officer  feels  the 
eed  for  social  activities  is  best  met  by  introducing  the  patient  to  the  existing  clubs 
•  nd  encouraging  them  to  feel  and  act  as  normal  members  of  the  community. 

Housing  problems  are  as  formidable  in  this  branch  of  our  social  work  as  any 
ther,  but  the  need  for  an  exchange  of  house  is  often  urgent  because  of  the  mental 
i  naction  of  the  patient  to  his  or  her  present  surroundings  and  environment. 

The  Welfare  Officer  is  indebted  to  the  officers  of  all  statutory  and  voluntary 
odies  in  the  area  for  their  interest  and  help  during  the  period  under  review,  and  in 
articular  to  the  Disablement  Resettlement  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  for 
reir  patience  and  forbearance  and  the  officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board 
i  or  their  understanding  and  tactful  handling  of  problem  cases. 

During  the  year  1957,  494  visits  were  made  by  the  Welfare  Officer  and  the 
t  umber  of  office  interviews  amounted  to  326.  In  addition,  137  clinics  were  attended 
nd  48  case  conferences  at  Fair  Mile  Hospital. 
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2.  Mental  Deficiency 

(a)  Miss.  J.  Robb  reports  as  follows  : — 

Our  waiting  list  for  hospital  care  shows  little  change  since  last  year.  However 
the  names  have  been  replaced  by  new  ones  and  most  of  those  on  the  urgent  list  a 
this  time  last  year  have  been  accommodated  or  are  being  successfully  catered  for  i: 
the  meantime  by  attending  the  Day  Hospital  at  Borocourt. 

The  hospitals  continue  to  offer  us  from  time  to  time  short  term  vacancies  am 
several  patients  have  been  dealt  with  in  this  way  during  the  year.  For  this  veri 
successful  and  much  appreciated  scheme  we  are  very  grateful  to  the  Physician  Super 
intendents  of  the  Mental  Deficiency  hospitals  in  this  area  for  their  kindness  am 
co-operation. 

The  new  Occupation  Centre  for  children  opened  during  the  year  and  it  has  mad 
a  tremendous  difference.  The  parents  appreciate  the  fact  that  the  children  are  not 
separated  from  the  adults  and  more  parents  are  accepting  the  facilities  offered  to  then 

Again  this  year  parties  of  boys  and  girls  attended  camp  in  Kent  in  two  separat 
parties.  This  yearly  holiday  has  proved  to  be  a  successful  effort  and  it  enables  th 
parents  to  have  at  least  one  week’s  break  each  year  when  they  can  themselves  arrang 
to  take  their  holidays  together,  which  some  would  never  be  able  to  do  otherwise. 

Unemployment  amongst  the  higher  grade  male  patients  has  increased  and  it  i 
becoming  something  of  a  problem.  The  Youth  Employment  Officers  and  Disablemen 
Rehabilitation  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of  Labour  continue  with  their  sympathetic 
help,  but  in  some  cases  during  the  past  year  it  has  been  impossible  to  find  the  righ 
type  of  job  for  our  type  of  patient,  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  problem  will  no 
be  solved  in  the  near  future.  As  many  as  possible  are  being  encouraged  to  attend 
the  adult  Occupation  Centre  in  the  meantime  but  the  employable  higher-grade 
man  is  reluctant  to  do  so.  In  these  cases  also  the  question  of  accommodation  con 
tinues  to  present  a  problem  and  with  the  increasing  age  of  some  of  the  parents  o 
the  patients  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  evident  that  in  the  near  future  a  hoste 
will  be  needed  where  these  men  can  be  housed  and  given  the  help  and  guidance  the] 
need  to  carry  on  in  the  community. 

Under  Aged 
age  16  16andove 


M.  F.  M.  F. 


(1)  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1957  : — 

(a)  Cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 
Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by  : — 

( 1 )  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children — 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

(2)  Police  or  by  Courts 

(3)  Other  sources 


Total  of  1  (a)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3  5  6  3 


(b)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defectives  but  were  not 

regarded  as  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ”  on  any  ground  ...  ...  1  -  1  4 

( c )  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  defectives  and  are  thus 

excluded  from  (a)  or  (b)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  -  - 

(d)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  incomplete  at  31st  December, 

1957,  and  are  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b)  ...  ...  ...  ...  -  _ 


2  2 

5  1 

13  12 


Total  of  1  (a)-(d)  inc. 


4 


5 


7  7 
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Under  Aged 
age  16  16  and  over 

M.  F.  M.  F. 

(2)  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1957  : — 

(The  total  of  2  (a),  ( b )  and  (c)  must  agree  with  that  of  1  (a)  and  (b) 
above) 

(a)  Of  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “subject  to  be  dealt 
with  ”  (i.e.,  at  1  (a)),  number  : 


(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision  ... 

3 

4 

6 

3 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship 

— 

- 

- 

— 

(iii)  Taken  to  “  Places  of  Safety  ”... 

- 

- 

— 

— 

(iv)  Admitted  to  Hospitals  ... 

— 

1 

— 

- 

Total  of  2  (a) 

3 

5 

6 

3 

(. b )  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “  subject  to  be  dealt 
with  ”  (i.e.,  at  1  ( b ) ),  number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

1 

— 

1 

4 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  2  (6) 

1 

— 

1 

4 

(c)  Cases  reported  at  1  (a)  or  ( b )  above  who  removed  from  the  area  or 

died  before  disposal  was  arranged 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  of  2  (a) -(c)  inc. 

4 

5 

7 

7 

3)  Number  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care  was  arranged  by  the  Local  Health 
Authority  under  Circular  5/52  during  1957  and  admitted  to  : — 

(a)  National  Health  Service  Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  -  -  - 

( b )  Elsewhere  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1  -  3  1 

2-31 


1)  Total  cases  on  Authority’s  registers  at  31st  December,  1957 

(i) 

Under  Statutory  Supervision  ... 

10 

22 

91 

84 

(u) 

Under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

7 

2 

(hi) 

In  “  Places  of  Safety  ”... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv) 

In  Hospitals 

19 

14 

78 

78 

Total  of  4  (i)-(iv)  inc. 

29 

36 

176 

164 

(V) 

Under  Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

1 

— 

17 

24 

Total  of  4  (i)-(v) 

30 

36 

193 

188 

j  i)  Number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  31st  December,  1957, 

who 

were 

dealt  with  under  the  provisions  of  Section  8  or  9,  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913 
i  (included  in  4  (ii)  )  : —  —  —  1  — 
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Under  Aged: 
age  16  16andovi 


M. 

F. 

M. 

(6)  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community  on  31st  December, 

1957  (accordii 

to  need  at  that  date)  : — 

(a)  Cases  included  in  4  (i)-(iii)  in  need  of  hospital  care  and  reported 
accordingly  to  the  hospital  authority  : — 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “  Cot  and  Chair  ”  cases  ... 

— 

1 

— 

(ii)  Ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

—  ■ 

(iii)  Medium  grade  cases 

1 

— 

2 

11 

(iv)  High  grade  cases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

-■ 

Total  urgent  cases 

1 

l 

2 

11 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “  Cot  and  Chair  ”  cases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

—  . 

(ii)  Ambulant  low  grade  cases 

— 

— 

3 

—  ■ 

(iii)  Medium  grade  cases 

1 

1 

3 

4  Ii 

(iv)  High  grade  cases  ... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Total  non-urgent  cases 

1 

l 

6 

5 

Total  of  urgent  and  non-urgent  cases 

2 

2 

8 

6 

( b )  Of  the  cases  included  in  items  4  (i),  and  (ii),  and  (v)  number 
considered  suitable  for  : — 

(i)  Occupation  centre 

7 

18 

24 

24 

(ii)  Industrial  centre  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  Home  training 

— 

— 

— 

_  .. 

Totalof6(&) 

7 

18 

24 

24 

( c )  Of  the  cases  included  in  6  ( b ),  number  receiving  training  on  31st 

December,  1957  : — - 

(i)  In  Occupation  centre  (including  voluntary  centres)  . . . 

6 

14 

19 

21 

(ii)  In  Industrial  centre 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  From  a  home  teacher  in  groups 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  From  a  home  teacher  at  home  (not  in  groups)  ... 

— 

— 

- 

- 

6 

14 

19 

21 

Particulars  of  Mental  Defectives  as  on  31st  December,  1957  : — 

(1)  Cases  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  ” 

M. 

F. 

T  otcLf 

(a)  Borocourt,  64  ;  Brentry  Colony,  5  ;  Wayland  House,  31  ;  St. 

Mary’s,  Alton,  1  ;  Pewsey  Hospital,  35  ;  Winslow  Hospital,  2  ; 

Botley’s  Park,  2  ;  Manor  House,  Aylesbury,  12  :  St.  Agnes, 

Grove  Hill,  Reading,  1  ;  State  Institutions,  6  ;  Normansfield, 

Teddington,  1  ;  Purley  Park,  Reading,  1  ;  Agricultural  Hostel, 

Newent,  1  ;  Wokingham  Hospital,  2  ;  Ravenswood,  1  ;  Smith’s 

Hospital,  2  ;  Hortham  Hospital,  1  ...  ...  ...  ...  85  83  168 


( b )  On  Licence  from  Institutions 

Employed  away  from  home,  9  ;  Employed  living  at  home,  3  ;  Not 
employed,  9  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(c)  Under  Guardianship 

Receiving  National  Assistance,  7  ;  Unemployed,  2  ...  ...  ...  7 

(d)  Under  Statutory  Supervision  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  101 


9  21) 

2  9  |i 

106  207 
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(2)  Disposal  of  cases  during  1957 


M.  F.  T  otal 


(a)  Granted  Licence  from  Institutions 
Returned  from  Licence  to  Institutions 

Died  . 

Left  the  district 
Discharged  from  Order 
Released  from  Supervision 
Admitted  to  Institutions 


5 

2 

3 

3 

8 


5 

2 

1 

5 

3 

5 

3 


10 

2 

3 

5 

6 
8 

11 


(b)  Awaiting  removal  to  Institutions 
Cases  of  some  urgency 
On  waiting  list  for  care  in  the  future 


3)  Number  of  cases  ascertained  during  1957 

(a)  Cases  reported  by  Local  Education  Authority  under  Section  57  of 
the  Education  Act,  1944 

(1)  Under  Section  57  (3)  . 

(2)  Under  Section  57  (5)  on  leaving  Special  School 

on  leaving  Ordinary  School  . 

(b)  Other  ascertained  mental  defectives  reported  during  1957  and 

found  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with  "  . 


4)  Cases  not  at  present  “  subject  to  be  dealt  with 
(a)  Under  Friendly  Supervision 

5)  Supervised  on  behalf  of  other  authorities 


2 

5 


2 

1 


4 

6 


18 


24 


42 


9 


11 


,  ,  J  K  fCUp^t^1°Tn  ^entTe*  January  to  April,  1957,  this  work  was  carried  out 
;  A  Cfltre  fjhe  Beeches,  109  London  Road.  On  April  1st,  Wakefield  Lodge, 
J  Christchurch  Road,  was  ready  for  occupation  and  on  that  day  18  children  aged 
om  5-15  years  were  transferred.  Wakefield  Lodge  is  an  old  house  in  a  large  enclosed 
irden  and  this  has  enabled  us  to  carry  out  the  long  wanted  separate  between 
Jpils  of  school  age  and  those  over  school  age.  We  had  found  in  the  past  that  a 
amber  of  parents  of  young  children  were  unwilling  to  allow  their  children  to  attend 
he  Beeches  because  of  the  very  wide  age  range.  The  pleasant  surroundings  and 
ie  tasteful  way  m  which  Wakefield  Lodge  has  been  equipped  and  decorated  have 
fde  an  extremely  good  impression  on  parents  and  all  others  who  have  visited, 
e  have  waited  a  long  time  to  secure  additional  premises  but  now  these  have  material- 

;d  and  1  Jwould  hk<r  t0  express  my  thanks  to  the  Committee  for  their  continued 
terest  and  support  for  this  project. 

create dto^f  WakefieW  L°dge  with  18  pupils  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  this  had 

•,uLhemStTaffJCOfSot?  °f  °ne  SuPervisor  (who  has  supervision  of  The  Beeches  and 
Kelieid  Lodge),  3  Assistant  Supervisors  and  appropriate  domestic  staff. 

The  official  opening  took  place  on  April  24th,  1957,  the  ceremony  being  performed 
the  Deputy  Mayor,  Councillor  A.  E.  Smith.  On  May  28th  an  At  Home  was  given 
the  Parents  Association.  Miss  F.  M.  Dean  from  the  N.A.M.H.  was  present  and 
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kindly  gave  an  interesting  talk  on  the  welfare  of  the  mentally  handicapped  in  othei 
countries.  Refreshments  were  served  afterwards. 

On  July  17th  an  Open  Day  was  held.  22  children  were  present  and  took  part  ii 
a  programme  of  physical  activities.  His  Worship  the  Mayor  (Alderman  T.  S.  Smart 
kindly  presided.  We  were  pleased  to  see  many  parents  at  this  function. 


The  Beeches.  Prior  to  April  1st,  65  pupils  attended  the  Centre  including  two 
from  Berkshire.  After  April  1st  this  number  was  reduced  to  43.  There  is  no  doub 
that  this  reduction  in  numbers  was  long  overdue  and  we  do  not  have  to  use  the 
basement  regularly  now.  The  basement  rooms  are  only  used  occasionally  for  boot 
repairing  classes.  Arrangements  about  the  supply  of  meals  and  milk  continued  at 
previously.  Pupils  have  had  a  yearly  routine  medical  examination  by  a  membei 
of  the  School  Health  staff  and  a  monthly  cleanliness  inspection.  Dental,  U.V.L 
and  other  ancilliary  treatments  are  carried  out  at  the  Central  School  Clinic,  2£ 
Queen’s  Road.  The  curriculum  includes  religious  instruction,  hand  work  to  meet 
the  needs  of  all  grades,  simple  domestic  duties,  cookery,  physical  activities,  including 
football,  cricket  and  swimming,  boot  repairing  and  wood  chopping  and  bundling. 
The  annual  camp  at  St.  Mary’s  Bay  was  a  great  success.  From  May  17th-24th,  IS 
girls  attended  and  from  June  14th-21st,  18  boys  went  to  the  same  camp.  The 
Parents’  Association  donated  £16  to  be  spent  on  excursions  to  places  of  interest. 
The  Open  Day  took  place  on  July  24th  in  the  garden  of  The  Beeches  and  the 
annual  Sale  of  Work  was  held  at  St.  John’s  Hall  and  realised  a  sum  of  over  £30. 
During  the  year  work  has  been  accepted  by  the  Helping  Hand  Shop  in  the  borough 
and  we  have  appreciated  this  extra  outlet  for  the  sale  of  goods  manufactured  in  the 
handicraft  classes. 

The  Parents’  Association  have  been  extremely  active  during  the  year  and  have 
raised  money  which  has  been  used  to  provide  extra  outings,  some  games  equipment 
and  also  a  record  player.  We  have  continued  to  accept  students  from  the  N.A.M.H. 
training  course  for  teachers  of  the  mentally  handicapped. 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASE 


The  table  on  page  66  gives  particulars  of  notifications  of  infectious  diseases 
received  during  the  year.  These  figures  include  patients  who  are  not  normally  resident 
in  the  borough. 


Diphtheria,  bor  the  ninth  year  in  succession  there  has  been  no  case  of  diphtheria 
in  the  borough. 

Scarlet  Fever.  The  notifications  of  scarlet  fever  were  slightly  greater  than 
in  1956  but  once  again  the  disease  was  of  a  very  mild  type.  Members  will  know  that 
the  new  Regulations,  so  far  as  school  children  are  concerned,  do  not  require  the  ex¬ 
clusion  of  contacts.  One  wonders  at  times  whether  it  is  really  justifiable  to  retain 
scarlet  fever  as  a  notifiable  infectious  disease,  for  I  must  admit  that  the  whole  policy 
of  the  notification  of  infectious  disease  requires  re-consideration  and  scarlet  fever 
is  only  one  of  the  diseases  which  should  be  considered. 


Whooping  Cough.  There  was  a  considerable  decrease  in  the  notifications  of 
whooping  cough  during  the  year.  Once  again  it  would  appear  that  children  who  have 
been  immunised  may  develop  the  disease  but  if  they  do  develop  the  disease  it  is 
extremely  mild.  The  majority  of  cases  notified  have  not  been  immunised. 


Measles.  1957  was  a  measles  year.  Ihe  disease  appeared  to  be  of  a  fairly  mild 
type  and  there  was  no  undue  incidence  of  complications. 

Food  Poisoning  (see  also  Report  of  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector).  No 
outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  reported  during  the  year.  All  the  cases  notified 
appeared  to  be  isolated  cases,  generally  without  bacteriological  confirmation. 

Poliomyelitis.  A  noteworthy  feature  of  the  year  from  the  point  of  view  of 
nfectious  diseases  was  an  outbreak  of  poliomyelitis.  Altogether  49  patients  were 
nvolved,  26  of  them  being  paralytic  and  23  non-paralytic.  There  were  3  deaths, 
he  disease  started  in  August  when  there  were  4  cases  ;  there  were  7  cases  in  Septem- 
oei,  10  cases  in  October,  23  cases  in  November,  6  cases  in  December.  In  addition 
here  was  1  case  in  January,  1958.  A  feature  of  the  outbreak  was  its  failure  to  decline 
n  the  later  weeks  of  the  year  ;  indeed  there  was  a  considerable  increase  during 
i  November.  The  outbreak  started  on  the  Southcote  municipal  housing  estate  and 
eemed  to  spread  to  the  Whitley  housing  estate.  Although  each  case  was  investigated 
arefully  we  were  unable  to  detect  any  narrow  channel  of  infection  such  has  been 
eported  in  other  areas.  I  he  disease  seemed  to  affect  mainly  children  in  the  5-7  year 
ge  group  and  was  much  more  prevalent  on  Corporation  housing  estates.  The  whole 
'icture  reminded  me  very  much  of  outbreaks  of  diphtheria  which  we  used  to  meet 
i  everal  years  ago. 

The  infecting  virus  was  Type  2  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  this  high  incidence 
:  f  poliomyelitis  in  the  borough — accompanied  by  a  similar  increase  in  the  surroun- 
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ding  country  area — placed  a  great  strain  on  the  hospital  nursing  staff.  Appropriate 
members  of  the  hospital  staff  were  vaccinated  and  it  is  satisfactory  to  report  that 
none  of  them  developed  poliomyelitis. 

Vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  continued  right  through  the  epidemic  although 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  and  against  whooping  cough  was  suspended.  So 
far  as  we  could  tell  there  was  no  untoward  events  as  a  result  of  this  continuation  of 
poliomyelitis  vaccination. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  this  unfortunate  experience  in  the  autumn  of  1957  has 
caused  many  parents  to  press  for  vaccination  of  their  children  against  poliomyelitis. 
Fortunately  the  increase  of  supplies  of  vaccine  in  1958  has  enabled  us  to  offer  vac¬ 
cination  to  a  much  greater  number  although  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  satisfy 
all  demands. 

Further  particulars  are  given  in  the  accompanying  tables.: — 

TABLE  1 

1953 


Age  Group 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Paralytic 

Deaths 

Total 

0-14+ years 

— 

2 

— 

2 

15  years  and  over 

1 

2 

— 

3 

Total 

1 

4 

— 

5 

1954 — No  Cases 


TABLE  2 


1955 


Age  Group 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Paralytic 

Deaths 

Total 

0-14  + years 

1 

— 

— 

1 

15  years  and  over 

3 

— 

1 

4 

Total 

4 

— 

1 

5 

1956 


TABLE  3 


Age  Group 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Paralytic 

Deaths 

Total 

0-14  + years 

2 

— 

— 

2 

15  years  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Total 

2 

1 

— 

3 
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1957 


TABLE  4 


Age  Group 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Paralytic 

Deaths 

Total 

0-14  +  years 

21 

20 

2 

41 

15  years  and  over 

2 

6 

1 

8 

Total 

23 

26 

3 

49 

TABLE  5 


Year 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Age  Group 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0-5+  months  ... 

6-11+  months 

1-4  +  years  . . . 

— 

1 

a 

5 

5-9  +  years  . . . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— . 

— 

2 

11* 

9* 

10-14+  years  ... 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

- — ■ 

- — • 

— 

— 

4 

1 

15-19+  years  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20-24+  years  ... 

1 

1 

1 

— 

25  years  and  over 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1* 

— 

— 

2* 

5 

Total  males  and 
females  in  each 
year 

1 

4 

. 

3 

2 

1 

2 

29 

20 

Grand  Total 

i 

• 

5 

3 

4 

9 

*  Includes  1  death 


1957 


Age  Group 

Ma 

les 

Fen 

lales 

Paralytic 

Non- 

Paralytic 

Paralytic 

Non- 

Paralytic 

0-5+  months 

_ 

_ 

_ 

. 

6-11  +  months 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1-4  +  years 

9 

2 

1 

4 

5-9  +  years 

4* 

7 

6* 

3 

10-14  +  years 

— 

4 

— 

1 

15-19  +  years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

20-24  +  years 

1 

— 

— • 

— 

25  years  and  over  ... 

2* 

— ■ 

3 

2 

Total 

16 

13 

10 

10 

*Includes  1  death 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


These  remarks  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  those  under  Section  28  of  the 
National  Health  Seivice  Act  and  with  any  comments  made  in  my  report  as  Principal 
School  Medical  Officer.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  primary  notifications 
of  cases  of  tuberculosis  and  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  the  disease  since  1938  : _ 


Year 

Number  of 
Cases 
notified 

Notification 

Rate 

per  100,000  of 
population 

Number  of 
deaths 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000  of 
population 

Population 

Pulmonary 

£ 

a 

o 

6 

1 

• 

a 

o 

fc 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

1928-37 

Average 

117 

22 

76 

15 

0-76 

0-15 

1938 

91 

31 

90-63 

30-87 

58 

6 

0-58 

0-05 

100,400 

1939 

95 

40 

94-43 

39-76 

52 

12 

0-50 

0-10 

100,600 

1940 

117 

30 

102-09 

26-18 

74 

18 

0-66 

0-16 

114,600 

1941 

137 

50 

109-77 

40-06 

68 

16 

0-54 

0-13 

124,800 

1942 

186 

40 

157-89 

33-95 

60 

10 

0-51 

0-08 

117,800 

1943 

185 

30 

163-71 

26-54 

57 

13 

0-51 

0-11 

113,000 

1944 

135 

29 

121-25 

26-04 

55 

14 

0-49 

0-13 

111,340 

1945 

119 

16 

109-34 

14-69 

60 

12 

0-55 

0-11 

108,830 

1946 

152 

25 

136-51 

22-49 

73 

11 

0-65 

0-09 

111,340 

1947 

168 

27 

148-72 

23-90 

70 

6 

0-62 

0-05 

112,960 

1948 

132 

24 

115-28 

20-92 

50 

12 

0-43 

0-10 

114,500 

1949 

130 

9 

112-65 

7-80 

35 

6 

0-30 

0-05 

115,500 

1950 

143 

10 

123-52 

8-64 

39 

3 

0-34 

0-03 

115,700 

1951 

115 

3 

99-91 

2-61 

34 

— 

0-29 

0-00 

115,100 

1952 

128 

12 

110-54 

10-36 

22 

2 

0-19 

0-02 

115,800 

1953 

96 

26 

81-56 

22-09 

20 

4 

0-17 

0-03 

117,700 

1954 

85 

5 

71-85 

4-22 

6 

2 

0-05 

0-02 

118,300 

1955 

131 

7 

110-92 

5-92 

9 

1 

007 

001 

118,100 

1956 

109 

11 

92-45 

9-33 

9 

1 

007 

001 

117,900 

1957 

112 

15 

94-83 

12-70 

6 

1 

0-05 

0-01 

118,100 

Once  again  I  wish  to  thank  Dr.  Karlish,  the  Consultant  Chest  Physician,  for  the 
very  great  help  he  has  given  me  in  connection  with  tuberculosis  and  diseases  of  the 
chest.  I  am  indebted  to  him  tor  most  of  the  information  which  appears  in  the  following 
pages  of  this  report.  b 
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TABLE  II 


Source  and  Type  of  new  cases  of  tuberculous  infection  first  seen  in  1957 


M.M.R. 

Contact 

Odelca  CameraJ 

Doctors'  Cases 

Hospitals 

Other  Sources 

Totals 

Transfers  from 

other  areas 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  : 

Primary  Tuberculosis  : 

Positive 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

— 

Negative 

— 

9 

3 

— 

1 

1 

14 

2 

Healed 

— 

4 

19 

3 

2 

2 

30 

— 

Tuberculous  Pleural  Effusion  : 

Positive 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

— 

Negative 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

3 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  : 

Positive 

12 

6 

26 

12 

11 

4 

71 

37 

Negative 

5 

3 

2 

— 

5 

1 

16 

7 

"  Observation  " 

18 

9 

29 

25 

8 

3 

92 

5 

Total  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

35 

34 

82 

42 

30 

11 

234 

54 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

2 

15 

3 

Total  Tuberculous  Cases 

35 

34 

82 

43 

42 

13 

249* 

57 

*127  (112  pulmonary)  of  these  were  newly  notified,  as  shown  in  Tables  III  and  IV. 
The  total  of  249  excludes  57  transfers  from  other  areas. 

TABLE  III 


Summary  of  Primary  Notifications,  1957 


M.M.R. 

Contact 

Odelca 

Doctors'  Cases 

Hospitals 

Other  Sources 

- 

Totals 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis  : 

Primary  Tuberculosis  : 

Positive 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

4 

Negative 

— 

9 

3 

— 

1 

1 

14 

Tuberculous  Pleural  Effusion : 

Positive 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- - 

3 

Negative 

— 

— 

2 

1 

1 

— 

4 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis: 

R.  •  Jt3  *1  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

5 

12 

4 

4 

4 

34 

R • B •  2  •••  •••  ••• 

6 

1 

8 

4 

4 

— 

23 

R.B.  3 

1 

— 

6 

4 

3 

— 

14 

R  A  1 

lVi  1 X .  J.  •••  •••  ••• 

5 

3 

2 

- 

3 

1 

14 

R. A.  2  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

R « A *  3  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  Respiratory  Tubercu- 

losis  •••  •••  ••• 

17 

21 

34 

14 

20 

6 

112 

Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

2 

15 

Total  Tuberculous  Cases  ... 

17 

21 

34 

15 

32 

8 

127 

TABLE  VI 
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in 

a 

Females 

59 

1 

153 

162 

70 

35 

28 

507 

00 

CD 

o 

H 

Males 

52 

170 

156 

106 

108 

69 

661 

rH 

Non-Resp. 

Tuberculosis 

' 

Neg. 

id  lO 

r— «  r-H 

cd 

if  CD 

CO  1/5 
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Pos. 
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in 

in 

O 

i  < 

jd 

> 

•  *H 
-+-> 

P 

bO 

4) 
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<35  CD 
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CO  H 

54 

o 

lH 

45 

P 

H 

£ 

r-H 

CM  n 

CO  i-i 

r-H  r-H 

05  O 

T-H 

t>  if 

r-H  r-H 

70 

1-1 

a3 

a 

o 

CO 

1  ~ 

o  CO 
<M  i-i 

<M  O 

ii  <M 

n  CO 

r-H 

r>  uo 

r-H 

ii 

r-H 

115 

2 
r— H 

P 

C4 

Positive 

<N 

if  Tf 

O  CD 
CD  i* 

CD  <N 
CD  CD 

© 

1/5  Ol 

05  <N 

Tf  H 

Tf  CO 

CO  1 

427 

r-H 

r  CO 

l>  <35 
rf  rf 

if  1/5 
if  if 

00  CO 
<N  <N 

05  CD 

7— < 

f  CD 

r-H 

285 

in 

§.2 

Negative 

OI  <M 

1—1  <35 

rH 

CD  if 

<M  <M 

1  I 

N  1 

40 

E  itl 
^  W 

Positive 

<M  C<l 

<M  00 

<N  Tf 

n  <M 

<N  <N 

<M  n 

30 

m 

•  rH 

.  OT 

o 

|H 

Cj  P 

Negative 

00  »i 

H  <M 

™  1 

<M  n 

1  ~ 

1  1 

1  1 

44 

P  1—1 

•C  ® 

H 

Positive 

00  o 

r-H 

r 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

1  1 

20 

Sex 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Age  Group 
on 

Admission 

if 

r-H 

1 

o 

15-24 

25-34 

35-44 

45-54 

55 

and  over 

Totals 

72 


Contacts.  I  am  glad  to  say  that  the  number  examined  was  maintained  at  am 
high  level,  and  slightly  exceeded  the  total  for  1956.  An  exceptionally  high  yield  wasn 
obtained  from  this  source,  21  new  notifications  resulting  from  723  contacts  examined. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  of  Contacts.  309  vaccinations  were  carried  out,  a  record 
number  compared  with  the  previous  peak  figure  of  286  in  1956.  The  total  number 
of  contacts  vaccinated  since  1950  is  now  1,906 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  Positive,  July  to  December,  1957.  Cases  on  the 

register  which  had  positive  sputum  during  the  six  months  ended  31.12.57  were  : — 


Males  ... 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

27 

Females 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

22 

Children 

•  •  • 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

3 

Total  ... 

52 

This  compares  with  59  in  1956.  I  regret  that  an  error  was  made  in  the  1956 
Report,  the  figure  of  1 1 1  representing  the  whole  year  and  not  the  last  six  months  as 
stated. 

Number  of  Deaths  due  to  Tuberculosis.  There  were  15  deaths  from  all 
causes  of  tuberculous  patients.  10  were  men  and  5  women.  The  average  age  of  the 
men  was  59,  with  a  range  of  33  to  74.  The  women  averaged  57  years. 

Domiciliary  Treatment.  An  average  of  87.27  patients  per  week  received 
chemotherapy  at  home,  compared  with  80  in  1956.  This  reflects  the  growing  practice 
of  long  term  drug  treatment  of  tuberculous  patients.  The  scheme,  which  saves  an 
estimated  20  beds  per  year,  is  run  in  conjunction  with  the  Tuberculosis  Pavilion  at 
Prospect  Park  Hospital,  without  which  it  would  not  be  practicable.  233  home  visits 
were  made  by  the  medical  staff  and  2,329  visits  by  the  two  tuberculosis  visitors. 

Discharges  from  the  Tuberculosis  Register 

(i a )  Notified  cases  only  : — 


Recovered  ...  ...  18 

Died  (all  causes)  ...  ...  15* 

Transferred  ...  ...  ...  70 

Other  .  19 


Total  ...  122 


*There  was  only  one  post-mortem  notification. 

(b)  Tuberculous,  but  not  notified  cases,  discharged  88 

(c)  Non-tuberculous  cases  discharged  ...  ...  638 

(d)  Contacts  discharged  .  .  329 

Cases  remaining  under  clinic  supervision,  31.12.57 

{a)  Notified  tuberculous  cases  ...  ...  ...  1 , 1 68 

(b)  P.T.  obs.  (or  tuberculous  but  not  notified)  cases  313 

( c )  Non-tuberculous  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  553 


Contacts  are  not  included  in  above  figures. 

Notified  Cases  on  the  Register,  31.12.57 


TABLE  IV.  PRIMARY  NOTIFICATIONS,  1957— ACCORDING  TO  AGE  GROUP  ON  ADMISSION 
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Care  and  After-Care.  Reference  to  this  important  subject  will  be  found  in  my, 
remarks  on  our  work  under  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act. 


VENEREAL  DISEASE 

Patients  suffering  from  venereal  disease  in  Reading  are  treated  at  the  clinic 
at  the  Royal  Berkshire  Hospital  which  also  serves  a  large  part  of  the  surrounding 
countryside.  The  following  are  details  of  patients  from  Reading  who  attended  fori 
the  first  time  in  1957  : — 

Syphilis  ...  ...  ...  6 

Gonorrhoea  ...  ...  ...  82 

Other  conditions  ...  ...  78 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

Water.  Mr.  0.  Kean,  M.I.C.E.,  M.I.Mech.E.,  M.I.W.E.,  Water  Engineer,  has 
>een  good  enough  to  supply  the  following  information  : — 

1.  During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1957,  the  water  supply  of  the  area 
nd  of  its  several  parts  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  in  quantity. 

2.  There  were  no  instances  of  abnormal  contamination  or  pollution  of  the 
ources  from  which  water  is  abstracted  and  the  routine  measures  of  filtration,  chlorin- 
tion,  tests  for  residual  chlorine  and  regular  analyses  were  adequate  to  maintain  a 
atisfactory  standard  of  purity. 

3.  The  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination  of  water  was  continued  during 
he  year  in  the  laboratories  at  the  Water  Department  Depot,  Berkeley  Avenue. 
Samples  were  taken  from  the  raw  water  sources,  from  all  stages  of  the  treatment 
•rocesses  and  from  the  distribution  system.  In  addition,  samples  were  submitted 
it  regular  intervals  for  independent  examination  by  the  Counties  Public  Health 


laboratories.  The  numbers  of  samples  from  each  point,  together  with  the  type  of 
xamination  made,  are  set  out  below  : — 

l  By  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories 

Source 

Type  of  Water 

Number  of  Samples 

Full  Bact. 

Full  Chemical 

'obney  Works 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

5 

4 

outhcote  Works 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

5 

4 

'angbourne  Works 

Raw  water 

4 

4 

’angbourne  Works 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

5 

— 

19 

12 

>.  By  the  Water  Department  Laboratory 


Source 

Type  of  Water 

Numl 

3er  of  San 

aples 

Full 

Bact. 

Full 

Chem. 

Partial 

Chem. 

obney  Works 

Raw  River  water 

24 

12 

12 

After  prefilters  ... 

1 

1 

— 

Individual  filtrates,  unchlorinated 

12 

— 

12 

Bulked  filtrate,  unchlorinated 

50 

12 

38 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

110 

12 

98 

outhcote  Works 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

94 

12 

82 

'angbourne  Works 

Raw  water 

91 

47 

44 

Final  water,  chlorinated 

112 

12 

100 

>ath  Road  Reservoir 

As  distributed  ... 

100 

12 

88 

ilehurst  Water  Tower 

. 

As  distributed  ... 

13 

— 

13 

'arfitt  Reservoirs  ... 

As  distributed  ... 

14 

— 

14 

till  Reservoirs 

.  L _ _ _ 

As  distributed  ... 

7 

— 

7 

— - - - 

ap  Samples 

As  distributed  ... 

28 

— 

28 

- - 

Totals 

656 

120 

536 
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All  final  water  samples  proved  satisfactory,  with  coliform  organisms  Abse: 
from  100  mis. 

In  addition  to  the  1,343  water  examinations  shown  in  the  above  tables,  b 
miscellaneous  samples  were  taken  for  analysis,  including  waters  for  identificatio 
samples  from  new  mains  after  chlorination,  and  from  the  newly  completed  reserve 
at  Emmer  Green.  The  following  are  submitted  as  being  typical  reports 

The  well  supply,  clear  and  bright  in  appearance,  maintained  a  high  standard 
organic  and  bacterial  purity  through  the  year,  requiring  only  precautionary  chlorii  i 
ation  in  the  way  of  treatment. 

The  river  source,  in  contrast,  was  greatly  affected  by  rainfall  and  seasonal  co 
ditions,  and  required  carefully  controlled  treatment  by  filtration  and  chlorinatic 
to  yield  a  pure  and  wholesome  final  water. 


RIVER  RENNET  SOURCE 

(Results  expressed  in  Parts  per  million  where  appropriate) 


Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

Appearance  ... 

Fairly  clear,  with  little  colour 
or  suspended  matter,  and 
a  small  deposit  of  mineral 
particles,  and  also  some  dia¬ 
toms  and  agal  threads 

Clear  and  bright! 

Colour  (Hazen) 

Filtered  :  8 

Less  than  5 

Turbidity  (Silica  Scale) 

14-5  . 

Nil 

Odour 

Nil  . 

Nil 

pH  •••  •••  •  •  •  •••  ••• 

8-0  . 

7-7 

Chlorides 

14-5  . 

15-0 

Hardness  :  Total  as  CaCOs 

250  . 

245 

Carbonate  (temporary) 

215  . 

210 

Non-Carbonate  (permanent) 

35  . 

35 

Nitrates 

2-6  . 

2-6 

Nitrites 

0-015 . 

Absent 

Free  Ammonia  (N) 

0-040  . 

0-000 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  (N) 

0-180 . 

0-055 

Iron  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

0-15  . 

Less  than  0-02 

Other  metals 

Absent 

Absent 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide  ... 

1  . 

4 

Total  Solids,  dried  at  180°  C.  ... 

290  . 

285 

Alkalinity 

215  . 

210 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27°  C. 

1-75  . 

0-60 

Residual  Chlorine 

— 

0-4 

Fluoride 

-  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

Less  than  0-1 

Bacteriological  Results — 

No.  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 
Agar  in  : — 

1  day  at  37°  C.  ... 

2  days  at  37°  C. 

3  days  at  22°  C. 

Presumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 
Present  in 
Absent  from 

Probable  No.  per  100  mis. 

Bad.  Coli  ( Type  I ) — 

Present  in 
Absent  from 

Probable  No.  per  100  mis. 


1000 

2200 

8000 


0-01  ... 
0-001  ... 
3,500 


0-1  ml. 
0-01  mis. 
500  ... 


*  ♦  ♦ 


»  *  * 


11 

15 

16 


100 

0 


100  mis. 
0 
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PANGBOURNE  WELL  SOURCE 


Raw  Water 

Final  Water 

.ppearance 

Clear  and  bright 

Clear  and  bright 

olour  (Hazen) 

Nil  . 

Nil 

urbidity  (Silica  Scale)  ... 

Nil  . 

Nil 

>dour 

Nil  . 

faint,  chlorinous 

X I  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

7.0  . 

7.0 

hlorides  ... 

13.0  . 

13.0 

[ardness  :  Total  ... 

290  . 

290 

,,  Carbonate  (temporary) 

255  . 

255 

,,  Non-Carbonate  (permanent) 

35  . 

35 

fitrates 

4.9  . 

4.9 

litrites 

Absent 

Absent 

ree  Ammonia  (N) 

0.000  . 

0.000 

lbuminoid  Ammonia  (N) 

0.005  . 

0.000 

ron 

Nil  . 

Nil 

dher  metals 

Absent 

Absent 

ree  Carbon  Dioxide 

35  . 

35 

otal  Solids,  dried  at  180°C. 

350  . 

350 

lkalinity  ... 

255  . 

255 

ixygen  absorbed  in  4  hrs.  at  27°C. 

0.05  . 

0.00 

lesidual  Chlorine 

— 

0.3 

luoride 

— 

less  than  0. 1 

'acteriological  Results — 

io  of  colonies  developing  per  ml.  on 

Agar  in  : — 

1  day  at  37°C. 

0  . 

0 

2  days  at  37°C. 

1  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

1 

3  days  at  22°C. 

1  . 

1 

'resumptive  Coliform  Reaction — 

Present  in 

— 

_ 

Absent  from 

100  mis. 

100  mis. 

act.  Coli.  ( Type  I) — 

Present  in  ... 

— 

_ 

Absent  from 

100  mis. 

100  mis. 

4.  The  water  has  no  plumbo-solvent  action  and  no  special  precautions  are 
jquired  in  this  respect. 

5.  The  estimated  population  supplied  from  the  Corporation’s  mains  in  the  whole 
*ea  of  supply  was  128,556  as  at  31st  December,  1957,  and  the  total  quantity  of 
ater  supplied  for  all  purposes  during  the  year  was  2,442,912,000  gallons. 

The  number  of  dwellinghouses,  together  with  other  premises  having  domestic 
xupation,  supplied  from  the  Corporation’s  mains  was  37,323  at  31st  March,  1957. 
f  this  number  37,268  were  supplied  direct  and  the  remaining  55  were  supplied  by 
andpipes. 

My  records  show  that  19  houses  within  the  Borough  do  not  take  a  supply  from 
le  Corporation’s  mains  but  are  supplied  from  private  wells. 

6.  Capital  Works.  During  the  year  more  progress  was  made  in  carrying  out 
tage  I  of  the  scheme  of  alterations  and  improvements  to  the  Distribution  system 
hich  was  approved  by  the  Council  in  1952.  The  construction  of  the  2  M.G.  Reservoir 
:  Emmer  Green  was  completed,  the  Booster  Station  was  erected  in  Peppard  Road  and 
ie  pumps  were  installed.  It  is  anticipated  that  the  remaining  items  of  Stage  I,  viz., 
ection  of  an  80,000  gallons  Water  Tower  and  laying  approximately  935  yards  of 
in.  trunk  main  from  George  Street,  Caversham,  to  Henley  Road,  will  be  completed 
By  in  1958.  When  the  scheme  was  formulated  in  1951,  it  was  envisaged  that 
:age  I  would  be  completed  by  March,  1955  ;  the  delays  have  been  caused  by 
rcumstances  outside  the  control  of  the  Corporation. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 

Mr.  J.  Green,  M.A.P.H.I.,  M.R.S.H.,  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  reports  I 
as  follows  : — 

Housing,  meat  inspection  and  smoke  abatement  were  the  aspects  of  the  work 
of  the  section  demanding  the  greatest  attention  during  the  year.  Although  there  was 
a  slowing-up  in  the  representation  of  houses,  it  was  gratifying  to  see  the  elimination 
of  Katesgrove  Terrace  and  Martin  Court,  two  of  the  black  spots  in  the  town  so  far 
as  housing  conditions  were  concerned,  and  that  a  substantial  inroad  is  about  to  be 
made  into  the  Hosier  Street  area  by  way  of  Cambridge  and  Hope  Places.  The  Rent 
Act,  1957,  created  a  fair  amount  of  work  requiring  attention  to  applications  for  Certi¬ 
ficates  of  Disrepair,  but  this  should  eventually  prove  a  useful  contribution  to  the 
gradual  improvement  of  housing  conditions.  House-to-house  inspections  are,  as  yet 
out  of  the  question  and  it  became  more  clear  during  the  year  that  attention  will  have 
to  be  given  at  the  earliest  opportunity  to  basement  dwellings  and  houses  let-in-lodgings. 

Through-put  at  the  Abattoirs  continued  the  upward  trend  it  has  followed  each 
year  since  decontrol,  and  meat  inspection  proved  somewhat  of  a  strain  at  times  due 
to  the  staff  position.  The  difficulty  of  levelling  out  killing  peaks  is  appreciated 
although  the  position  requires  constant  examination  to  see  if  and  how  an  all-round 
streamlining  can  be  achieved. 

The  Clean  Air  Act  measures  which  were  in  force  during  the  year  proved  a  useful 
introduction  to  this  work  and  there  are  early  indications  that  industry  is  taking  this 
matter  of  cleaner  air  seriously.  Both  domestic  and  industrial  smoke  production  is 
capable  of  being  considerably  reduced  and  it  is  hoped,  with  effective  enforcement 
of  the  Act  and  a  ready  co-operation  of  both  householders  and  industrial  fuel  users, 
we  shall  see  a  steady  improvement  in  the  air  of  the  town. 

With  regard  to  staff,  a  District  Public  Health  Inspector  and  a  Meat  Inspector 
left  during  the  year  to  take  up  other  appointments.  Although  the  man  power  position 
is  difficult,  especially  in  respect  of  District  Inspectors,  we  were  able  to  appoint  a 
Meat  Inspector  who  will  take  up  his  post  in  the  new  year.  Students  are  not  yet  being 
attracted  to  the  work  in  sufficient  numbers  but  ways  and  means  of  improving  re¬ 
cruitment  are  being  examined  at  national  level  ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  an  effective 
policy  will  be  evolved. 

Despite  considerable  difficulties,  progress  in  the  work  continued  to  be  made 
and  tribute  is  due  to  all  the  members  of  the  staff  who  have  worked  hard  during  the 
year. 


1.  HOUSING 

Slum  Clearance.  For  various  reasons  outside  the  control  of  the  department, 
it  was  not  found  possible  to  make  as  much  progress  with  the  slum  clearance  pro¬ 
gramme  as  had  been  originally  planned  for  this  year.  As  part  of  the  Government’s 
anti-inflation  policy,  the  Ministry  issued  Circular  No.  54/57  which  indicated  how 
this  policy  was  likely  to  affect  housing  programmes  generally.  The  circular  stated 
that  Local  Authorities  would  need  to  re-examine  the  purposes  for  which  they  intend 
to  build,  and  to  establish  priorities.  Whilst  he  hoped  that  no  Authority  with  a  slum 
problem  would  think  it  right  to  come  to  a  standstill  on  slum  clearance,  the  Minister 
did  not  think  it  would  be  necessary,  even  though  in  some  cases  Authorities  might 
have  to  decide  to  go  not  so  fast  as  they  had  originally  hoped  to  do.  The  slum  clearance 
position  was  re-examined  in  the  light  of  the  new  house  building  situation,  and  it  was 
subsequently  decided  to  rephase  the  slum  clearance  programme. 


Clearance  Area  No.  1/1957 — Rose  Hill  Cottages 


Clearance  Area  No.  2/1956 — Katesgrove  Terrace 
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During  the  year,  28  unfit  houses  listed  in  the  original  programme  were  dealt  with 
)y  representations  under  the  Housing  Act  or  by  certification  of  unfitness.  In  addition, 
>ne  house  not  included  in  the  original  programme,  was  found  to  be  unfit  for  human 
labitation  and  was  dealt  with  under  Section  II  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936.  The  con- 
litions  of  houses  scheduled  for  action  and  not  yet  dealt  with,  were  of  course  kept  under 
ibservation  and  further  progress  was  made  in  the  assessment  of  the  future  life  of 
many  other  sub-standard  properties  in  the  town. 


Clearance  Areas.  The  following  clearance  areas  were  represented  during  the 
rear  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  : — 

Clearance  Area  No.  1/57  (Rose  Hill  Cottages)— comprising  8  houses. 

Clearance  Area  No.  2/57  (East  Street) — comprising  4  houses. 


A  compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  made  in  respect  of  the  Rose  Hill  Cottages 
urea.  The  owners  of  four  of  the  houses  objected  to  the  Order  and  the  Minister  of 
lousing  and  Local  Government  ordered  a  Public  Local  Inquiry  to  be  held  at  the 
'own  Hall  on  the  14th  May,  1957.  Evidence  was  given  on  behalf  of  the  owners  and 
le  Local  Authority  before  the  Minister’s  Inspector,  who  afterwards  visited  the 
rea.  The  Order  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Minister  on  the  23rd  July,  1957, 
nd  all  the  occupants  of  the  houses  were  rehoused  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

A  compulsory  Purchase  Order  was  also  made  in  respect  of  the  East  Street  Area, 
[o  objections  were  made  and  at  the  time  of  writing  this  report  the  Order  was  con- 
rmed  by  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  early  part  of  the  year  saw  demolitions  completed  in  respect  of  all  the  houses 
i  the  two  Katesgrove  Clearance  Areas  which  were  represented  during  1956.  Also 
uring  the  year,  the  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  confirmed  the  Orders 
lade  in  respect  of  Clearance  Area  No.  1/56  (Silver  Street  and  Martin  Court),  Clearance 
rea  No.  4/56  (Hosier  Street)  and  Clearance  Area  No.  5/56  (Hope  Street  and  Hope 
lace).  All  the  families  in  these  areas  were  rehoused  and  the  houses  in  the  Silver 
treet  and  Martin  Court  Area  were  demolished.  The  majority  of  the  occupants  of  the 
Duses  in  Cambridge  Place,  Hope  Street  and  Hope  Place,  owned  by  the  Local  Author- 
y  and  certified  unfit  in  1956,  were  rehoused  during  the  year. 

Individual  Unfit  Houses.  The  undermentioned  houses  were  represented 
uring  the  year  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  as  being  unfit  for  human  habitation 
id  not  capable  of  repair  at  reasonable  expense  : — 


1,  3  and  5  Bath  Court  ;  8  Caxton  Street  ;  22,  24  and  26  Church  Street  ; 
14a  Hosier  Street  ;  84  Hosier  Street  ;  7  Lower  Armour  Road  ;  5,  7,  9  and  11 
Mill  Lane  ;  1  and  2  Potmore  Cottages. 

18  Finch  Court,  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  was  vacated  and  officially 
irtified  unfit  for  human  habitation. 

!  With  one  exception,  No.  5  Mill  Lane,  all  the  families  from  these  houses  were 
i  housed  during  the  year. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  in  respect  of  the  houses  in  Bath  Court,  Caxton  Street, 
osier  Street  (14a),  and  Potmore  Cottages,  and  Demolition  Orders  in  the  case  of 
e  houses  in  Church  Street  and  Mill  Lane.  No.  84  Hosier  Street  and  No.  7  Lower 
rmour  Road  had  not  reached  the  “  Order  ”  stage  by  the  end  of  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year,  demolition  was  in  progress  in  the  case  of  Nos.  22,  24  and 
>  Church  Street,  together  with  an  adjoining  house,  No.  54  Letcombe  Street,  which 
■  id  been  closed  since  1950. 

Nos.  123  and  125  Chatham  Street,  houses  subject  to  Demolition  Orders  made  in 
*56,  and  No.  12  Tilehurst  Road,  a  house  which  had  been  closed  since  1955,  were 
I  unolished  during  the  year. 
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Closure  of  Parts  of  Buildings.  There  were  no  representations  made  during, 
the  year  in  respect  of  basements  or  other  parts  of  buildings. 

Closing  Orders  were  made  and  the  families  rehoused  in  the  case  of  the  basement: 
flats  at  111  Castle  Hill  and  21  Southcote  Road,  both  of  which  were  represented 
during  1956. 

A  number  of  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  from  families  living  in 
basement  dwellings  and  where,  on  investigation,  conditions  were  found  to  be  un¬ 
satisfactory  and  irremediable,  the  premises  were  listed  for  future  action  when  oppor¬ 
tune.  r 


Repair  of  Houses.  Many  of  the  complaints  received  by  the  department  were  in 
respect  of  housing  defects  although  the  coming  into  effect  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  has 
necessarily  affected  both  complaints  and  the  service  of  notices  regarding  housing 
defects.  In  connection  with  complaints,  463  dwellinghouses  were  inspected  during 
the  year  and  278  preliminary  notices  served.  There  were  2,637  re-inspections  for 
the  purpose  of  supervising  works  in  progress,  interviewing  owners  and  builders  and 
generally  securing  compliance  with  the  notices  served.  Property  owners  responded 
well  to  informal  notices,  although  it  was  necessary  to  serve  statutory  notices  in  29 
cases.  Four  of  the  notices  were  served  under  the  Housing  Act  and  25  under  the 
Public  Health  Act.  Two-hundred  and  thirty-four  houses  were  made  fit  during  the 
year,  either  by  the  owner  or  by  the  Corporation  in  default.  There  were  2  instances 
where  it  was  necessary  for  the  Corporation  to  do  the  work  m  default  of  the  owner 
where  the  statutory  notice  had  not  been  complied  with  ;  the  cost  of  works  involved 
was  £51  16s.  6d. 


Certificates  of  Disrepair.  The  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act,  1954,  was 
still  in  force  during  the  first  half  of  the  year.  Three  applications  for  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  under  this  Act  were  received  and  in  each  case  a  Certificate  was  granted. 
In  addition,  7  applications  for  revocation  of  Certificates  previously  issued,  were 
received  and  in  6  cases  the  Certificates  were  revoked,  all  defects  having  been  satis¬ 
factorily  remedied. 

The  Rent  Act,  1957,  came  into  operation  on  the  6th  July,  1957,  and  substantially 
repealed  the  1954  Act.  The  effect  of  this  new  legislation  was  immediately  apparent 
as  during  the  latter  half  of  the  year  113  applications  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair  were 
received.  Of  these  applications,  7  were  subsequently  withdrawn  by  the  tenants  for 
various  reasons  and  1  application  was  not  granted.  The  remainder  were  approved 
for  the  issue  of  Certificates,  17  in  respect  of  all  the  defects  specified  by  the  tenants 
and  88  in  respect  of  only  some  of  the  defects. 

Following  the  Local  Authority’s  notice  of  intention  to  issue  Certificates  of 
Disrepair  in  these  cases,  undertakings  were  received  from  landlords  in  43  instances. 
Of  these,  41  were  found  to  be  acceptable  and  Certificates  were  not  therefore  issued, 
whilst  2  were  unsatisfactory  and  were  not  accepted.  In  addition,  one  landlord  carried 
out  all  the  repairs  necessary  before  the  Certificate  of  Disrepair  was  due  to  be  issued. 
Two  applications  were  received  for  the  cancellation  of  Certificates  issued  under  the 
Rent  Act,  1957.  In  one  case  all  the  defects  listed  in  the  Certificate  had  been  satis¬ 
factorily  remedied  and  in  one  case  the  work  had  not  been  satisfactorily  completed. 


The  Rent  Act,  1957  and  Housing  Conditions.  4  he  introduction  and  general 
effect  of  the  Rent  Act,  1957,  seems  worthy  of  some  discussion  in  the  Report. 
The  Rent  Act  came  into  effect  at  about  the  time  that  economic  strictures  on  house 
building  were  applied  which,  in  its  turn,  affected  the  slum  clearance  programme. 
Although  less  work  was  done  on  slum  clearance,  this  was  more  than  offset  by  the 
increased  activity  created  by  the  new  "  certificate  of  disrepair  ”  procedure  and  the 
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verall  effect  of  the  Act  itself.  The  procedure  relating  to  the  applications  for, 
nd  the  granting  of,  Certificates  of  Disrepair  under  this  Act  is  quite  new,  a  great  deal 
f  responsibility  being  placed  on  the  tenants  if  they  desire  to  have  works  of  repair 
one  to  their  houses.  Briefly,  the  tenant  is  required  to  notify  the  landlord  on  the 
ppropriate  statutory  form,  and  the  landlord  has %  six  weeks  in  which  to  state  his 
itention  of  having  the  repairs  specified  carried  out.  If  the  landlord  agrees  to  do 
be  work,  he  has  six  months  in  which  to  complete  the  repairs.  If  no  undertaking 
;  given  by  the  landlord  within  the  six  weeks  required,  a  Certificate  of  Disrepair 
an  be  granted  by  the  Local  Authority  if  the  conditions  justify  it.  In  the  first 
lace,  therefore,  the  repairs  required  to  be  done  under  the  Rent  Act,  as  apart  from 
he  Housing  Act,  is  a  matter  between  the  landlord  and  tenant.  If  it  is  found  that 
he  works  as  specified  by  the  tenant,  will  not  make  a  house  fit,  supplementary  action 
an  be  taken  under  either  the  Public  Health  Act  or  the  Housing  Acts.  Up  to  the 
present,  however,  we  have  found  that  tenants  have  specified  all  the  necessary  works. 

Although  the  question  of  disrepair  and  rent  increases  under  the  Rent  Act  is 
>rimarily  a  matter  between  landlord  and  tenant,  the  procedure  is  complex  and  a 
onsiderable  amount  of  work  is  involved  so  far  as  the  Local  Authority’s  officers  are 
oncerned.  Numerous  enquiries  have  been  dealt  with,  applications  for  Certificates  of 
lisrepair  necessitate  detailed  inspection  of  the  houses  concerned  and  subsequent 
reparation  of  the  Certificates,  landlords’  undertakings  must  be  checked  and  where 
Certificates  have  been  issued  and  work  is  claimed  by  the  landlord  to  be  done,  it  is 
ilmost  invariably  necessary  to  approve  the  repairs  before  Certificates  can  be  cancelled, 
t  seems  likely  that  the  number  of  tenants  applying  for  Certificates  of  Disrepair, 
is  only  a  small  proportion  of  those  affected  by  the  rent  increases.  It  is  assumed  in 
hese  other  cases  that  agreement  has  been  reached  between  landlord  and  tenant  with 
egard  to  repairs.  Whilst  the  Act  as  a  whole  must  be  achieving  some  improvement 
.0  a  proportion  of  houses  in  the  town,  the  repair  provisions  under  this  Act  cannot 
eplace  those  under  the  Housing  or  Public  Health  Acts  which  place  an  obligation  on 
he  Local  Authority  to  see  that  houses  are  maintained  in  a  condition  fit  for  human 
labitation.  This  can  only  be  done  either  on  receipt  of  complaint  or  by  house-to-house 
nspections. 

Having  regard  to  the  question  of  housing  repairs  and  future  slum  clearance 
commitments,  although  approximately  500  houses  were  scheduled  for  action  following 
i  survey  under  the  1954  Act,  there  must  be  a  percentage  of  houses  year-by-year 
which  will  become  unfit  and  which  can  be  termed  “  normal  housing  wastage.  The 
lumber  of  houses  becoming  unfit  year-by-year  in  this  way,  will  depend  upon  the 
:otal  number  of  properties  involved  and  the  general  overall  conditions  of  these  houses. 


Information  re,  Local  Land  Charges,  etc.  Information  relating  to  dwelling- 
louses  as  regards  outstanding  notices  and  their  position  with  respect  to  slum  clearance 
vvas  supplied  in  many  cases  ;  upon  request  for  official  search  of  the  Land  Charges 
Register — some  1,888  forms  were  dealt  with  during  the  year.  Details  of  properties 
vere  also  supplied  in  connection  with  mortgages  being  arranged  under  the  Housing 
/Vet,  1949,  with  respect  to  the  purchase  of  small  dwellings. 

Overcrowding.  Many  complaints  were  investigated,  particularly  from  people 
3n  the  housing  list,  alleging  conditions  of  overcrowding.  The  cases  of  statutory 
overcrowding,  however,  were  comparatively  small  and  the  trend  seems  to  be  for  a 
gradual  improvement  in  the  housing  position  from  that  point  of  view,  probably  a 
reflection  of  an  improving  general  housing  situation  brought  about  by  house  building. 
Numerous  reports  on  housing  conditions  were  submitted  to  the  Housing  Department 
for  their  information  and  subsequent  action.  Reports  were  also  furnished  to  other 
Local  Authorities  in  respect  of  applicants  on  their  list  who  resided  in  the  County 
Borough  of  Reading. 

FI 
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A  Summary  of  Housing  repair  work  under 

the  Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts 

Number  of  inspections  for  the  purpose  of  the  Housing  Consolidated 

Regulations  .  91 

Number  of  general  inspections  .  808 

Number  of  revisits  .  2,437 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  Housing  Act  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  (Housing  Act)  complied  with  by  : — 

Owners  .  2 

Local  Authority  in  default  2 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  under  the  Public  Health  Act  ...  25 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  (Public  Health  Act)  complied  with  by  : — 

Owners  .  40 

Local  Authority  in  default .  — 

Number  of  Houses  made  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  234 


2.  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 

This  Section  deals  with  the  inspection  and  sampling  of  all  kinds  of  food  between 
the  point  of  production  to  the  consumer,  and  the  inspection  of  food  premises.  Food 
hygiene  is  also  dealt  with  and  details  of  the  Public  Analyst's  reports  together  with 
action  taken  on  deficient  samples  are  also  discussed.  Particulars  of  the  work  of  the 
Department  in  respect  of  these  matters  have  been  arranged  in  the  same  way  as  last 
year. 

(a)  Slaughterhouses  and  Inspection  of  Meat 

(b)  Unwholesome  Food  Condemned 

(c)  Milk 

(d)  Food  Handling 

(e)  Sampling,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

{a)  SLAUGHTERHOUSES  AND  INSPECTION  OF  MEAT 

1957  was  the  first  full  year  of  unrestricted  use  of  the  Smalls  Abattoir 
annexe  ;  the  London  Street  slaughterhouse  formerly  used  by  the  Corporation 
for  slaughtering  smalls  was  discontinued  in  1956.  The  plans  the  Ministry  origin¬ 
ally  intended  for  the  Abattoirs,  therefore,  were  completed  and  provision  is  now  made 
for  dealing  with  all  types  of  animals  on  the  line  system  within  the  same  establishment. 
Through-put  at  the  Abbattoirs  showed  an  increase  over  that  for  1956,  and  despite 
the  fall  in  kill  at  the  bacon  factory,  the  figures  for  the  slaughterhouses  as  a  whole 
were  greater  than  last  year. 

The  amount  of  meat  produced  in  the  Abattoirs  and  intended  for  consumption: 
within  the  County  Borough  and  the  surrounding  district  the  Abattoirs  normally 
served,  was  approximately  30%  of  the  whole.  The  original  idea  in  the  Government 
White  Paper  on  slaughterhouses,  of  course,  was  that  slaughterhouses  similar  to 
Reading  should  be  sited  at  pre-determined  points  throughout  the  country  so  as  to 
cover  the  main  slaughtering  needs  for  the  area  to  be  served.  It  was  realised  that  the  i 
Authorities  in  which  such  establishments  were  to  be  situated,  would  have  fairly  heavy 
economic  commitments,  and  legislation  was  provided  for  safeguarding  their  position ; 
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to  some  extent  by  enabling  them  to  restrict  private  slaughterhouses  in  their  district. 
In  recent  times,  however,  the  Government  has  modified  that  policy,  making  way 
for  slaughterhouse  development,  not  necessarily  within  the  moderate  concentration 
plan,  although  such  development  would  be  subject  to  Ministerial  approval.  Whilst 
this  filling-in  policy,  introduced  as  a  result  of  experience  during  the  post-control 
years,  will  no  doubt  serve  a  useful  purpose,  it  is  essential  that  the  interests  of  such 
places  as  Reading  should  be  borne  in  mind  by  the  Minister  when  considering  appli¬ 
cations  for  new  slaughterhouses  likely  to  affect  Reading’s  through-put. 

Last  year,  the  Council  formally  passed  a  resolution  of  redundancy  in  respect  of 
two  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  town.  The  Jewish  community  lodged  an  objection 
with  the  Minister  mainly  on  the  grounds  that  if  the  resolution  were  confirmed,  they 
would  be  deprived  of  facilities  for  Kosher  slaughtering.  The  Minister  ordered  a  local 
hearing  which  was  heard  in  Reading  on  22nd  January  and  after  due  consideration, 
the  Minister  refused  to  confirm  the  resolution.  The  Council,  however,  adhered  to  its 
original  intention  to  see  the  two  slaughtering  establishments  discontinued  for  slaugh¬ 
tering  purposes,  and  authority  was  given  to  seek  closure  by  negotiation.  One  of  these 
two  slaughterhouses  has  not,  in  fact,  been  used  since  pre-war  days. 

The  slaughtering  establishments  in  operation  during  the  year  under  review  were 
the  Public  Abattoir  and  three  private  slaughterhouses — one  connected  with  a  bacon 
factory,  one  attached  to  a  small  pork  and  bacon  business,  and  a  small  slaughterhouse 
in  Tilehurst  where  a  few  smalls  were  killed.  There  was  no  killing  by  the  Kosher  method 
during  the  year. 

The  general  standard  of  the  slaughterhouses  in  the  town  is  good  and  they  have 
been  reasonably  well-maintained  during  the  year.  At  the  Abattoirs  some  interior 
decoration  was  carried  out,  together  with  maintenance  work  on  yard  surfaces. 
The  smalls  slaughtering  floor  was  renewed  also.  Difficulty  was  experienced  with 
supplies  of  hot  water  and  plans  have  been  made  to  improve  the  water  supply  system. 
Adequate  supplies  of  water,  both  hot  and  cold,  are  essential  if  premises  like  slaughter¬ 
houses  are  to  be  operated  in  a  hygienic  manner.  Cleaning  of  lairages  and  other  parts 
of  the  premises  was  the  subject  of  comment  by  the  department  during  the  year  and 
a  more  effective  system  was  introduced.  The  portable  steam  lance  introduced  by 
the  slaughtering  contractor  for  cleaning  offal  racks,  is  operating  most  satisfactorily 
and  seems  to  be  the  answer  to  what  was  a  cleaning  problem.  Wear  and  tear  resulting 
from  constant  use  day-by-day  over  the  last  few  years,  has  emphasised  the  need  for 
frequent  maintenance  of  equipment.  The  offal  racks  which  are  concerned  in  meat 
inspection  and  help  to  relate  offals  with  carcases,  seem  prone  to  damage.  Attention 
to  items  such  as  these  does  assist  in  the  operation  of  meat  inspection  and  helps  to 
ensure  that  owners  of  carcases  receive  their  proper  offals. 


! 
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Meat  for  Export.  As  mentioned  previously,  something  like  70%  of  the  meat 
produced  at  the  Abattoirs  is  for  export  beyond  the  Reading  area.  Part  of  it  goes  to 
London,  some  goes  abroad.  Considerable  care  is  exercised  with  this  meat  to  ensure 
that  it  arrives  at  its  destination  in  good  condition  because  of  the  long  journey  in¬ 
volved.  Ail  the  meat  is  thoroughly  cooled  at  the  Abattoirs  and  a  high  proportion 
is  transported  in  vehicles  with  independent  refrigeration  units.  All  the  meat  going 
abroad  is  placed  in  the  refrigerated  vehicles  immediately  after  cooling  for  conveyance 
to  the  airport  or  rail  loading  centre.  The  meat  going  by  sea  is  conveyed  in  continental 
type  insulated  containers  in  which  is  placed  a  quantity  of  solid  refrigerant  material, 
usually  solid  carbon  dioxide.  The  air-borne  meat  is  very  quickly,  more  in  a  matter  of 
minutes  rather  than  hours,  flown  to  the  Continent,  usually  France,  where  it  is  again 
loaded  into  refrigerated  vehicles  for  transport  to  its  final  destination.  During  the 
year,  Certificates  in  respect  of  5,020  carcases  of  beef,  965  fore-quarters  of  beef,  6,625 
hind-quarters  of  beef,  965  sides  of  beef  and  433  carcases  of  lamb,  were  issued  in  respect 
of  export  consignments,  to  show  that  the  meat  had  been  inspected  and  passed  as  fit 
for  human  consumption  by  authorised  officers  of  the  Local  Authority. 
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Casualty  Animals.  There  was  an  increase  over  1956  in  the  number  of  casualty 
animals  inspected  during  the  year,  the  main  rise  being  in  respect  of  sheep  and  pigs. 
These  casualties  are  sent  in  from  time  to  time  by  owners  of  animals  which  have 
suffered  accident  or  are  sent  in  for  slaughter  because  of  illness.  The  recommendations 
laid  down  in  Memo  3  (Meat)  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food,  were  followed  in  these 
cases.  Veterinary  Certificates  or  written  declarations  by  owners  were  required  in 
these  cases.  It  is  necessary,  in  the  case  of  suspect  carcases,  that  Inspectors  should 
have  as  much  information  as  possible  as  to  the  reasons  why  animals  are  sent  in  for 
casualty  slaughter,  so  as  to  ensure  that  no  harmful  condition  is  overlooked.  On  the 
whole,  there  is  very  good  co-operation  between  Veterinarians  and  owners  in  connec¬ 
tion  with  this  matter.. 

In  cases  of  doubt,  and  this  applies  particularly  with  casualty  animals,  the  advice 
of  the  Veterinary  Investigation  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  &  Fisheries 
was  sought.  The  advice  given  by  Mr.  R.  M.  Loosmore  and  his  staff,  is  much  appreci¬ 
ated. 

The  position  with  regard  to  casualty  animals  inspected  during  the  year,  is  as 
follows  : — 

Heifers  and 

Cows  Steers  Bulls  Sheep  Calves  Pigs 

124  1  Nil  79  6  365 

The  figure  of  79  sheep  this  year  compares  with  6  last  year,  and  365  pigs  this  year 
compares  with  273  in  1956.  These  increases  are  accounted  for  by  the  fairly  heavy 
lambing  season  in  1957  and  one  large  batch  of  swine  fever  contact  pigs  which  was 
sent  into  the  Abattoir  for  slaughter. 

Inspection  of  Dressed  Carcases.  The  number  of  dressed  carcases  received 
at  the  Abattoir  and  slaughterhouse  during  the  year  was  slightly  more  than  in  previous 
years.  Details  of  the  dressed  carcases,  which  were  received  from  a  Veterinary  Re¬ 
search  Establishment  in  an  adjoining  area,  are  as  follows  : — 

37  sheep  :  2  sows  :  5  pigs 

Meat  Inspection.  The  trend  for  increased  through-put  continued  in  1957,  some 
136,418  animals  of  various  kinds  were  slaughtered  during  the  year  compared  with 
134,628  animals  last  year.  The  inspection  details  for  the  last  two  years  are  compiled 
graphically  on  page  85.  1957  was  a  particularly  difficult  year  from  the  point  of 

view  of  meat  inspection.  In  addition  to  being  one  Meat  Inspector  short  on  the 
establishment,  a  further  Meat  Inspector  left  in  July,  the  Health  Committee  decided, 
in  order  to  ease  the  burden  of  overtime  work,  particularly  at  week-ends,  to  obtain  the 
co-operation  of  suitably  qualified  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  other  Authorities. 
Several  offers  of  assistance  were  received  and  the  arrangements  were  introduced 
at  the  time  of  the  drafting  of  this  Report. 

Ministry  Grants  for  Meat  Inspection.  Mention  was  made  in  the  Report 
last  year  of  the  financial  burden  being  borne  by  those  Authorities  providing  a  meat : 
inspection  service  far  beyond  that  required  for  their  own  towns  and  surrounding; 
districts.  During  the  year,  the  Government  introduced  a  scheme  of  reimbursement 
in  these  cases.  The  arrangements  are  that  for  the  inspection  of  animals  above  ai 
certain  basic  figure  assessed  on  the  population  of  the  town,  the  Ministry  make  a  grant' 
to  cover  part  of  the  cost  of  the  additional  work  involved.  From  the  basis  on  which 
the  Ministry  have  worked  for  reimbursement  purposes,  it  is  clear  that  the  meat 
inspection  set-up  in  Reading  compares  favourably  with  the  inspection  arrangements 
elsewhere. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 
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Tuberculosis.  It  is  interesting  to  note  from  the  disease  incidence  statistics 
that  there  was  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  animals  found  to  be  affected  with  tuber¬ 
culosis.  This  reduction  occurred  despite  the  fact  that,  in  February,  the  Ministry  of 
Agriculture  introduced  a  Tuberculosis  Eradication  Order  and  a  considerable  number 
of  animals  reacting  to  the  tuberculin  test  applied  under  this  scheme,  were  sent  in  for 
slaughter.  This  Eradication  Order  is  part  of  the  Government’s  plan  to  eliminate 
tuberculosis  in  cattle  in  this  country  so  that,  in  a  few  years’  time,  it  is  possible  that 
tuberculosis  here  will  become  more  of  a  pathological  interest  than  a  matter  of  concern 
to  agriculture.  Under  the  Order,  cattle  within  a  specified  area  are  tuberculin  tested 
free  of  charge,  reactors  are  sent  in  for  slaughter,  the  owner  being  compensated  on  a 
market  value  basis. 

The  campaign  against  tuberculosis  now  seems  to  be  showing  effect.  The  gross 
infections  found  in  Abattoirs  years  ago  when  it  was  not  infrequent  to  find  profuse 
tuberculous  lesions  on  the  pleura  and  peritoneum,  are  rarely  seenin  the  slaughterhouses 
today.  The  figures  below  which  give  the  incidence  of  the  tuberculosis  found  in  various 
types  of  animals  at  the  Abattoirs  in  past  years,  indicate  a  steady  but  marked  decrease 
in  this  disease  on  post-mortem  inspection. 


Year 

Cattle 

(excluding  cows) 
Kill  % 

affected 

Cows 

Kill  % 

affected 

Calves 

Kill  % 

affected 

Pigs 

Kill  % 

affected 

1948 

3,687 

12.04 

1,631 

49.85 

4,297 

— 

10,235 

3.89 

1953 

23,733 

5.52 

2,969 

23.95 

7,586 

— 

38,949 

1.16 

1954 

22,398 

6.47 

3,231 

18.76 

11,185 

0.0045 

50,180 

1.31 

1955 

9,300 

4.45 

11,857 

15.74 

16,396 

0.24 

69,499 

0.72 

1956 

12,873 

3.58 

18,350 

20.39 

23,736 

0.06 

57,885 

0.76 

1957 

15,936 

3.28 

17,864 

18.04 

20,659 

0.009 

57,316 

0.51 

Calves  'affected  with  Congenital  Tuberculosis.  A  striking  figure  so  far  as 
the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  is  concerned,  relates  to  calves  condemned  for  congenital 
tuberculosis.  Only  2  out  of  20,659  were  found  to  be  affected.  As  a  general  practice, 
details  of  these  carcases  were  forwarded  to  the  Animal  Health  Division  of  the  Ministry 
of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  to  enable  investigation  to  be  made  at  the  source  from 
which  the  calf  was  obtained.  This  arrangement  has  in  the  past  been  a  useful  contri¬ 
bution  to  the  overall  effort  to  eliminate  tuberculosis,  especially  amongst  dairy  herds 


Cysticercus  Bovis.  Fourteen  cases  of  cysticercus  bovis  were  found  at  the 
Abattoirs  during  the  year,  the  carcase  of  one  cow  being  affected  to  a  generalised 
extent.  In  eleven  cases,  degenerated  cysts  only  were  found  in  the  heads.  These 
carcases  were  jointed  and  inspected  in  detail.  No  further  evidence  was  found  and  the 
carcases  were  passed  as  fit  for  human  consumption.  In  two  cases,  viable  C5^sts  were 
found  in  the  heads.  The  heart  from  one  of  the  carcases  was  also  affected.  These  two 
carcases  were  refrigerated,  as  recommended,  for  21  days  before  being  passed  for 
consumption.  The  carcase  with  the  generalised  infestation  was  condemned.  This 
type  of  cysticercosis  developed  in  the  animal  population  in  this  country  during  the  war 
years  and  has  not  yet  been  eliminated. 


Diseases  of  Animals  Acts,  1894  to  I960.  The  Meat  Inspectors  are  authorised 
officers  for  the  purposes  of  the  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  and  are  responsible  for  en¬ 
suring  the  proper  disposal  of  diseased  carcases  and  the  disinfection  of  infected  premises, 
Eleven  cases  of  swine  fever  were  notified  during  the  year,  6  of  which  were  not 
confirmed.  Two  of  the  confirmed  cases  and  1  not  confirmed  were  found  during 
routine  meat  inspection.  With  the  exception  of  the  3  cases  found  at  slaughter¬ 
houses,  the  outbreaks  were  confined  to  piggeries  in  the  County  Borough.  Disinfection 
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of  premises  was  carried  out  under  the  supervision  of  the  Public  Health  Inspectors 
i  and  the  affected  carcases  were  disposed  of  at  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  s  premises 
at  Coley  Park  in  9  instances,  1  was  incinerated  in  a  slaughterhouse  destructor  plant 
•  and  the  other  was  buried  with  appropriate  precautions  on  the  site.  The  last  2  cases 
were  unconfirmed  cases.  The  co-operation  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  in  permitting 
the  use  of  their  incinerator  at  Coley  Park,  is  much  appreciated  as  it  is  most  convenient 
and  efficient. 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933  to  1954.  A  total  of  45  licences  to  slaughter 
i  animals  under  the  provisions  of  the  above  Act  were  issued  during  the  year.  Both  the 
captive  bolt  pistol  and  the  electric  lethaler  are  used  at  the  Abattoirs  and  other 
slaughterhouses  and  no  infringements  of  the  Acts  were  reported. 

Condemned  Meat.  Condemned  meat  is  disposed  of  in  a  manner  approved  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  A  proportion  is  used  for  pharmaceutical  purposes 
and  for  mink  farm  feeding.  A  quantity  of  non-infected  material  was  sent  to  an 
:  animal  food  establishment,  whilst  the  remainder  was  disposed  of  to  processors  for 
conversion  into  fertilizer,  feeding  stuffs  and  industrial  fats,  etc. 

Some  173J  tons  of  meat  were  condemned  during  the  year  at  the  Abattoirs  and 
other  slaughterhouses.  The  amount  of  condemned  meat  is  in  some  respects  a 
reflection  of  the  figures  shown  in  the  table  giving  details  of  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis,  although  it  cannot  in  any  way  be  accepted  as  conclusive.  The  table  below 
'sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected,  together  with  details  of  condemnations, 
land  is  in  the  form  required  by  the  Ministry  : — 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

i  Number  killed 

!  - - - — - _____ - - - 

15,936 

17,864 

20,659 

24,643 

57,316 

Nil 

i  Number  inspected  ... 

15,936 

17,864 

20,659 

24,643 

56,790 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci.  Whole  carcases  con¬ 
demned 

7 

112 

83 

31 

110 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

3,212 

8,676 

69 

280 

6,272 

Nil 

i  Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  and  Cysticerci 

20.19 

49.19 

0.73 

1.26 

11.13 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only  : 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

4 

124 

2 

— 

— 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

519 

3,100 

— 

— 

288 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  Tuberculosis 

3.28 

18.04 

0.009 

— 

0.51 

Nil 

Cysticercosis  : 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  ... 

14 

_ 

_ 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 
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Diseased  Meat  and  Offals.  The  following  tables  give  details  of  the  meat  and 
offals  found  during  the  year  to  be  diseased,  unsound  or  unfit  for  human  consumption  : 


Whole  Carcases 


Disease 

Heifers 

and 

Steers 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Tuberculosis 

4 

124 

— 

2 

— 

— 

Asphyxia  ... 

Bruising  and  Injuries 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

2 

(extensive) 

— 

8 

— 

1 

— 

Congestion 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

_ 

— 

2 

(generalised)  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

• — 

— 

Dead  in  Pen 

1 

— 

— 

6 

2 

3 

Emaciation 

— 

22 

— 

3 

4 

3 

Erysipelas,  Acute  Swine 

— 

— - 

— 

_ 

16 

— 

Fevered  and  Moribund  Condition 

— 

— 

— 

7 

17 

5 

Gangrene  ... 

— 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

Immaturity 

— 

— 

— 

13 

4 

2 

Ill-bled  . 

2 

2 

— 

5 

2 

7 

Jaundice  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Joint-ill 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

— 

Oedema 

— 

21 

1 

2 

3 

— 

Oedema  and  Emaciation 

— 

50 

— 

— 

7 

Pyaemia 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Pyrexia 

3 

— - 

— 

14 

21 

— 

Septicaemia 

— 

3 

- — - 

1 

6 

_ 

Septic  Pericarditis  (Acute) 

— 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Septic  Peritonitis  (Acute) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Septic  Pneumonia  (Acute) 

1 

— 

— 

2 

4 

_ 

Swine  Fever 

— 

- - 

— 

— 

17 

— 

Septic  Mastitis 

— 

3 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Uraemia 

— 

1 

— 

- * 

— 

— 

11 

241 

1 

74 

110 

30 

Part  Carcases 


Disease 

Heifers 

and 

Steers 

Cows 

Bulls 

Calves 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Tuberculosis 

7 

572 

1 

_ 

_  .  _ 

— 

Abscess 

— 

1 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Arthritis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

8 

— 

Bruising  and  injuries 

3 

1 

— 

— 

10 

— 

Pleurisy 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

574 

1 

— 

26 

— 
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Organs,  etc. 


Heads  and  Tongues 


Tuberculosis 

1,499 

Abscess 

67 

Actinomycosis 

128 

i  Cysticercus  Bovis 

13 

,  Crystal  Violet  Staining  ... 

113 

Lungs 

Tuberculosis 

2,652 

Abscess 

19 

Congestion 

588 

i  Cysts 

253 

!  Distomatosis 

141 

ii  Parasites 

66 

1  Pleurisy  ... 

1,623 

\  Pneumonia 

2,251 

Livers 

Tuberculosis 

459 

;  Abscess  ... 

84 

Angioma 

589 

i  Cirrhosis  ... 

905 

Fatty  Degeneration 

Degenerations 

137 

Distomatosis 

13,886 

Milkspots 

2,169 

Peritonitis 

70 

Part  Livers 

Distomatosis 

1,499 

Hearts 

Tuberculosis 
Cysticercus  Bovis 
Pericarditis 


1,403 


Tuberculosis 

Cysts 

Nephritis 


Kidneys 


7 

719 

614 


Skirts 


Tuberculosis 


29 


Intestines 

Tuberculosis 
J ohnes  Disease 
Peritonitis 


114 

16 

104 


Stomachs 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  3 

Peritonitis  ...  ...  ...  174 


Transport  of  Meat.  Although  it  was  not  possible  to  give  as  much  attention  to 
these  matters  as  we  would  like,  the  introduction  of  the  food  hygiene  regulations 
during  the  year,  brought  about  a  further  improvement  in  the  standard  of  meat 
transportation.  All  the  vehicles  regularly  using  the  Abattoirs  are  suitably  designed, 
and  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  fairly  good.  There  has  been  progress  in  the  develop¬ 
ment  of  vehicles  incorporating  independent  refrigeration  units  at  the  Abattoirs,  the 
Latest  type  being  capable  of  carrying  80  complete  sides  of  beef  in  a  hanging  position. 
It  is  internally  lined  throughout  in  stainless  steel  with  welded  joints,  an  ideal  form 
di  construction,  and  is  equipped  with  a  power  loading  unit.  Besides  being  an  ex- 
:ellent  form  of  transport,  when  the  Abattoirs  cooling  bays  have  been  full,  it  has  been 
used  on  occasions  as  additional  cooling  space. 

It  has  again  been  necessary  this  year  to  draw  attention  to  certain  infringements 
}f  the  hygiene  regulations,  especially  in  the  case  of  a  few  casual  transport  users, 
informal  action  achieved  the  necessary  improvements. 


Knacker  s  Yard.  There  is  one  Knacker's  Yard  in  the  Borough  which  is  subject 
10  annual  licensing  by  the  Council.  These  premises  were  reconstructed  during  1955 
md  are  of  a  good  standard.  The  register  kept  in  accordance  with  the  Knacker’s 
^ard  Orders  shows  117  bovine,  1  boar  and  23  equine  cases  were  dealt  with  on  the 
Dremises  during  the  year.  No  complaints  were  received  in  respect  of  this  establish¬ 
ment  and  it  was  carried  on  satisfactorily  during  the  year.  The  Public  Health 
Inspectors  made  38  visits  to  the  premises  during  1957. 


to  Oi 
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(6)  UNWHOLESOME  FOOD  CONDEMNED 


Some  499  visits  were  made  to  food  establishments  during  the  year  for  the  purpose 
of  condemning  foodstuffs  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Approximately  14 \  tons 
of  food  were  condemned  and  1,923  certificates  were  issued  to  traders  concerned 
One  of  the  items  worthy  of  special  mention  is  that  relating  to  bacon.  Much  of  this 
was  included  in  one  consignment  of  imported  bacon  which  was  found  to  be  unfit  as  a 
result  of  delay  in  delivery.  A  shipment  of  bacon  held  up  in  the  Port  of  London  b} 
t  he  dock  strike  in  August  was  consigned  to  a  Reading  bacon  establishment  where,  or 
inspection,  over  4  tons  had  to  be  condemned  because  of  decomposition.  Details  ol 
the  food  condemned  are  given  below  : — 


Bacon  ... 

Biscuits 
Cake  ... 

Cheese 

Confectionery  filling 

Currants 

Eggs,  frozen  ... 

Eggs  . 

Fish  *  ... 

Fruit,  mixed 
Ham  ... 

Ham  &  Tongue  Roll 
Jam 

Jellies  ... 

Meat  ... 

Pickles 
Rice  ... 

Sausages 

Salami 

Savoury  Roll  ... 
Tins,  various 
Vinegar 


13,489J 

lbs. 

8 

lbs. 

6 

lbs. 

76J 

lbs. 

6 

gallons 

145 

lbs. 

16 

lbs. 

30 

doz. 

588 

lbs. 

41 

lbs. 

16 

lbs. 

100 

lbs. 

60 

lbs. 

42 

pkts. 

2,039J 

lbs. 

11 

lbs. 

101 

lbs. 

GO 

>— A 

H- * 

lbs. 

54 

lbs. 

83 

lbs. 

4,712 

tins 

1 

gallon 

Formal  Proceedings.  Following  a  complaint  concerning  the  condition  of  a 
meat  pie  purchased  in  a  local  shop,  proceedings  were  taken  against  the  retailer  under 
Section  10  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955.  The  Magistrates  found  the  case  proved 
and  imposed  a  fine  of  £50  and  costs.  The  Defendants  made  complaint  against  the 
manufacturers  of  the  article  but  the  charge  was  dismissed.  The  retailer  gave  notice 
of  appeal,  but  this  was  subsequently  withdrawn. 

There  was  another  instance  of  an  unfit  pie  being  sold  for  human  consumption. 
This  was  formally  seized  under  Section  9  of  the  Food  &  Drugs  Act,  1955,  taken  before! 
a  Justice  of  the  Peace  and  subsequently  condemned.  In  this  case  a  warning  was; 
given. 


(c)  MILK  AND  MILK  PRODUCTS 

Regular  visits  were  paid  during  the  year  to  the  dairy  establishments  in  the  town 
for  the  purpose  of  sampling  milk  at  the  time  of  delivery  of  farm  supplies  and  fort 
general  inspection.  The  relevant  statutes  have  been  reasonably  well  observed.  The: 
number  of  licenses  issued  during  the  year  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
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asteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  and  Milk  (Special  Designation) 


.aw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  were  as  follows  : — 

Plant  licences  for  milk  pasteurisation  ...  4 

Dealers’  licences  for  sale  of  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  65 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  16 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  24 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  86 


It  is  interesting  to  note  that  there  is  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  retailers 
[ling  bottled  milk  as  received  from  the  dairies  and  particularly  that  sterilised  milk 
>pears  to  be  sold  a  little  more  widely. 

From  the  number  of  Supplementary  licences  issued  to  firms  distributing  milk 
the  town  from  districts  outside,  it  would  appear  that  Reading  is  fairly  self-sufficient 
far  as  the  milk  distributing  trade  is  concerned.  Details  of  Supplementary  licences 


sued  are  as  follows  : — 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Pasteurised  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  ...  7 

Sterilised  Milk  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 


Of  the  4  milk  processing  plants,  3  are  of  the  H.T.S.T.  pattern  and  one  is  of  the 
older  type.  In  the  so-called  Holder  method,  the  milk  must  be  retained  at  a  temper- 
ture  of  not  less  than  145°F.  and  not  more  than  150°F.  for  at  least  30  minutes  and  be 
nmediately  cooled  to  a  temperature  of  not  more  than  50°F.  In  the  so-called  “  high- 
emperature  short  time  ”  (H.T.S.T.)  method,  the  milk  has  to  be  retained  at  a  temper- 
ture  of  not  less  than  161°F.  for  at  least  15  seconds  and  be  immediatley  cooled  to  a 
emperature  of  not  more  than  50°F.  It  has  been  pointed  out  in  the  Report  of  the 
hief  Medical  Officer  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  1956,  that  these  heat  treatment 
rocesses  are  not  infallible  and  constant  control  ought  to  be  kept  over  them  to  ensure 
aat  the  plant  is  correctly  adjusted  and  that,  judged  by  a  study  of  the  temperature 
harts  made  by  the  recording  thermometers,  the  processes  are  being  correctly  carried 
ut. 

Reading  is  contained  within  a  specified  area,  i.e.,  an  area  in  which  the  sale  by 
etail  of  raw  milk  other  than  luberculin  Tested  milk,  is  prohibited. 

Samples  :  Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
ind  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949.  The  results  of  samples  submitted  to  the 
5ublic  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
Regulations  are  shown  below  : — 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 
Tested 

Appropriate 

Tests 

Nc 

».  of  Samj 

)les 

Passed 

Failed 

Void 

Pasteurised 

350 

Phosphatase 

350 

— 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

324 

— 

26 

Tuberculin  Tested 
(Pasteurised) 

217 

Phosphatase 

216 

. 

1 

Methylene  Blue 

199 

18 

Tuberculin  Tested 

23 

Methylene  Blue 

22 

1 

— 

Sterilised 

33 

Turbidity 

32 

1 

— 
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Some  623  samples  of  various  types  of  designated  milk  were  submitted  to  t 
Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  by  the  prescribed  tests  ;  546  samp 
of  milk  were  examined  by  the  Methylene  Blue  test  designed  to  indicate  keep! 
quality,  and  to  some  extent  the  condition  under  which  milk  is  produced,  handled  a: 
transported  ;  some  45  of  these  samples  were  declared  void.  The  quantity  of  r<i 
Tuberculin  Tested  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  relatively  small,  only  one  samp 
however,  failed  to  satisfy  the  test.  In  the  case  of  the  Pasteurised  milks  subm  tted 
the  Methylene  Blue  test,  all  were  reported  satisfactory.  One  sample  of  Sterilis 
milk  failed  to  pass  the  Turbidity  test.  Appropriate  action  was  taken  with  the  t 
samples  that  failed  to  meet  the  requirements  of  the  Regulations.  Having  regard 
the  number  of  samples  examined  during  the  year,  the  results  as  a  whole  can  be  cc 
sidered  satisfactory.  It  has  been  emphasised,  however,  that  the  function  of  the  U 
oratory  tests  is  mainly  to  serve  as  a  check  on  the  routine  control  by  Public  Hea 
Inspectors  and  it  is  essential  that  frequent  visits  should  be  paid  to  the  processi 
dairies  particularly.  The  Public  Health  Laboratory  continued  to  use  during  the  y< 
the  Schaffenburgh-Mullen  test  in  addition  to  the  Kay-Graham  statutory  test  as 
check  on  the  Phosphatase  results  so  that  in  the  case  of  a  likely  failure,  it  was  possi 
to  get  an  early  indication  of  the  result  which  enabled  us  to  investigate  the  circu 
stances  of  processing  without  undue  delay. 

The  number  of  milk  samples  declared  void  this  year  was  45  compared  with  ] 
last  year,  a  possible  reflection  of  the  poor  weather  we  had  during  the  summer. 

Milk  Bottles.  Complaints  concerning  milk  bottles  were  very  few  during  i 
year  and  were  all  of  a  minor  nature.  Inspectors  have,  however,  continually  stres: 
to  bottle  washing  plant  operators  the  need  for  careful  examination  of  bottles  leav: 
the  washing  plant.  The  dairy  managements,  too,  have  emphasised  the  importai 
of  the  inspection  of  bottles  by  all  people  handling,  including  the  milk  roundsm 
It  is  the  practice  with  some  firms  to  give  some  kind  of  reward  to  encourage  this  to 
done. 

School  Milk  Supply.  The  milk  supplied  to  all  Council  schools  is  pasteurised  ^ 
samples  have  been  taken  regularly  for  examination.  All  the  results  were  satisfactc 

Ice  Cream.  The  number  of  dealers  registered  in  connection  with  the  stop 
and  sale  of  ice  cream  shows  an  increase  on  last  year,  there  being  497  on  the  regie 
on  the  31st  December.  There  was  no  change  in  the  number  of  ice  cream  manufactui 
in  the  town.  Regular  and  frequent  inspections  were  made  throughout  the  year 
all  ice  cream  establishments  and  conditions  were  found  to  be  fairly  satisfactc! 
Most  of  the  ice  cream  in  the  town  is  sold  pre-wrapped  or  in  containers  and  the  hygi 
standards  of  retailers  are  generally  satisfactory.  The  indications  are  that  where 
provisions  of  the  ice  cream  regulations  are  observed  there  is  no  reason  why  ice  ere 
should  not  meet  the  standards  required.  Some  75  samples  of  ice  cream  were  s 
mitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination  by  the  Methyl  Blue  t 
The  results  are  as  follows  : — 


65 
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Provisional  Grade  1 
Provisional  Grade  2 
Provisional  Grade  3  ... 
Provisional  Grade  4  ... 


Nil 


The  sample  results  during  1957  show  a  further  improvement  over  last  y 
there  being  no  samples  in  Grade  4  and  only  1  in  Grade  3.  The  Methylene  blue 
has  no  legal  significance  but  it  forms  a  useful  guide  to  the  conditions  under  which 
ice  cream  is  manufactured.  The  standard  suggested  for  Manufacturers  is  that  < 
a  period  of  six  months  50%  of  the  samples  should  fall  in  Grade  1,  80%  in  Gi. 
1  or  2,  not  more  than  20%  in  Grade  3  and  none  in  Grade  4. 
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Chemical  Standards.  The  food  standard  relating  to  ice  cream  as  laid  down  in 
he  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream)  Order  1953,  is  briefly  as  follows  : — 

“  Ice  Cream  shall  contain  not  less  than  5%  fat,  10%  sugar  and  7|%  milk 
solids  non-fat.  Certain  adjustments  are  made  in  the  standard  for  ice  cream 
containing  fruit,  fruit  pulp,  etc.,  and  also  ‘  Farev  ’  (Kosher)  ice  cream.” 

Ten  samples  of  ice  cream  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  chemical 
nalysis,  all  of  which  proved  satisfactory.  It  is  understood  that  the  Food  Standards 
ommittee  are  giving  consideration  to  the  standards  for  ice  cream. 

Ice  Cream  Vehicles,  Stalls,  etc.  Vehicles  operating  in  town  were  inspected 
eriodically,  there  being  no  reports  of  unsatisfactory  conditions.  Almost  without 
xcepdon  wrapped  ice  cream  only  is  served.  The  vehicles  were  found  to  be  generally 
itisfactory  from  the  point  of  view  of  cleanliness  and  were  of  a  good  standard.  Stalls 
rected  in  the  parks  and  playing  fields  were  also  regularly  inspected  during  the 
sason  of  use. 


(d)  FOOD  HANDLING 

Food  Hygiene.  Food  Hygiene  is  a  subject  which  affects  everyone  and  concerns 
lod  from  the  point  of  production  to  the  time  it  is  consumed.  It  is  a  matter  which 
as  probably  received  more  attention  from  legislators  than  any  other  public  health 
abject,  and  if  it  were  possible  to  ensure  that  the  principles  behind  the  laws  were 
bserved,  food  borne  illnesses  and  undesirable  practices  would  no  longer  be  the  con- 
srn  of  Health  Authorities.  The  basis  for  clean  safe  food  can  be  achieved  by  a  proper 
bservation  of  simple  fundamentals  which,  when  enumerated,  seem  elementary  and 
bvious.  With  a  sound  product  and  careful  handling  by  people  who  have  a  good 
nderstanding  of  their  work  and  a  sense  of  responsibility,  very  little  trouble  should 
ssult.  There  is  little  inherent  fault  in  any  food  and  most  of  this  is  eliminated  at  the 
litial  source  on  inspection  by  food  inspectors  or  by  the  food  producers  themselves, 
t  is  in  the  handling  of  the  original  perfectly  sound  food  that  by  far  the  greater 
anger  arises.  Premises  themselves  are  merely  a  form  of  shelter  in  which  food  can 
anveniently  be  prepared  and  the  main  requirements  here  are  that  they  shall  be  so 
anstructed  as  to  maintain  healthy  conditions  for  the  people  working  there,  prevent 
ifestation  by  rodents  and  insects  and  be  capable  of  easy  cleaning.  In  addition,  they 
Aould  be  so  equipped  as  to  enable  food  handlers  to  keep  themselves  and  the  equip- 
lent  clean.  With  present-day  conditions,  however,  there  is  a  greater  amount  of  food 
3  be  prepared  for  consumption  before  retail  sale  and  this  may  involve  provision  of 
satisfactory  means  of  a  storage  including  refrigeration,  but  the  most  important 
:  ictor  is  the  human  element  so  far  as  food  hygiene  is  concerned  and  it  is  here  where 
;  ae  safety  barrier  usually  breaks  down.  It  is  essential  that  those  persons  handling 
I  )od  should  have  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  importance  of  their  job. 


Lectures,  Films,  etc.  A  great  deal  of  effort  was  put  into  the  educational  side 
f  food  hygiene  during  the  year  as  it  is  felt  that  this  is  a  long-term  answer  to  the  prob- 
im.  In  addition  to  the  advice  given  during  routine  visits  to  premises,  the  food  trades 
fere  invited  to  a  series  of  talks  and  film  shows.  Meetings  were  held  on  traders’ 
remises  and  the  St.  Laurence’s  Hall  was  used  also  on  one  occasion.  Attendances 
:  ^ere  fairly  good  especially  when  one  considers  the  weather  conditions,  particularly 
j  uring  the  evening  sessions. 

In  collaboration  with  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association,  a  short  course  of 
I  3od  hygiene  instruction  was  also  arranged  for  one  of  the  large  firms  in  the  town, 
dthough  this  had  been  publicised,  the  Reading  Co-operative  Society  only,  asked  for 


94 


the  course  of  lectures  to  be  given.  The  course,  comprising  six  lectures,  was  follow© 
by  an  examination  and  the  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  Certificate  of  Food  IF 
giene  was  awarded  to  successful  candidates.  The  Rt.  Worshipful  the  Mayor  was  goo 
enough  to  present  the  Certificates. 

There  is  much  to  commend  short  courses  of  this  kind.  Whilst  occasional  fib 
shows  are  fairly  popular  and  put  over  points  well,  the  impressions  gained  would  seer 
to  be  too  fleeting  and  the  occasions  lack  opportunity  for  reinforcement.  Six  week; 
sessions  of  one  hour  each  are  more  satisfactory  and  enable  instruction  to  be  give 
in  some  detail  and  with  more  lasting  effect.  A  comprehensive  training  scheme  c 
these  lines  could,  at  little  cost,  make  a  valuable  contribution  to  the  clean  food  mov 
ment,  and  strengthen  safeguards  for  public  health.  Efforts  will  continue  to  be  mac 
to  this  end  but  it  is  clear  there  is  still  much  to  be  done. 

Opportunity  was  taken  during  the  year  to  give  talks  on  food  handling  to  orgai 
isations  and  interested  groups  of  people.  Senior  classes  in  three  of  the  town  s  Seconn  | 
ary  Schools  were  shown  appropriate  food  handling  and  health  films  and  these  we: 
very  well  received.  Experience  in  the  inspection  of  food  premises  clearly  indicat 
that  it  is  largely  a  question  of  education  and  that  a  very  useful  contribution  to  th 
problem  as  a  whole  can  be  made  by  a  very  early  introduction  to  good  food  hygier 
practice.  It  is  a  subject  which  should  be  included  in  all  School  curricula,  especial, 
in  the  Senior  Girls  Schools. 

Visits  and  Inspections.  During  the  year,  the  public  health  inspectors  pa: 
som  3,116  visits  to  all  types  of  food  premises  and  a  great  deal  of  advice  on  structur 
matters  and  food  handling  technique  was  given.  Routine  inspection  of  food  premia 
is  an  essential  part  of  this  branch  of  the  work  as  not  only  does  it  reveal  possib: 
infringements  of  Acts  and  Regulations,  but  serves  as  a  reminder  to  food  traders  ar 
handling  staff  of  the  need  for  care.  The  standard  of  food  premises  in  the  town  co: 
tinues  to  improve,  partly  as  a  result  of  visits  and  inspections  and  partly  due  to  trader 
own  initiative.  A  number  of  requests  were  made  to  traders  concerning  necessai 
improvements  and  the  response  was  generally  good.  The  need  for  a  separate  wai 
basin  for  personal  ablution  use  only  is  becoming  more  accepted  by  traders.  It  ha 
however,  been  the  subject  of  debate  on  one  or  two  occasions,  especially  where  srm 
traders  were  involved,  but  the  kitchen  sink  for  both  trade  and  domestic  washii 
and  for  use  by  food  handlers  for  personal  ablution,  can  no  longer  be  accepted. 

Resides  visits  to  retail  shops  and  food  factories,  we  were  called  in  on  a  numb 
of  occasions  with  regard  to  queries  in  respect  of  supplies  of  meat  to  School  Kitchen 
In  one  or  two  cases  meat  supplies  delivered  to  School  Kitchens  were  of  doubtf 
quality  and  we  were  able  to  get  the  meat  changed. 

Food  Premises.  In  addition  to  ice  cream  premises,  there  are  establishmen 
registered  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  16  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Ac 


1955,  as  follows  : — 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  50 

Sausage  Manufacturers  .  ...  102 

Pressed  Meat  Manufacturers  .  60 

Jam  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Pickles  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  3 

Potato  Crisp  Manufacturers  .  1 

Margarine  Wholesale  Stores  ...  ...  4 
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In  addition  to  the  previous  table,  there  are  889  other  food  premises  recorded  to 
which  2,440  visits  were  paid.  The  number  of  premises  arranged  in  the  various  classes 


are  as  follows  : — 

Bakers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

Butchers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  94 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  69 

Cake  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  ...  ...  ...  15 

Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

Greengrocers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  98 

Grocers  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  348 

Sweet  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  125 

Wholesale  Food  Factories  ...  ...  34 

889 


School  Kitchens.  Liaison  with  the  School  Meals  Service  continued  throughout 
the  year,  both  in  regard  to  food  hygiene  and  the  quality  of  food  supplies.  Numerous 
visits  were  paid  to  these  establishments,  both  on  request  and  as  a  matter  of  routine. 
The  standard  of  premises  and  of  food  handling  is  good. 

Extraneous  Matter  in  Food.  A  number  of  complaints  were  received  during 
the  year  concerning  extraneous  matter  found  in  food.  It  was  necessary  in  some  of 
these  cases  to  report  the  circumstances  to  the  Health  (General  Services)  Sub-Commit¬ 
tee,  but  they  were  all  dealt  with  without  recourse  to  statutory  proceedings. 


(e)  SAMPLING ,  FOOD  &  DRUGS  ACT ,  1955 

A  total  of  457  samples  of  food  and  drugs  was  submitted  for  examination  during 
the  year,  compared  with  520  last  year.  In  1957,  13  (2.84%)  were  reported  to  be  not 
up  to  standard,  compared  with  33  (6.34%)  in  1956.  Details  of  the  samples  procured 
and  those  found  to  be  not  up  to  standard,  are  shown  in  the  table  on  page  97. 

Of  the  samples  obtained,  131  were  of  milk  and  of  these,  10  (7.6%)  were  not  up  to 
i  standard  or  were  classified  as  genuine  milks  of  poor  quality.  These  figures  compare 
with  21  (16%)  out  of  a  total  of  130  samples  of  milk  obtained  last  year. 

Two  producers  were  concerned  with  7  of  the  samples  of  low  quality  milk.  Eight 
of  the  samples  were  deficient  in  solids-non-fat,  one  was  deficient  in  fat  only  and  one 
deficient  in  both  fat  and  solids-non-fat.  The  solids-non-fat  deficiencies  were  confirmed 
by  appeal-to-cow  samples  or  the  Hortvet  freezing  point  test.  The  producers  were 
advised  to  contact  the  Milk  Advisory  Section  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
&  Food.  Follow-up  samples  indicated  some  improvement. 

In  addition  to  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food,  the  Milk  Marketing 
Board,  and  indeed  the  milk  trade  as  a  whole,  are  taking  a  keen  interest  in  bringing 
about  an  improvement  in  the  quality  of  the  milk  supplies.  Many  firms  run  their 
own  advisory  service  and  appear  to  be  achieving  good  results.  There  has,  of  course, 
been  an  improvement  in  the  quantity  of  milk  being  produced  and  this  has  enabled 
the  milk  dealers  to  be  a  little  more  selective. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  table  on  page  97  that  one  sample  of  bread  and  butter 
failed  the  necessary  test.  In  this  case  the  butter  was  adulterated  with  margarine 


96 


and  samples  were  taken  as  a  result  of  a  complaint  received  from  a  visitor  to  the  town. . 
It  was  decided  to  issue  a  warning  in  this  case. 

The  deficiency  in  the  sample  of  vinegar  reported  to  be  adulterated,  was  due 
to  natural  deterioration.  A  warning  was  given  in  this  case  also. 

In  only  one  case  were  legal  proceedings  instituted.  This  was  against  a  farmer 
and  concerned  alleged  added  water  in  samples  of  milk  taken  in  course  of  delivery  to 
a  Dairy.  Proceedings  were  taken  under  Section  32  (3)  (d).  The  case  was  dismissed, 
the  Magistrates  ruling  that  it  had  not  been  proved  that  the  milk  was  in  the  farmer’s 
possession  at  the  time  the  sample  was  taken. 

The  Food  Standards  Division  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food 
have  been  considering  for  some  time  the  question  of  meat  content  in  sausages.  Many 
Food  &  Drugs  Authorities  are  of  the  opinion  that  apart  from  the  value  of  sausages 
as  a  source  of  nutrition  in  the  public’s  diet,  the  people  should  at  least  be  aware  of 
the  quality  of  the  article  they  are  purchasing.  The  trade  contends  that  the  value 
of  a  sausage  does  not  necessarily  depend  upon  its  meat  content  as  revealed  by  the 
public  analyst.  The  quality  of  the  meat  used  must  be  considered  as  must  the  butcher’s 
creative  arts. 

Labelling  of  Food,  etc.  Labels  of  samples  procured  under  the  Food  &  Drugs 
Act  were  checked  for  compliance  with  the  appropriate  Labelling  of  Food  Order  and 
other  legislation.  In  only  one  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  draw  the  attention 
of  a  manufacturer  to  infringements  and  it  was  possible  to  put  matters  right  informally. 

Merchandise  Marks  Act.  As  much  attention  as  possible  was  given  to  the  en¬ 
forcement  of  the  Merchandise  Marks  Act  during  the  year,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  report 
improvement  in  regard  to  this  matter. 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  SAMPLES 


Article  examined 

Number 

of 

Samples 

Number 

found  to 
be  genuine 

Number 
not  up  to 
standard 

Imond  flavouring 

1 

1 

— 

Imonds,  Ground 

1 

1 

— 

rtificial  Cochineal 

1 

1 

— 

eans,  canned  ... 

3 

3 

— 

iscuits 

1 

1 

— 

read  and  Butter 

3 

2 

1 

readcrumbs 

2 

2 

— 

a utter 

10 

10 

— 

icarbonate  of  Soda 

2 

2 

— 

ike  and  Pudding  Mixtures 

7 

7 

— 

ikes,  Fancy  ... 

3 

3 

— 

irrots,  Sliced  ... 

1 

1 

— 

astor  Oil 

1 

1 

— 

slery  Salt 

1 

1 

— 

iheese,  Processed  Cheese  and  Cheese  Spread 

11 

11 

— 

heese  Spread  with  Mushroom 

1 

1 

— 

hocolate  Drink 

1 

1 

— 

hristmas  Pudding 

1 

1 

— 

loves 

1 

1 

— 

ockles 

1 

1 

— 

offee 

2 

2 

— 

offee  and  Chicory  Essence 

1 

1 

— 

ooked  Meat 

2 

2 

— 

ooking  Fat 

3 

3 

— 

ream 

6 

6 

— 

ream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

— 

urry  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

ustard  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

ut  Peel 

1 

1 

— 

>andelion  Coffee 

1 

1 

— 

desiccated  Coconut 

1 

1 

— 

Embrocation 

1 

1 

— 

Epsom  Salts 

1 

1 

— 

Essence  of  Rennet 

2 

2 

— 

'ish  Cakes 

3 

3 

— 

'ish,  canned 

2 

2 

— 

'ish  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

'lavouring 

1 

1 

— 

'lour 

1 

1 

— 

'ruit,  canned  ... 

13 

13 

— 

'ruit,  dried 

8 

8 

— 

rlace  Cherries  ... 

4 

4 

— 

rolden  Syrup  ... 

1 

1 

— 

havy  Salt 

1 

1 

— 

hound  Ginger 

1 

1 

— 

lerbal  Tablets  ... 

2 

2 

— 

lerb  Mixture  ... 

1 

— 

1 

loney 

1 

1 

— 

lorseradish  Sauce 

2 

2 

— 

ce  Cream 

10 

10 

— 

ce  Lollies 

3 

3 

— 

cing  Preparation 

1 

1 

— 

cing  Sugar 

1 

1 

— 

ams  and  Preserves 

10 

10 

— 

elly  Crystals  ... 

1 

1 

— 

elly,  Table 

5 

5 

— 

-ard 

5 

5 

— 

-emon  Curd 

2 

2 

— 

-emon  Juice 

2 

2 

— 

-emonade  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

-uncheon  Meats 

4 

4 

— 

dargarine 

2 

2 

— 
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Article  examined 


Marmalade 

Meat  and  Fish  Paste 

Meat  Products,  cooked  ... 

Meatless  Sausages 
Meatless  Steaks 
Meringue  Powder 
Milk  ... 

Milk,  condensed 

Milk,  dried 

Milk,  evaporated 

Minced  Chicken  in  Aspic  Jelly 

Mincemeat 

Mint,  dried 

Molasses,  black 

Mustard  and  Mustard  Sauce 

Non-brewed  condiment  ... 

Nutmeg,  Ground 
Nut  Savouries  ... 

Olive  Oil 
Peas,  canned 
Peas,  dried,  packet 
Pea  Flour 
Pease-Pudding  ... 

Peel  ... 

Pepper,  White  ... 

Pickles  and  Sauces 
Plum  Pudding  ... 

Rice 

Rice  Pudding  ... 

Rolls  and  Butter 
Sage  and  Onion  Stuffing 
Sago  ... 

Sausage  Rolls  ... 

Semolina 
Shredded  Suet  ... 

Skimmed  Milk  Powder  ... 

Soft  Drinks ■ — 

Ginger  Cordial 
Lime  juice  Cordial  ... 

Orange  Juice 
Orange  Squash 
Soft  Drink  Powder 
Soup,  canned 
Soup,  powder 
Spices 

Spice,  mixed 
Stewed  Steak  ... 

Sweets  and  Sugar  Confectionery  ... 

Tapioca 

Tea  ...  •••  •••  •**  *  *  * 

Tomato  Juice  ... 

Tomato  Sauce  ... 

Vegetables,  canned 

Vegetable  Protein  Food 

Vinegar 

Vitacup 

Wines — 

Cherry 
Rich  Ruby 
Sherry 
Sherry  type 
White 

Totals  ... 


Number 

Number 

Number 

of 

found  to 

not  up  to 

Samples 

be  genuine 

standard 

2 

2 

— 

6 

6 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

131 

121 

10 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

4 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

7 

7 

— 

6 

6 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

9 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

3 

3 

- 

4 

4 

- 

6 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

10 

10 

— 

1 

1 

— 

10 

10 

— 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

5 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

11 

10 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

- 

3 

3 

— 

2 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

3 

3 

— 

457 

444 

13 
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ACTION  TAKEN  IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  SAMPLES  REPORTED 
AS  ADULTERATED  OR  BELOW  STANDARD 


Whether 

No.  of 

Article 

Formal  or 

Nature  of  Adulteration 

Observations 

Sample 

Informal 

17 

Milk 

Formal 

2.3%  deficient  in  solids-not  fat 

►  Inferior  quality  but  genuine  milk 

46 

Milk 

Formal 

5.6%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

37 

Milk 

Formal 

Solids-not-fat  8.4% 

'I 

45 

Milk 

Formal 

Solids-not-fat  8.35% 

48 

Milk 

Formal 

Solids-not-fat  8.30% 

►  Inferior  quality  but  genuine  milk 

50 

Milk 

Formal 

Fat  2.90% 

Solids-not-fat  8.30% 

51 

Milk 

Formal 

Solids-not-fat  8.20% 

87 

Malt  Vinegar 

Informal 

5.5%  deficient  in  acetic  acid 

Follow-up  sample  proved  genuine 

213 

Bread  and  Butter 

Formal 

Contained  not  less  than  ird  margarine 

Letter  of  warning 

227 

Herb  Mixture 

Informal 

Incorrectly  labelled 

Label  suitably  amended 

276 

Milk 

Formal 

3.8%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

6%  added  water 

►  Legal  proceedings  taken.  Case 

277 

Milk 

Formal 

5.6%  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 

not  proven 

7%  added  water 

J 

340 

Milk 

Informal 

46.7%  deficient  in  fat 

Deficiency  due  to  lack  of  agitation 
in  the  holding  tank  prior  to  bott- 

ling. 

3.  SMOKE  ABATEMENT 

During  the  year  under  review,  those  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  brought  into 
operation  at  the  end  of  1956,  served  as  a  useful  introduction  to  the  Act  as  a  whole 
!  which  is  to  be  fully  implemented  in  1958.  The  requirements  of  the  Act  which  have 
applied  so  far,  mainly  relate  to  notification  of  intention  to  install  furnaces,  prior 
:  approval  of  fuel  burning  plant,  the  heights  of  certain  new  chimneys  and  smoke  control 
areas.  The  provisions  are  designed  to  deal  with  both  industrial  and  domestic  smoke. 

Installation  of  New  Furnaces.  Although  publicity  was  given  to  the  noti¬ 
fication  and  prior  approval  sections  of  the  Act,  one  or  two  instances  were  found 
during  the  year  where  furnaces  had  been  installed  without  the  necessary  notification 
being  made.  It  does  not  seem  to  be  generally  appreciated  that  failure  to  notify  makes 
one  liable  to  a  fine  not  exceeding  £10.  Whilst  the  Act  is  new,  industry  should  be 
i  aware  of  this  provision  and  if  instances  continue  to  arise,  more  effective  action  will 
have  to  be  taken.  In  the  case  of  prior  approval  of  plant,  there  is  no  statutory  obli¬ 
gation  to  submit  plans  and  specifications,  but  it  is  obviously  desirable  and  indeed 
in  firms’  interests  that  this  should  be  done,  as  the  purpose  is  to  ensure  that  the  best 
practicable  means  are  being  used.  It  also  provides  a  useful  safeguard,  as  plant  which 
is  approved,  is  deemed  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  Several  cases  were 
i  submitted  and  approved  by  the  Local  Authority  during  the  year.  These  concerned 
;  conventional  hot  water  and  steam  boilers  and  the  technical  aspects  of  the  work  were 
I  dealt  with  within  the  department.  It  is  realised,  of  course,  there  will  be  occasions, 
for  instance,  when  details  of  large  plant  or  plant  involving  industrial  processes  are 
i  submitted,  when  we  shall  require  specialist  advice.  The  Health  Committee  have 
!  given  authority  for  this  to  be  done  where  appropriate. 

Our  experience  with  these  provisions  up  to  the  present  suggests  there  is  scope 
for  closer  relations  between  architects,  combustion  engineers  and  the  department’s 
I  staff,  and  every  endeavour  will  be  made  towards  this  end. 
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Heights  of  Chimneys.  There  were  occasions  during  the  year  when  it  was 
necessary  to  apply  the  provisions  of  the  Act  relating  to  the  height  of  new  chimneys. 
Where  plans  for  the  erection  or  extension  of  certain  buildings  are  sent  into  the  Local 
Authority  in  accordance  with  building  byelaws  and  the  plans  show  that  it  is  proposed 
to  construct  a  chimney  for  carrying  smoke,  grit,  dust  and  gases  from  the  building, 
the  Local  Authority  has  a  duty  under  Section  10  to  satisfy  themselves  about  the  height 
of  the  chimney.  The  buildings  covered  by  Section  10  include  all  types  of  premises 
with  the  exception  of  those  used  as  residences,  shops  and  offices,  works  controlled 
under  the  Alkali  Act  and  generating  stations,  as  defined  in  the  Electricity  (Supply) 
Act,  1919.  The  Act  requires  that  the  Authority  must  reject  the  plans  unless  they 
are  satisfied  that  the  height  of  the  chimney  will  be  sufficient  to  prevent,  so  far  as 
practicable,  smoke  and  other  constituents  coming  from  the  chimney,  from  being 
prejudicial  to  health  or  a  nuisance.  Among  the  matters  they  must  consider  are  the 
purpose  of  the  chimney,  the  position  and  description  of  buildings  near  it,  and  the 
levels  of  the  neighbouring  ground.  The  Act  has  therefore  recognised  the  importance 
of  the  proper  dispersal  of  flue  gases  from  fuel  burning  installations.  One  can  visulise 
that  at  times  there  may  be  conflict  between  the  health  requirements  under  the  Clean 
Air  Act,  and  planning  and  architectural  considerations.  So  far,  however,  we  have 
been  able  to  deal  successfully  with  such  cases  as  have  been  brought  to  our  notice. 
It  was  coincidental  that  the  first  case  which  had  to  be  dealt  with  formally  under  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  resulted  in  the  rejection  of  the  plans  submitted.  The  matter  was  further 
discussed  on  the  site  with  the  firm’s  representatives  who  agreed  to  increase  the  height 
of  the  chimney.  There  were  two  other  cases  during  the  year  where  it  was  necessary, 
on  receipt  of  plans  of  buildings,  to  suggest  that  the  chimneys  were  of  insufficient 
height.  These  two  cases  were  settled  without  recourse  to  formal  action.  Other  cases 
dealt  with  during  the  year  were  satisfactory. 

An  assessment  as  to  the  proper  height  for  a  chimney,  is  a  difficult  matter  and 
in  most  cases  it  is  a  decision  which  can  only  be  made  on  the  spot.  There  is  little 
technical  or  official  guidance  available  yet,  especially  for  small  installations,  and  we 
must  benefit  as  far  as  we  can  from  the  experience  we  have  had  in  dealing  with  smoke 
nuisances  and  the  information  we  gain  as  we  go  along. 

One  aspect  of  the  industrial  side  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  was,  in  recent  months, 
the  object  of  much  controversy  when  the  Minister  stated  his  intention  of  making 
an  Order  placing  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Alkali  Works  Inspector  certain  types 
of  premises  where  particular  types  of  industrial  processes  were  involved.  So  far  as 
Reading  was  concerned,  we  were  affected  by  the  inclusion  of  certain  processes  in  the 
heavy  clay  industry.  The  Order  has,  however,  now  been  confirmed.  Provision  is  made 
in  the  Act  that  where  a  Local  Authority  is  suitably  equipped,  presumably  by  way  of 
qualified  staff,  the  Minister  may  agree  for  the  powers  to  be  retained  by  the  Local 
Authority.  This  seems  to  be  a  reasonable  provision.  Although  the  Order  affects  us 
little,  we  might  consider  applying  for  the  retention  of  these  powers  at  the  appropriate 
time. 

Oil  Fuel.  There  was  a  marked  tendency  during  the  year  for  industry  to  convert 
from  solid  fuel  to  oil  burning  plant.  There  is  no  doubt  that  given  the  right  conditions 
and  proper  attention,  it  is  possible  to  burn  oil  almost  completely  smokelessly.  It  is, 
however,  by  no  means  so  infallible  as  some  consider  it  to  be.  So  far  as  actual  costs  go, 
there  seems  little  to  choose  between  solid  and  oil  fuel  firing.  Where  cleanliness  is 
essential  and  it  is  desirable  to  cut  down  on  labour,  oil  has  advantages  over  solid  fuel 
burning.  Whilst  the  labour  of  stoking  is  removed  with  oil  firing,  and  the  discharge 
of  excessive  smoke  emission  arising  from  furnace  cleaning  and  other  operations 
associated  with  hand-fired  solid  fuel  boilers  in  particular,  is  obviated,  oil  firing 
equipment  such  as  burners,  etc.,  does  require  regular  attention  if  nuisance  is  to  be 
avoided.  Another  interesting  development  which  has  arisen  with  the  more  extensive 
use  of  oil  firing,  is  in  connection  with  chimney  heights.  Whereas,  with  solid  fuel 
firing,  the  chimney  height  is  to  a  large  extent  relied  upon  to  provide  the  draught 
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necessary  for  combustion,  a  modern  installation  designed  to  burn  oil  can  indeed 
operate  without  any  chimney  at  all.  This  is  made  possible  by  pressure  oil  feeding 
to  the  furnace  and  by  means  of  mechanical  draught.  Sufficient  chimney  height, 
therefore,  may  often  be  merely  a  question  for  health  and  nuisance  considerations, 
considerations  which  might  be  quite  new  to  this  branch  of  engineering. 

Furnace  Operation.  So  far  as  industry  is  concerned,  there  is  a  great  deal  which 
can  be  done  to  further  smoke  abatement  by  the  proper  training  of  personnel.  From 
the  inspections  carried  out  in  the  town  during  the  year  under  review,  it  is  clear  that 
despite  the  emphasis  on  fuel  efficiency  over  the  last  ten  years  or  so,  there  is  still  a 
proportion  of  boilerhouse  operators  who  have  not  received  full  instruction  in  the  job. 
It  is  necessary,  if  the  Act  is  to  function  properly,  that  both  management  and  workmen 
should  have  a  proper  appreciation  of  the  problems  involved,  and  it  is  up  to  both  to 
play  their  part.  The  employer  to  provide  efficient  plant,  good  maintenance  and 
facilities  to  further  the  men’s  technical  and  practical  ability  as  far  as  possible,  and 
the  men  to  take  advantage  of  whatever  opportunity  affords  and  to  do  what  they  can 
to  maintain  good  combustion  conditions. 

To  sum  up  the  year’s  working  of  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  which  have 
operated  so  far  as  industry  is  concerned,  it  has  shown  a  reasonable  return  but  much 
more  must  be  done.  It  will  be  interesting  to  see  how  industry  responds  to  the  more 
exacting  provisions  which  are  to  be  implemented  in  1958. 

Smoke  Control  Areas  and  Byelaws.  With  regard  to  the  domestic  aspect 
of  atmospheric  pollution,  it  is  now  accepted  that  something  like  half  the  pollution 
in  the  atmosphere  derives  from  the  domestic  chimney.  In  towns  like  Reading,  it  is 
probably  a  little  more  than  half.  The  objects  of  the  Act  are  two-fold — to  introduce 
provisions  to  prevent  the  unnecessary  extension  of  smoke  production  in  the  domestic 
field,  and  to  make  available  powers  for  dealing  with  smoke  coming  from  existing 
domestic  premises.  There  is  power  under  the  Act  for  Local  Authorities  to  make 
byelaws  relating  to  fireplaces  in  new  dwellings.  These  byelaws,  once  in  force,  require 
that  all  fire  grates  installed  in  new  houses  shall  be  capable  of  burning  one  or  more  of 
the  authorised  fuels.  Some  of  these  fuels  such  as  coke  and  anthracite,  may  be  difficult 
to  burn  in  the  old-fashioned  type  of  fire  grate  so  that  the  purposes  of  the  Act  is  that 
i  Local  Authorities  should  prepare  for  future  action  by  means  of  smoke  control  areas, 
Dy  ensuring  that  new  dwellings  are  equipped  with  grates  capable  of  burning  these 
smokeless  fuels  without  need  of  further  adaptation.  The  Council  decided  to  adopt 
:his  byelaw  and  it  came  into  force  on  the  1st  April,  1958.  After  that  date,  it  will  be 
m  offence  to  install  in  a  new  dwelling  anything  other  than  an  approved  type. 

The  Health  Committee,  very  early  after  the  Act  was  introduced,  intimated  its 
desire  to  introduce  a  smoke  control  area  in  the  town. 

After  much  consideration,  it  was  decided  that  the  proposed  new  Coley  Park 
Rousing  Estate  would  be  a  suitable  district  in  which  to  start  on  this  work.  The  area 
s  approximately  106  acres  in  extent  and  is  bounded  by  the  footpath  from  West  Lodge 
::o  North  Lodge  ;  the  Coley  Branch  Railway  Line,  British  Railways  (W.R.)  ;  bridge 
south  of  Coley  Park  Farm  ;  South  bank  of  Holybrook  ;  the  roadway  from  the  stone 
oridge  at  South-West  edge  of  Coley  Park  Farm  to  East  Lodge. 

This  area  was  selected  for  a  number  of  reasons,  the  area  is  conveniently  situated 
Dn  the  windward  side  of  the  town  and  will  readily  lend  itself  to  extension,  if  extension 
s  thought  desirable.  It  contained  at  the  time  only  two  premises,  both  occupied  by 
:he  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  &  Food.  One  building  is  heated  by  two 
nodem  oil-fired  boilers  and  the  other  by  coke  appliances.  The  type  of  housing  devel- 
)pment  which  the  Corporation  proposed  to  erect,  which  work  now  is,  incidentally, 
n  progress,  is  mixed,  i.e.,  there  are  to  be  2-storey  houses  in  proximity  to  electrically 
leated  multi-storey  flats.  The  initial  plan  for  the  area  is  to  construct  175  dweliings 
of  the  conventional  type,  fitted  with  solid  fuel  grates,  and  567  dwellings  contained 
n  six  15-storey  flats  and  three  5-storey  maisonettes  with  electric  floor  heating. 
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Small  domestic  gas  incinerators  are  to  be  installed  in  the  electrically  heated  buildings 
for  burning  rubbish,  etc.  Furthermore,  the  proposed  area  would  not  involve  the 
Corporation  in  any  expense  by  way  of  grants  towards  conversion  of  fireplaces. 

The  Smoke  Control  Area  scheme  was  approved  in  principle  by  the  Council  and 
at  the  end  of  the  year  was  being  considered  by  the  Ministry. 

Air  Pollution  Investigation.  As  part  of  the  department’s  efforts  to  make 
known  the  need  for  smoke  abatement  work  and  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  the 
public  and  industry  the  implications  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  a  show-case  was  set  up  in 
the  Library  foyer  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  showing  the  effect  of  atmospheric 
pollution  on  buildings  and  the  ordinary  individual’s  everyday  activities.  We  are 
greatly  indebted  to  the  acting  Borough  Librarian,  not  only  for  agreeing  for  this 
to  be  done,  but  for  the  kind  assistance  given  in  preparing  the  material,  displaying 
notices  in  Branch  Libraries,  and  for  his  considerable  help  generally.  Some  of  the 
material  displayed  was  loaned  by  the  National  Society  for  Clean  Air  who  have  done 
a  great  deal  of  work  in  this  field.  The  display  created  a  lot  of  interest  and  many 
enquiries  were  received  both  by  the  Library  Staff  and  in  our  own  department.  The 
effort  served  a  most  useful  purpose.  As  with  most  public  health  activities,  a  great 
deal  depends  upon  informed  public  opinion.  This  work  will  be  furthered  as  our 
efforts  for  smoke  abatement  are  developed. 

The  Health  Committee  agreed  to  have  installed  a  number  of  atmospheric  pol¬ 
lution  measuring  stations  in  various  places  in  the  Borough,  Discussions  took  place 
with  the  Department  of  Scientific  and  Industrial  Research  and  also  the  Department 
of  Geography,  Reading  University,  who  are  interested  in  atmospheric  pollution  in 
the  town,  to  decide  appropriate  sites  for  the  instruments  and  the  nature  of  the  work 
to  be  done.  The  sites  selected  are  : — 

1.  Emmer  Green  Primary  School,  Grove  Road 

2.  Caversham  Sewage  Works 

3.  Alfred  Sutton  Secondary  Girls  School,  Cumberland  Road 

4.  Geoffrey  Field  School,  Exbourne  Road 

5.  Water  Department  Depot,  Berkeley  Avenue 

6.  Tilehurst  Reservoir,  Park  Lane,  Tilehurst 

7.  Battle  Hospital,  Oxford  Road 

8.  E.  P.  Collier  School,  York  Road 

These  are  to  be  supplemented  by  two  instruments  which  will  be  sited  by  the 
University.  Arrangements  have  been  made  with  the  Borough  Surveyor  for  the 
analytical  work  connected  with  sulphur  dioxide  estimation  to  be  carried  out  by  his 
staff.  It  is  expected  that  the  instruments  will  come  into  operation  fairly  soon  in  1958. 
In  addition  to  S.0.2  apparatus,  there  has  been  installed  in  Bristol  &  West  House 
an  instrument  which  measures  the  amount  of  pollution  in  the  air  on  a  volumetric  basis. 
Daily  readings  will  be  obtained  from  this  instrument  and  all  the  results,  both  from 
the  volumetric  and  the  S.0.2  apparatus,  will  be  sent  periodically  to  the  Atmospheric 
Pollution  Investigation  Section  of  the  Department  of  Scientific  &  Industrial  Research. 
Some  information  relating  to  this  work  will  be  available  for  the  next  Annual  Report. 

General  Smoke  Abatement  Work.  In  addition  to  preparing  for  more  ex-  ■ 
tensive  activities  under  the  Clean  Air  Act ,  we  were  engaged  fairly  actively  during  the  year  i 
on  the  essential  duty  of  investigating  complaints  and  taking  appropriate  action. 
The  complaints  received  mainly  concerned  the  excessive  emission  of  smoke  from 
chimneys  and  nuisance  from  grit  and  dust.  There  were  one  or  two  cases  where  com¬ 
plaints  of  fumes  were  enquired  in  to.  One  of  the  complaints  concerned  school  premises 
in  the  East  Reading  area.  We  were  informed  early  in  December  of  considerable 
nuisance  from  grit  and  dust  ;  investigations  into  this  case  were  continuing  at  the ! 
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end  of  the  year.  There  are,  of  course,  several  potential  sources  of  nuisance  in  this 
area,  and  there  will  be  some  difficulty  in  determining  the  actual  sources  of  trouble. 
Discussions  have  already  taken  place  with  the  management  of  one  or  two  larger 
establishments  in  that  part  of  the  town  and  it  was  gratifying  to  be  assured  of  their 
co-operation.  Other  complaints  received  related  to  laundry  chimneys,  a  factory  in 
which  is  installed  a  furnace  for  burning  waste  material,  an  ironworks  and  various 
types  of  steam  raising  plant.  Both  liquid  and  solid  fuels  were  involved.  Consultation 
has  taken  place  with  the  managements  concerned  and,  with  one  exception,  improve¬ 
ments  have  been  made  in  the  combustion  conditions.  In  several  cases,  the  advice 
of  the  National  Industrial  Fuel  Efficiency  Service  was  sought  by  a  number  of  firms. 
What  is  being  appreciated  by  the  majority  of  these  firms  is  that  proper  attention 
to  conditions  which  create  nuisance,  has  resulted  in  a  certain  amount  of  economy 
through  fuel  efficiency  and  efficient  plant  operation.  The  attention  of  the  Alkali 
Works  Inspector  was  drawn  to  complaints  received  relating  to  a  process  registered 
under  the  Alkali  Works  Act. 

The  nuisance  work  during  the  year  was  dealt  with  under  the  Public  Health  Act 
which  will  be  superseded  in  1958  by  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act.  It  is  expected 
that  more  exacting  conditions  will  be  required  under  the  Clean  Air  Act,  but  the  con¬ 
trol  that  can  be  acheived  when  the  new  Act  comes  into  operation,  will  depend  some 
extent  upon  the  amount  of  time  which  will  be  able  to  be  devoted  to  the  duties.  Much 
improvement  has  been  promised  with  the  Clean  Air  Act,  but  it  should  be  appreciated 
that  the  effectiveness  of  the  provisions  will  depend  to  some  extent  upon  the  ability 
to  enforce  it. 

National  interest  has  been  fostered  in  smoke  abatement  and  during  the  year  the 
Training  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  smoke  abatement  work  was  considered  by 
the  Fuel  Efficiency  Sub-Committee  of  the  Southern  Regional  Council  for  Further 
Education.  Dr.  E.  Hughes,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  and  myself,  representing 
the  Royal  Society  of  Health  and  the  Association  of  Public  Health  Inspectors  respect¬ 
ively,  served  on  the  Sub-Committee.  Two  ad  hoc  day  courses  of  instruction  were 
arranged  in  Reading  during  the  year,  under  the  auspices  of  the  Reading  Technical 
College  Authorities,  and  a  full  training  course  for  Smoke  Inspectors,  approved  by  the 
Royal  Society  of  Health,  was  also  organised.  In  connection  with  this  work,  both 
the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  (Smoke 
Abatement)  were  authorised  to  assist  with  the  instruction. 

4.  NUISANCES  AND  WORK  UNDER  THE 
PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT 

Some  463  complaints  were  received  by  the  Department  from  residents  in  the 
Borough  concerning  many  matters.  752  informal  notices  were  served  during  the  year 
for  the  abatement  of  nuisances  which  were  not  concerned  with  housing  defects,  the 
latter  notices  being  referred  to  under  the  Section  on  Housing.  Some  743  of  the  notices 
served  were  complied  with.  Attention  to  obstructed  and  defective  sewers  and  drains 
is  a  matter  of  routine  year-by-year,  some  223  complaints  being  dealt  with  during  1957, 
In  respect  of  these  complaints,  365  drains  or  sewers  were  cleared,  in  a  number  of  cases 
repairs  were  also  carried  out.  In  35  cases  the  owners  of  the  properties  involved  effected 
the  necessary  work.  Most  drainage  work  is  automatically  carried  out  by  the  Corpor¬ 
ation  and  the  cost  of  the  work  is  apportioned  to  individual  owners  according  to  the 
extent  of  use  enjoyed  by  each  property.  In  some  cases  it  was  necessary  to  call  out 
workmen  on  Saturday  afternoons  or  Sundays  to  deal  with  obstructed  drains  as  a 
matter  of  urgency,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  record  once  again  the  excellent  co-operation 
given  by  the  staff  of  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Department  who  dealt  so  promptly 
and  willingly  with  those  cases  which  arose  at  inopportune  times.  2,153  visits  were 
paid  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  on  matters  concerning  drainage. 

Complaints  were  received  during  1957  of  the  condition  of  the  Kennet  and  Avon 
Canal  and  of  the  Berry  Brook  in  Caversham.  The  work  of  clearing  the  water  courses 
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was  undertaken  by  the  Thames  Conservancy  Board.  In  the  case  of  Berry  Brook, 
the  section  requiring  immediate  attention  was  dealt  with  and  a  more  extensive 
clearing  scheme  is  envisaged  for  1958. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year,  a  nuisance  in  the  Coley  area  which  was  difficult 
to  solve  was  finally  cleared  up  when  investigations  with  Highways  and  the  Gas  Board 
revealed  corroded  gas  mains  in  the  roadway.  Thorough  repair  of  the  gas  mains 
system  abated  the  nuisance. 

Disinfestation  and  Disinfection — Insanitary  Premises.  The  treatment  of 
verminous  persons  and  premises  continued  during  the  year.  The  number  of  persons 
involved  was  only  7  and  these  were  treated  at  the  School  Clinic.  So  far  as  premises 
are  concerned,  97  complaints  were  received  concerning  infestation  by  bed  bugs  or 
fleas  and  of  these  67  were  found  to  be  infested.  These  were  dealt  with  on  an  informal 
basis,  no  statutory  notices  being  served. 

In  addition  to  the  treatment  of  premises  for  bugs  and  fleas  as  mentioned  above, 
143  visits  were  made  in  respect  of  infestation  by  cockroaches,  flies,  ants,  etc.  589 
inspections  of  premises  were  made  prior  to  the  removal  of  the  occupants  to  Council 
houses  ;  in  only  one  case  was  disinfestation  found  necessary.  It  is  the  practice  for 
this  department  to  inspect  houses  from  which  people  are  being  rehoused  to  Council 
houses  by  the  Corporation,  the  purpose  being  to  ensure  as  far  as  possible  that  in¬ 
festation  from  vermin  or  wood  boring  beetles  is  not  transferred  from  the  old  property 
to  the  new. 

There  were  several  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year  involving  dirty  and  insanitary 
premises.  These  concerned  mainly  old  people  who,  by  reason  of  age  or  infirmity,  had 
lost  contact  with  neighbours  or  relatives  and  were  living  in  unsatisfactory  conditions, 
conditions  which  had  arisen  through  gradual  physical  deterioration  of  the  old  person. 
A  great  deal  of  tact  is  necessary  with  these  cases  and  the  Domestic  Help  Service  has 
been  a  great  asset  in  helping  to  get  matters  cleared  up.  In  one  case  it  was  found 
necessary  to  serve  a  statutory  notice  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  but  the  problem 
was  solved  without  the  necessity  of  taking  legal  proceedings. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.  There  is  accommodation  for  126  persons  in  the 
three  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  town.  Some  44  visits  to  these  premises  were 
made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  respective  occupiers,  though  fighting 
a  losing  battle,  have  maintained  them  in  a  reasonable  state  having  regard  to  the  age 
of  the  properties,  but  the  places  are  old  and  worn  and  it  is  now  a  matter  of  how  long 
they  can  be  permitted  to  be  continued.  Mention  was  made  in  the  Report  last  year 
of  the  work  being  carried  out  on  the  preparation  of  plans  for  a  hostel  to  accommodate 
people  who  have  a  need  for  this  type  of  accommodation.  Plans  are  now  virtually 
complete  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  the  economic  situation  permits,  the  work  of 
building  will  be  put  in  hand  without  delay.  The  work  of  repair  at  the  London  Street 
Common  Lodging  house  continued  during  the  year  and  the  place  is  as  satisfactory 
as  one  can  hope  for  in  the  circumstances. 

Infectious  Diseases.  One  hundred-and-eighteen  inspections  of  premises 
following  notifications  of  infectious  diseases  were  made  during  the  year.  Defective 
conditions  in  houses  were  taken  up  with  the  owners  and  notices  requiring  repairs 
were  served  as  necessary.  In  one  or  two  cases  where  contacts  were  connected  with 
the  food  industry,  it  was  necessary  to  arrange  with  the  employing  firm  that  contacts 
should  not  handle  food. 

Offensive  Trades.  The  offensive  trades  established  within  the  Borough 
comprise  1  blood  drier,  1  tripe  boiler  and  dresser,  and  1  rag  and  bone  dealer.  The 
three  premises  registered  were  regularly  inspected  and  general  conditions  associated 
with  the  business  investigated.  Conditions  were  found  to  be  reasonably  satisfactory. 
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Movable  Dwellings.  At  the  end  of  the  year,  131  caravans  were  on  the  register 
compared  with  122  in  1956.  Of  these,  73  were  stationed  on  two  large  caravan  sites, 
me  in  Tilehurst  being  licensed  for  53  and  one  in  Scours  Lane  being  licensed  for  20. 
rhe  remaining  58  are  on  small  sices  representing  dwellings  for  individual  applicants, 
rhe  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  caravans  in  the  town,  therefore,  is  mainly 
iccounted  for  by  extensions  to  large  sites.  There  is  a  fairly  constant  fluctuation  with 
he  individual  caravan  sites  as  some  caravan  dwellers  moved  due  to  the  completion 
>f  building  operations  or  other  reasons,  and  new  caravaners  took  up  station. 

One  thousand  three  hundred-and-fifty-nine  visits  were  paid  to  caravans  and 
caravan  sites  and  movable  dwellings  visiting  the  area  with  travelling  fairs  and  shows. 


Swimming  Baths.  During  the  year,  41  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from 
.  mblic  swimming  baths  and  33  from  school  swimming  baths  in  the  town,  and  were 
ubmitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  examination.  All  of  these  proved 
:  atisfactory. 

The  routine  laid  down  for  the  use  of  the  Hill  Primary  School  learner  pool  appears 
o  be  working  quite  satisfactorily  now.  The  report  mentioned  last  year  of  a  detailed 
:  nvestigation  into  the  use  and  chlorination  of  the  pool,  evoked  considerable  interest 
<  unongst  Health  and  Education  Authorities  and  seems  to  have  served  a  most  useful 
:  ourpose.  As  a  result  of  experience  so  far,  another  learner  pool  has  been  constructed 
:  it  Emmer  Green  and  I  know  that  other  Educational  Authorities  are  interested  in 
i  he  idea. 

Several  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  concerning  the  paddling  pool 
.  ilong  the  Thames  Promenade  and  in  Christchurch  Meadow.  It  seems  desirable  that 
i  f  the  pools  are  to  continue,  some  means  of  satisfactory  treatment  should  be  intro- 
luced  and  the  matter  has  been  discussed  with  the  Borough  Surveyor. 

Drinking  Water.  Twenty-four  samples  of  water  were  obtained  from  private 
:  veils  in  the  town  which  are  used  for  drinking  purposes  or  in  connection  with  food 
rade  processes.  Investigations  were  necessary  in  respect  of  5  samples  and  appropriate 
:  iction  was  taken.  Fourteen  samples  were  obtained  from  the  town’s  mains  and  sub- 
:  nitted  for  examination.  All  were  reported  satisfactory. 


5.  GENERAL 

Factories  Acts,  1937-48.  There  are  649  factories  recorded  in  the  register  kept 
or  this  purpose ;  303  visits  were  paid  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors.  These  premises 
lave  been  kept  in  a  reasonably  satisfactory  manner  during  the  year  and  requests 
>y  Inspectors  have,  in  the  main,  been  promptly  dealt  with  ;  9  complaints  were 
eceived  from  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories.  It  was  necessary  to  serve  12  written 
lotices  during  the  year.  The  list  of  outworkers  received  twice  yearly  from  employers 
n  accordance  with  Section  110  of  the  Act,  returned  70  outworkers  who  were  prin- 
ipally  engaged  in  making  wearing  apparel.  Of  these,  19  were  referred  to  other  Local 
Authorities,  51  were  in  the  Borough  and  the  premises  were  visited  by  the  Public 
4ealth  Inspectors. 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  their  inspection  of 
actories  is  to  ensure  that  the  premises  comply  with  the  Factories  Acts  so  far  as  the 
meal  Authority’s  responsibilities  extend,  except  in  so  far  as  means  of  escape  in 
:ase  of  fire  are  concerned,  which  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Fire  Brigade.  Visits 
vere  also  made  to  factories  following  complaints  of  nuisance  which  are  dealt  with 
mder  the  Public  Health  Act. 

All  plans  of  proposed  factory  and  other  buildings  submitted  to  the  Borough  Coun¬ 
cil  for  approval  under  the  Planning  and  Building  Byelaws,  are  examined  by  this 
lepartment  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  Factories  Acts  and  Public  Health  Act  and 
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as  regards  potential  nuisance.  The  Clean  Air  Act  has  meant  a  considerable  increasei 
in  the  amount  of  work  involved  in  the  examination  of  plans. 

Canteens  and  kitchens,  etc.,  which  are  now  available  in  many  factories,  were  also: 
submitted  to  inspection  by  the  District  Public  Health  Inspectors.  The  standard 
of  hygiene  observed  in  these  establishments,  together  with  the  structure  of  kitchens 
and  amenities  provided  therewith,  were  matters  also  under  supervision. 

The  tables  shown  below  give  details  of  inspections  of  factories  and  are  the  par¬ 
ticulars  contained  in  the  annual  return  to  the  Ministry  of  Labour  and  National 
Service. 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

Number 
of  Written 
Notices 

Factories  without  mechanical  power 

116 

81 

4 

Factories  with  mechanical  power 

533 

222 

8 

649 

303 

12 

Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 

Referred 
by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness 

5 

2 

— 

4 

Insufficient  ventilation 

1 

1 

1 

Sanitary  Conveniences 
unsuitable  or  defective 

6 

5 

4 

12 

8 

— • 

9 

Rag  Flock  and  other  Filling  Materials  Act,  1951.  There  are  5  premises  on 
the  register  where  filling  materials  listed  in  Section  32  of  the  Act  are  used  in  the  manm. 
facture  of  bedding  and  other  upholstered  articles. 

Five  inspections  were  made  of  these  premises  and  10  samples  of  filling  materials! 
submitted  for  examination.  Three  samples,  2  of  wash  layered  flock  and  one  of  loose- 
rag  flock,  were  reported  unsatisatisfactory  due  to  the  presence  of  excessive  chlorine.: 
The  excesses  were  not  high,  however,  and  the  circumstances  were  discussed  with 
the  firms  concerned.  Subsequent  samples  taken  from  the  same  premises,  were  found 
to  conform  with  the  required  standard. 

Canal  Boats.  Thirty-three  visits  were  made  to  the  wharves  on  the  Thames  and 
Rennet.  It  would  appear  that  the  use  of  canal  boats  has  been  discontinued  in  this! 
area  now  that  the  Rennet  and  Avon  canal  is  no  longer  a  principal  means  of  transport.' 
No  canal  boats  were  seen  during  the  year  and  there  are  none  on  the  register. 

Places  of  Entertainment.  Twelve  visits  were  paid  to  the  various  places  of: 
public  entertainments.  There  were  no  complaints  by  the  public  in  respect  of  these; 
establishments  during  the  year. 

Shops  Act.  Visits  were  paid  to  all  types  of  shops  in  the  town  as  a  routine  duty.. 
A  number  of  inspections  were  also  made  on  receipt  of  complaints  from  the  Shops  Act 
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ispector  responsible  for  hours  of  closing,  etc.  In  10  cases  Certificates  of  Exemption 
3re  granted  in  respect  of  sanitary  accommodation  and  washing  facilities,  and  in 
case  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided. 

Burial  Act,  1857,  Section  25.  Two  exhumations  were  attended  and  supervised 
the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951.  Eight  licences  were  issued  in  1957  under  the  above  Act. 

Rodent  Control.  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949.  Rodent 
struction  is  one  aspect  of  the  work  of  the  department  which  rarely  undergoes  any 
dical  changes  but  continues  from  day  to  day  and  does  appear  to  be  gradually 
hieving  its  object.  Warfarin  has  been  used  almost  exclusively  in  the  baits,  and  the 
suits  have  proved  conclusively  its  toxicity  in  relation  to  both  rats  and  mice.  The 
)dent  Operatives  have  been  instructed  to  take  particular  care  in  laying  the  baits, 
Decially  around  pig  sties,  as  Warfarin  has  been  found  to  be  toxic  to  certain  domestic 
imals. 

During  the  year  2,678  visits  were  made  to  premises  in  connection  with  the  Pre- 
ntion  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949,  and  131  business  premises  and  429  private 
sellings  were  found  to  be  infested  with  either  rats  or  mice.  Wherever  it  has  been 
asidered  necessary  proofing  measures  have  been  recommended  to  the  owners,  and 
ring  the  year  24  premises  both  business  and  private  were  proofed  against  rodent 
estation.  In  the  last  few  years  a  concentrated  effort  has  been  made  in  the  larger 
>d  establishments  both  in  proofing  and  control  of  the  rodent  population  and  its 
cess  has  been  shown  by  the  reduction  in  the  number  of  complaints  from  these 
rticular  establishments. 

Wherever  conditions  have  been  suitable,  surface  infestation  has  been  dealt  with 
the  block  system  and  altogether  12,220  premises  were  surveyed.  This  includes 
:atment  of  the  sewers  and  drains  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  infestation  in  order 
eradicate  the  source.  In  1957  there  was  a  slight  increase  in  the  number  of  infest- 
ons,  the  common  cause  of  which  was  found  to  be  a  defective  drain  or  sewer.  Al- 
4ether  some  21  drains  were  found  to  be  defective  compared  with  14  in  the  previous 
it.  In  each  case  after  the  drains  were  satisfactorily  repaired  the  infestation  ceased. 

The  main  sewers  were  again  systematically  treated  twice  during  the  year  in 
ler  to  reduce  the  rat  population.  The  second  treatment  was  extended  over  a  period 
some  three  months  instead  of  concentrating  the  whole  sewer  treatment  into  three 
eks.  This  was  carried  out  primarily  because  of  staffing  difficulties,  but  also  as 
irfarin  was  used  for  baiting.  It  was  found  that  whilst  this  interfered  less  with 
i  normal  disinfestation  of  business  premises  and  private  dwellings,  the  sewer  treat- 
nt  was  equally,  if  not  more  effective  than  when  using  arsenic  or  zinc  phosphide 
ts.  The  number  of  baits  found  to  be  untouched  is  encouraging,  and  shows  evidence 
the  decreasing  rat  population  in  the  sewers.  Most  sections  of  the  town  have 
itinued  to  show  untouched  baits  in  the  sewers  for  some  years  now. 

Regular  inspections  are  carried  out  to  the  refuse  tips,  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note 
it  the  sites  used  for  controlled  tipping  have  been  sufficiently  well  managed  that 
jy  have  been  virtually  free  from  rodent  infestation,  and  routine  visits  have  been 
luced  to  a  minimum.  The  hospitals  in  the  town  also  received  regular  inspections, 
atment  has  been  carried  out  wherever  necessary,  but  generally  conditions  were 
md  to  be  quite  satisfactory.  The  treatment  of  domestic  premises  for  rats  and  mice 
struction  is  carried  out  free  of  charge,  but  payment  is  required  when  work  is  carried 
t  in  business  premises.  During  the  financial  year  1956-7,  the  income  in  respect 
this  work  was  £223. 

Other  Pests.  In  addition  to  the  rodent  control  work  carried  out  during  the 
ir  some  146  complaints  were  investigated  concerning  other  pests  including  wasps, 
;  is,  moles,  pigeons,  grey  squirrels,  etc.  Altogether  some  118  wasps’  nests  were  dealt 
:h,  it  being  possible  to  remove  the  combs  completely  in  114  instances.  Payment 
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is  required  when  work  is  carried  out  in  connection  with  the  destruction  of  wasps’  nes 
and  during  the  financial  year  1956-7  the  income  in  respect  of  this  work  was  £48. 

The  complaints  received  in  respect  of  rabbits  indicate  that  there  have  be 
“  pockets  ”  of  infestation  which  were  missed  when  Myxomatosis  was  sweeping  t 
country,  or  that  some  of  the  rabbits  survived  and  are  now  breeding  in  numbe 
which  may  well  be  immune.  In  each  instance,  the  complaint  has  been  passed  to  t 
County  Pest  Authority  for  Berkshire,  as  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
Food  has  asked  for  an  all  out  effort  to  clear  up  the  odd  pockets  where  rabbits  a 
still  found. 

Pigeons  have  continued  to  be  a  nuisance  in  the  town.  Although  a  few  complair 
were  received  regarding  wood  pigeons,  the  major  problem  is  in  dealing  with  the  tov 
pigeons,  which  are  usually  domestic  pigeons  “  gone  wild.”  There  seems  little  succe 
in  dealing  with  these  pigeons  other  than  by  trapping.  The  use  of  a  deterrent  solutit 
on  ledges  used  by  the  pigeons  only  met  with  limited  success  when  this  was  tried  o 
at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  as  the  effects  of  the  solution  were  inclined  to  wear  c 
after  a  few  weeks. 

Whenever  it  has  been  practicable,  proofing  of  buildings  by  the  erection  of  nettii 
screens  over  roosting  places  has  been  found  to  be  the  most  effective  deterrent.  U: 
fortunately,  there  are  still  a  few  well-meaning  citizens  who  make  a  practice  of  feedii 
these  pigeons  regularly,  and  whilst  there  is  a  readily  available  food  supply  and  suitab 
nesting  places  on  buildings  remained  unfenced,  the  nuisance  will  be  almost  impossib 
to  eliminate  completely. 


RODENT  CONTROL 
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COLLECTION  OF  REFUSE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 


Mr.  K.  H.  Thorpe,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor,  has  supplied  the  followin: 
information  : — 

House  Refuse  Collection.  During  1957,  the  collection  of  house  refuse  ha 
continued  once  weekly.  The  service  is  maintained  by  14  house  refuse  collectio: 
vehicles  and  54  employees. 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  house  refuse  collected  from  premise 
within  the  Borough  with  the  total  mileage  of  vehicles  used  in  this  collection  : — 


Quarter  ending  : 

19 

57 

1956 

31st  March  ... 

30th  June 

30th  September 

31st  December 

Tons 

8,839 

8,733 

8,326 

9,119 

Miles 

28,789 

27,309 

27,786 

27,841 

Tons 

8,917 

8,884 

7,487 

8,626 

Miles 

32,081 

31,122 

30,043 

32,280 

Totals 

35,017 

111,725 

33,914 

125,526 

Trade  refuse  is  collected  at  the  same  time  as  domestic  refuse  and  at  such  othei 
times  as  arranged  between  the  trader  and  the  Corporation.  Facilities  are  availablt 
for  traders  to  deliver  trade  refuse  direct  to  the  Refuse  Disposal  Tip  by  arrangement 
with  the  Corporation. 

House  Refuse  Disposal.  Controlled  tipping  was  commenced  at  Elgar  Roac 
Tip  on  14th  January,  1957,  and  it  is  expected  that  tipping  operations  on  this  site 
will  be  completed  approximately  at  the  end  of  1959. 

On  completion  of  this  site,  approximately  40%  of  the  area  will  be  allocatec 
for  school  playing  fields  and  60%  for  allotments. 

Street  Cleansing.  The  “  beat  ”  system  of  street  cleansing  by  street  orderlies 
has  been  maintained  and  proves  to  be  a  satisfactory  method.  Collection  of  streel 
refuse  is  carried  out  by  means  of  street  orderly  trucks  which  are  visited  by  streel 
cleansing  freighters  for  the  collection  of  accumulated  refuse. 

The  following  is  a  comparative  table  of  the  number  of  employees  engaged  or; 
street  cleansing  ; — 

1957  1956 

Men  ...  ...  ...  47  41 

Boys  ...  ...  ...  1  4 

The  following  table  shows  the  quantity  of  street  sweepings  collected  within 
the  Borough  and  the  mileage  of  the  collection  vehicles  (the  tables  include  figures  for 
the  two  Mechanical  Sweeper  Collectors). 


Quarter  ending  : 

1957 

19 

56 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March  ... 

780 

4,511 

840 

4,376 

30th  June 

715 

4,228 

744 

4,110 

30th  September 

520 

4,093 

702 

4,043 

31st  December 

690 

4,163 

796 

4,210 

Totals 

2,705 

16,995 

3,082 

16,739 

Ill 


Street  Gulley  Cleansing.  Eight  thousand  four  hundred-and-fifty-eight  street 
gullies  were  emptied  and  sealed  with  fresh  water  by  mechanically  operated  vehicles. 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  tonnage  removed  during  the  years 
1956-7  : — 


Quarter  ending  : 

1957 

i 

1956 

.  .  f 

Tons 

Miles 

Tons 

Miles 

31st  March 

381 

2,532 

432 

2,092 

30th  June 

164 

1,017 

354 

1,970 

30th  September 

224 

764 

311 

1,830 

31st  December 

332 

1,281 

405 

2,010 

Totals 

1,101 

5,594 

1,502 

7,902 

Cesspool  Emptying.  All  domestic  cesspools  are  emptied  by  two  mechanical 
cesspool  emptying  vehicles  upon  receipt  of  instructions  from  occupiers  or  owners  of 
premises,  within  the  Borough,  with  a  minimum  of  inconvenience  and  nuisance  to 
householders. 

Sewage  Disposal.  The  volume  of  sewage  received  and  treated  during  1957  was 
2,070  million  gallons,  i.e.,  an  average  daily  flow  of  5,670,000  gallons.  The  dosage 
rate  on  the  percolating  filters  was  170  gallons  per  yard.  A  record  4,700  cubic  yards 
of  sludge  was  lifted  from  the  drying  beds.  Most  of  this  was  disposed  of  to  horticultural 
and  agricultural  users.  The  worst  of  the  foaming  caused  by  synthetic  detergents  on 
the  Sewage  Works  has  been  eliminated  by  the  use  of  foam  inhibited  additives.  The 
average  concentration  of  anionic  synthetic  detergent  in  the  raw  sewage  was  12  parts 
per  million  and  the  final  effluent  discharged  to  the  river  still  contained  6  parts  per 
million.  Partly  due  to  repeated  mechanical  failures  the  experimental  work  on  odour 
control  was  not  conclusive.  However,  based  upon  the  experience  gained  at  Reading 
other  sewage  works  in  this  Country  have  installed  equipment  and  have  had  some 
success.  This  experimental  work  will  probably  be  continued  during  1958. 

The  construction  of  the  new  Sewage  and  Sewerage  Works  continued  with 
iBlakes  Lock  Pumping  Station,  the  new  steel  rising  main,  Manor  Farm  Inlet  Works 
and  Sedimentation  tanks,  all  partially  completed.  Towards  the  end  of  1958  some  of 
the  new  plant  may  be  in  operation. 


Sewerage.  During  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1957,  479  private 
houses  and  bungalows  were  connected  to  the  foul  sewerage  system.  In  addition, 

1 1 several  new  Corporation  houses  and  flats  were  connected,  a  separate  return  in  respect 
Df  these,  I  understand,  is  being  given  to  you  by  the  Borough  Architect 

The  number  of  houses  with  cesspools  is  now  508,  the  same  as  the  previous  year. 

The  only  main  foul  drainage  work  during  the  year  consisted  of  the  site  sewers  for 
:  Overdown  Road  and  Birdhill  Avenue,  private  building  sites. 


Swimming  and  Slipper  Baths.  The  slipper  baths  at  Jesse  Terrace  and  Arthur 
Hill  Memorial  Baths  continued  to  be  well  patronised  and  the  swimming  pools  were 

fully  used. 
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HOUSING 

(These  comments  should  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  report  of  the  Chief  I 
Public  Health  Inspector  and  the  comments  on  housing  of  old  people.) 

Mr.  C.  H.  R.  Willett,  Borough  Architect,  has  been  good  enough  to  supply  the 
following  information  : — 

During  the  calendar  year  1957,  317  dwellings  of  all  kinds  were  taken  over.  That 
year  saw  the  production  of  housing  accommodation  proceeding  apace,  especially 
in  connection  with  the  multi-storey  flats  on  the  Bath  Road  Estate,  where  work: 
started  on  the  1st  March  last  :  already  six  blocks  of  five  storey-flats  and  maisonettes  ; 
are  completed  and  four  large  blocks  of  eight-storey  flats  are  rapidly  proceeding.  In  r 
fact,  the  first  of  these  blocks  will  be  occupied  in  late  spring,  while  all  the  remainder 
will  be  finished  and  tenanted  before  the  winter  begins.  There  are  226  flats  and 
maisonettes  in  this  scheme. 

The  contractors  have  done  a  fine  job  in  record  time.  Now  that  sufficient  time 
has  elapsed  to  give  an  idea  of  the  working  of  the  electric  floor  heating  system,  it  can 
be  said  that  this  is  a  success. 

The  Reading  Housing  Committee  pioneered  this  form  of  heating  in  Council 
dwellings  in  Southern  England,  as  a  result  of  which  many  visits  have  been  made  by 
local  authorities  and  representatives  of  large  undertakings  to  see  the  system. 

Aged  Persons  Flatlets.  The  scheme  comprising  twenty-four  flatlets  in  Coley 
Place  has  been  completed  and  the  dwellings  occupied. 

These  flatlets  have  been  an  unqualified  success  and  provide  a  very  welcome 
addition  to  the  town's  housing  accommodation,  being  ideally  planned  for  the  purpose 
of  housing  elderly  people,  many  of  whom  have  expressed  great  appreciation  of  their 
new  homes. 

Road  works  recently  completed  will  add  further  amenity  to  a  scheme  which  is 
well  sited  and  which  provides  a  fascinating  series  of  views  over  the  town. 

The  Housing  Committee  are  building  16  more  of  these  now  in  Lulworth  Road 
and  intend  shortly  to  invite  tenders  for  more  of  them  on  infill  sites  in  the  Borough,  as 
well  as  for  bungalows. 

A  number  of  aged  persons  have  occupied  the  ground  floor  flats  in  the  multi¬ 
storey  buildings  and  more  will  do  so. 

Single  Persons  Flatlets.  A  large  number  of  applications  have  been  received 
in  connection  with  the  scheme  for  40  single-person  dwellings  in  Brunswick  Street. 

The  Housing  Committee  decided  to  do  something  for  a  section  of  the  community 
who  find  it  very  difficult  to  obtain  any  satisfactory  accommodation.  This  applies 
especially  to  single  women  who  work  in  various  businesses  and  trades,  often  for  long 
hours  and  who  in  many  instances  have  to  pay  a  disproportionate  sum  for  very 
indifferent  quarters. 

This  scheme  is  now  well  under  way  and  should  be  completed  and  the  tenants 
in  occupation  before  next  winter. 

Coley  Park  now  represents  a  very  different  picture  from  a  year  ago.  175  houses 
are  being  built,  many  are  already  roofed  in,  and  three  blocks  of  five-storey  flats  and 
maisonettes  are  under  construction.  Many  of  the  houses  will  be  handed  over  this 
summer  while  another  40  will  be  put  under  contract  in  the  near  future. 

The  work  on  St.  Michael's  Estate  is  drawing  to  its  close.  The  first  part  of  the 
estate  is  practically  all  occupied  and  so  is  a  large  part  of  the  extension — all  will  be 
finished  in  a  few  weeks. 
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The  new  block  of  five  shops  with  maisonettes  over  is  finished  and  trading  has 
begun.  These  shops  will  be  a  boon  to  residents. 

At  Whitley  Estate  three  blocks  of  five-storey  maisonettes  are  being  built, 
i  providing  33  dwellings. 

The  contract  for  70  dwellings  on  the  first  of  the  Corporation’s  out-Borough  sites 
has  begun. 

This  estate  on  the  London  Road  close  to  the  power  station  will  be  a  pleasant  and 
convenient  one,  which  will  complete  a  small  estate  begun  by  private  enterprise  in 
pre-war  days,  when  sixteen  private  houses  were  built  in  pairs. 

The  Housing  Committee  have  already  provided  a  substantial  number  of  garages 
on  various  estates  and  have  recently  entered  into  a  contract  to  provide  another 
113  in  addition  to  those  now  under  construction  in  various  schemes. 

The  severe  curtailment  of  the  housing  programme  will  not  be  felt  during  this 
,  year  1958,  because  of  the  substantial  carry-over  of  the  dwellings  in  contract  before 
the  cuts  were  made,  but  the  income  of  dwellings  in  1959  is  bound  to  be  considerably 
less  by  comparison  with  previous  years. 

Schemes  have  had  to  be  shelved  because  the  Corporation’s  quota  from  the  Mini¬ 
stry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  has  been  cut  severely— it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
:  circumstances  will  improve  so  as  to  permit  the  Housing  Committee  to  proceed  with 
the  several  schemes  which  they  have  planned  and  for  which  sites  are  available. 

Up  to  the  end  of  Lebruary,  1958,  the  total  of  dwellings  provided  since  the  war 
was  3,761  and  the  total  of  pre-war  dwellings  was  3,140,  making  a  grand  total  of  6,901. 

By  the  end  of  this  year  that  total  will  be  approaching  seven  and  a  half  thousand 
dwellings,  covering  a  wide  range  of  accommodation. 

Apart  from  houses  themselves,  it  is  of  interest  to  note  that  a  Congregational 
Church  in  Bath  Road  Estate  has  begun  to  be  built,  the  new  public  house  to  be  known 
as  “  The  Happy  Prospect  ”  is  well  under  way,  and  the  new  Hugh  Laringdon  School 
is  proceeding  fast. 

The  figures  given  above  do  not  include  houses  built  for  police,  firemen,  caretakers, 
sundry  conversions,  or  dwellings  under  the  control  of  other  Committees,  such  as 
Estates,  Finance,  Highways,  Health,  Parks  and  Drainage  &  Sewage  Disposal. 


ai 


114 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Parts  III  &  IV 

SECTION  21— PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION 

(a)  General  Considerations.  The  arrangement  whereby  applications  for 
rehousing  by  elderly  people  are  dealt  with  by  this  department  continued  throughout 
the  year.  Applications  are  evaluated  on  a  points  scheme — with  possibilities  of  heavy 
pointing  for  medical  reasons— and  recommendations  are  made  to  the  Housing 
Committee.  Once  these  recommendations  are  accepted,  the  Housing  Manager  is 
responsible  for  making  detailed  arrangements  about  taking  over  tenancies.  During 
1957,  24  pensioners  were  approved  by  the  Housing  Committee  for  rehousing  and  of: 
these  two  are  still  waiting  for  keys.  Those  rehoused  have  occupied  one-bedroom 
bungalows,  one-bedroomed  flats,  and  the  bed  sitting-room  type  of  accommodation 
which  has  been  provided  as  part  of  the  flats  on  the  Bath  Road  Housing  Estate. 

The  Council’s  rehousing  programme  over  the  past  two  years  has  meant  that  the 
majority  of  urgent  cases  where  husband  and  wife  are  both  alive  have  been  dealt  with 
where  the  registration  was  made  before  31.12.56.  The  outstanding  demand  from 
these  earlier  registrations  is  now  from  single  women  and  widows,  who  still  form  57% 
of  all  registrations. 

The  occupants  of  the  Bath  Road  flatlets  have  expressed  great  appreciation 
of  the  accommodation  there.  They  value  the  continuous  warmth,  the  brightness  of 
a  room  with  two  windows,  the  labour  saved  in  a  warm  room  without  a  fireplace, 
and  they  get  reciprocated  support  from  having  a  pensioner  as  neighbour  who  is 
similarly  placed  and  has  to  live  a  similar  kind  of  life  on  a  small  income.  This  eliminates 
any  feeling  of  loneliness,  and  mutual  help  can  be  given  by  sharing  the  shopping 
one  answering  both  doors  when  the  other  is  out,  and  other  small  services. 

Self-contained  living  accommodation  (however  small)  but  under  the  same  rooi 
as  other  residents  appears  most  suitable  for  women  on  their  own,  and  I  look  forwaro 
to  the  time  when  36  Mansfield  Road  will  be  occupied. 

In  some  cases  the  Committee  has  approved,  on  medical  grounds,  pensioners  wh( 
have  been  struggling  with  premises  too  large  for  their  needs.  When  smaller  anc 
more  suitable  accommodation  has  been  offered,  a  tremendous  load  of  worry  and  strair 
has  been  lifted  from  their  shoulders  and  the  relief  is  most  marked.  Letters  expressing 
deep  gratitude  have  been  received  and  undoubtedly  some  of  these  pensioners  haw 
felt  really  warm  during  the  cold  weather  for  the  first  time  in  years. 

The  situation  is  by  no  means  catered  for  yet.  There  are  530  applicants  still  O) 
the  register,  about  half  of  whom  have  registered  during  1957.  Of  these  more  recen 
applications,  60%  are  householders  and  of  these  living  in  rooms,  72%  are  singl 
women  or  widows. 

(. b )  Part  III  Accommodation.  As  I  have  mentioned  in  the  introduction  t! 
this  report,  Mr.  Turnbull  retired  after  forty-six  years’  service  with  the  Corporatio 
on  the  31st  March,  1958.  Since  July  5th,  1948,  he  has  been  the  officer  in  charge  o 
the  Residence  Section  of  this  department  and  he  has  provided  the  following  figure 
of  the  work  which  has  been  carried  out  between  the  5th  July,  1948,  and  the  3b 
December,  1957. 

Thirty-nine  cases  were  taken  over  in  Battle  Hospital  (joint  user  accommodatior 
and  a  further  36  admissions  were  arranged  until  the  accommodation  was  final! 
vacated  in  January,  1953. 

The  following  table  gives  the  particulars  so  far  as  Corporation  Homes  are  cor 
cerned  over  this  period  : — 
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- - - 

Opened  or 
Taken  over 

Cases 

Taken  over 

Admissions 

Total 

Voodlands 

5.7.48 

81 

259 

340 

Vychcotes 

Jan.  1950 

— 

48 

48 

Varren  House 

April  1951 

— 

77 

77 

3arkhurst 

July  1951 

— 

134 

134 

Southern  Hill 

Jan.  1953 

151 

151 

trthur  Clark  Home 

Dec.  1954 

— 

59 

59 

)ysons  Wood 

Aug.  1956 

— 

30 

30 

)ther  Institutions 

6 

50 

56 

87 

808 

895 

In  summary,  it  can  be  stated  that  in  July,  1948,  the  department  took  over  a 
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otal  of  125  cases,  39  of  these  being  in  accommodation  provided  at  Battle  Hospital, 
d  at  Woodlands,  and  5  in  other  institutions.  On  December  31st,  1957,  there  were 
’76  cases  for  whom  we  were  responsible  either  in  our  own  homes  in  Reading  or  in 
domes  run  by  voluntary  bodies  or  other  Local  Authorities.  The  demand  for  Part  III 
iccommodation  continues  to  rise  and  it  is  anticipated  that  this  will  be  the  case  for 
ome  time  to  come.  Part  of  this  may  be  due  to  the  fact  that  there  is  a  real  increase 
n  the  number  of  old  people  who  require  care  and  attention  but  I  am  also  quite  sure 
hat  it  is  due  in  no  small  measure  to  the  high  quality  of  care  and  attention  which  is 
liven  to  residents  in  our  Homes.  The  installation  of  a  lift  at  Woodlands  and  the  fact 
hat  the  new  Home  (the  Alice  Jenkins  Home)  is  due  for  completion  in  the  summer 
>f  1958,  should  help  the  position,  and,  more  especially,  should  enable  us  to  deal  with 
hose  physically  handicapped  people  who  are  unable  to  go  up  and  down  stairs.  One 
)f  our  difficulties  has  been  to  find  enough  ground  floor  accommodation  in  adapted 
remises  and  this,  I  regret  to  say,  has  often  been  the  causal  factor  in  the  delay  of 
idmission  of  patients  who  are  in  need  of  Part  III  accommodation.  The  following  table 
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Transfers 
from  other 
Homes 

Source  of 

Admissions 

Hos 

pital 

Own  Home 

For 

Short  stay 

Total  new 
admissions 
(permanent) 

M. 

W. 

M. 

W. 

M. 

W. 

M. 

W. 

M. 

W. 

Woodlands 

2 

— 

5 

5 

8 

3 

— 

13 

8 

Wychcotes 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 

5 

Warren  House 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

1  Southern  Hill 

— 

— 

5 

— 

10 

1 

2 

1 

15 

1 

’  -’arkhurst 

3 

— 

4 

— 

14 

— 

1 

— 

18 

— 

Arthur  Clark  Home 

— 

1 

— 

5 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

9 

Dysons  Wood 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

6 

— 

— 

— 

8 

5 

2 

14 

20 

32 

16 

1 

46 

36 

7 

34 

48 

1 

4 

82 

RESIDENTIAL  ACCOMMODATION— 31st  December,  1957 
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The  Table  on  page  116  gives  the  classification  of  residents  in  our  Homes  as  at  31st 
December,  1957. 

At  the  same  time  I  must  draw  attention  to  the  comparatively  small  number  of 
new  admissions  to  Part  III  accommodation.  This  emphasises  the  slow  rate  of  turn¬ 
over  m  our  beds.  It  looks  as  if  the  new  Ministry  of  Health  policy  which  was  expressed 
in  circular  14/57  may  make  this  turnover  even  smaller.  The  contents  of  this  circular 
were  the  subject  of  a  special  report  to  the  Health  Committee  as  it  will  have  a  profound 
effect  on  the  amount  of  accommodation  which  we  will  be  expected  to  provide  in  the 
future  and  also  on  the  planning  of  such  accommodation.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  three  or  four  years  ago  we  had  agreed  on  a  target  of  350  beds  as  being  reasonably 
adequate  to  provide  all  the  Part  III  accommodation  for  the  borough  but  it  seems 
to  me  that  this  new  circular  will  necessitate  an  upward  revision  of  this  figure. 

The  circular  states  that  Local  Authorities,  in  addition  to  being  responsible  for 
active  and  elderly  persons  who  are  in  need  of  residential  care  is  also  responsible  for 
the  following  categories  : — 

(a)  Care  of  the  otherwise  active  resident  in  a  welfare  Home  during  minor  illnesses 
which  may  involve  a  short  period  in  bed.  In  practice  this  is  carried  out  and 
residents  are  attended  by  their  own  doctor. 

( b )  Care  of  the  infirm  (including  the  senile)  who  may  need  help  in  dressing,  toilet, 
etc.,  and  may  need  to  live  on  the  ground  floor  because  they  cannot  manage  stairs 
and  may  spend  part  of  the  day  in  bed  or  longer  periods  in  bad  weather. 

In  practice,  we  have  accepted  this  responsibility  although,  as  I  have  already 
mentioned,  there  is  particular  difficulty  about  ground  floor  accommodation. 
This  type  of  accommodation  was  increased  at  Parkhurst  and  there  will  be  a  fair 
amount  in  the  new  Alice  Jenkins  Home.  The  provision  of  a  lift  at  Woodlands 
has  also  helped. 

(c)  Care  of  those  elderly  patients  who  have  to  take  to  bed  and  are  not  expected  to 
live  more  than  a  few  weeks  (or  exceptionally,  months)  who  would,  if  in  their  own 
homes,  stay  there  because  they  cannot  benefit  from  treatment  or  nursing  care 
beyond  what  can  be  given  at  home,  and  whose  removal  to  hospital  away  from 
familiar  surroundings  and  attendants  would  be  felt  to  be  inhumane.  It  is  this 
paragraph  which  introduces  some  new  conceptions,  more  especially  the  idea 
that  we  should  keep  the  old  people  in  our  Homes  until  they  die.  In  theory  this 
may  sound  all  very  well  but  one  must  remember  that  most  of  the  bedrooms  are 
shared  and  this  may  lead  to  obvious  difficulties.  In  addition  there  will  be  a 
consequential  increase  in  the  day  staff  and  also  the  engagement  of  night  staff. 
So  far  as  the  hospitals  are  concerned  the  circular  states  that  their  responsibility 
covers  the  following  duties  : — 

(i)  Care  of  the  chronic  bedfast  who  may  need  little  or  no  medical  treatment  but 
who  require  prolonged  nursing  care  over  months  or  years. 

(ii)  Care  of  the  elderly  sick  who  have  completed  active  treatment  but  are  not 
ready  for  discharge  to  their  own  homes  or  to  welfare  Homes. 

(m)  Care  of  the  senile,  confused  or  disturbed  patients  who  are,  owing  to  their 
mental  condition,  unfit  to  live  a  normal  community  life  in  a  welfare  Home. 

Readers  will  also  note  that  I  have  reported  elsewhere  that  one  of  the  reco¬ 
mmendations  of  the  Royal  Commission  of  the  Law  Relating  to  Mental  Illness 
and  Mental  Deficiency  is  that  Local  Authorities  should  provide  (amongst  other 
things)  residential  accommodation  for  patients  with  mild  senile  confusion. 

All  this  is  part  of  the  new  pattern  which  is  emerging  whereby  hospital 
services  are  claiming  more  and  more  support  from  the  Local  Authority  and 
coincides  with  a  period  of  particular  difficulty  in  hospital  finances.  Unfortun- 
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ately  the  present  restriction  on  capital  expenditure  looks  as  if  it  is  going  to 
prevent  the  building  of  further  Homes  by  the  Council  although  it  (the  Council) 
has  approved  in  principle  the  addition  of  another  20  beds  at  the  Arthur  Clark' 
Home  and  the  building  of  a  new  Home  on  the  Southcote  Estate.  The  present 
indications  are  that  these  two  projects  are  required  urgently. 


(d)  Temporary  Accommodation  (to  be  read  in  conjunction  with  the  report  of  the 
Family  Case  Worker).  The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  use  of  tempor 


M. 


Admissions 
Maintenance  Days 
Remaining  on  31st  Dec.,  1957 


year 

W. 

C. 

Total 

46 

35 

81 

588 

1,338 

1,926 

4 

6 

10 

SECTION  22— CHARGES  FOR  ACCOMMODATION 

The  standard  charge  was  increased  from  £5.  5.  0  to  £5.  12.  0  per  head  per  week  a; 


from  the  1st  August,  1957.  The  following  amounts  were  collected 
made  against  residents  according  to  the  scale  in  use  during  1957  : — 

on  assessment 

Woodlands 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  £5,851 

15 

7 

Wychcotes 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  £1,248 

16 

3 

Warren  House 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  £1,978 

7 

9 

Parkhurst  . 

•  •  *  •  •  • 

. . .  £4,498 

12 

0 

Southern  Hill 

•  •  •  ♦  • » 

...  £4,307 

4 

10 

Arthur  Clark  Home  . . . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

...  £1,553 

12 

0 

Dysons  Wood 

•  «  •  •  •  • 

...  £2,086 

14 

7 

SECTION  24  —  AUTHORITY 

ACCOMMODATION 

LIABLE 

FOR  THE 

PROVISION  C 

A  number  of  cases  have  be#en  dealt  with  under  this  Section  and  arrangemer 
made  with  the  various  authorities. 


SECTION  25— POWER  OF  NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  BOARD  1 

ORDER  THE  PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION  IN  URGE?! 

CASES 

Relationship  with  officers  of  the  National  Assistance  Board  has  again  be 
entirely  satisfactory.  Officers  of  both  Departments  are  in  close  co-operation  and  ha 
been  able  to  assist  one  another  in  providing  accommodation  in  any  cases  that  ha 
arisen. 
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I  SECTION  26— PROVISION  OF  ACCOMMODATION  IN  PREMISES 
MAINTAINED  BY  VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS 

A  number  of  persons  were  resident  in  special  Homes  and  chargeable  to  the 
I  County  Borough,  as  follows  : — 


Aged  Infirm  ... 
Blind  ... 
Cripples 

Deaf  and  Dumb 

Epileptic 

Spastic 


M.  F. 

1  10 

3  8 

1  3 

1  — 

1  2 

1  — 


SECTION  29— WELFARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

(a)  Deaf  and  Dumb.  Our  arrangements  with  the  Oxford  Diocesan  Association 
i  for  the  Deaf  continued  to  operate  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year.  The  following 
I  table  gives  particulars  as  at  31st  December,  1957.  I  have  included  certain  children 
under  16  but  I  am  doubtful  whether  these  should  be  included  in  view  of  the  definition 
of  the  Register  which  is  contained  in  the  Ministry  of  Health’s  model  scheme. 

M.  F. 

Children  under  16  9  6 

Persons  aged  16-64  35  41 

Persons  aged  65  and  over .  3  7 

A  feature  of  the  work  at  the  Reading  Institute  for  the  Deaf  has  been  the  com¬ 
pletion  of  the  new  chapel.  Arrangements  were  made  for  Mr.  Powell,  the  Missioner, 
to  vacate  his  flat  at  the  Institute  and  the  accommodation  thus  freed  was  utilised 
as  a  chapel.  Previously  Church  services  used  to  be  held  in  the  recreation  room. 
Accommodation  has  also  been  found  for  the  Diocesan  Missioner  for  the  Deaf.  A 
great  deal  of  the  work  in  creating  this  chapel  has  been  carried  out  by  the  deaf  people 
themselves  and  every  credit  must  be  given  to  them  for  their  efforts  in  producing  such 
a  delightful  little  chapel.  Mr.  C.  Powell,  the  Missioner,  reports  as  follows  on  his  work 
!  throughout  the  year  : — 

Church  Services  were  held  each  Sunday  at  6.30  p.m.  Seven  Holy  Communion 
i  Services  were  celebrated  throughout  the  year. 

Interpretation  of  other  Services  : — Marriage  2  ;  Baptism  1  ;  Churching  of 
i  Women  1. 

Special  Church  Events.  September  15th.  Dedication  of  “  St.  Mark’s  Chapel 
for  the  Deaf  ”  by  the  Bishop  of  Reading.  Chapel  constructed  by  deaf  members 
:  themselves.  Diocesan  Harvest  Festival,  held  at  St.  John’s  Church,  Watlington 
Street,  where  170  deaf  persons  were  present  from  all  parts  of  Oxford  Diocese. 

Mothers  Union  Branch.  The  branch  has  met  fortnightly.  Services,  games 
J  afternoons  and  sewing  classes  (Sale  of  Work  preparation)  have  been  organised.  The 
!  Branch  has  attended  Deanery  M.U.  Services. 
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Placements.  20  men  and  women  were  placed  into  employment.  Perhaps  two, 
three  or  more  firms  visited  before  each  person  was  placed.  The  firms  were  visited 
regularly  and  visits  were  made  to  settle  differences. 

Social.  There  is  an  extremely  well  attended  Social  Club,  which  is  very  active. 
An  Annual  Party  was  held  in  the  Town  Hall  on  the  26th  January,  1957,  200  persons 
being  present. 

Coach  outings  have  been  organised  to  : — Annual  Parties  of  other  Clubs ;  Other 
Clubs  for  friendly  and  league  indoor  games  competitions ;  Places  of  interest ; 
Seaside,  etc. 

Winter  Season.  The  Club  fields  2  billiard  teams  in  Reading  Borough  Tuesday 
Billiard  League,  2  teams  in  Reading  and  District  Table  Tennis  League.  The  Club 
holds  Whist  drives,  Cinema  shows,  Lotto  evenings. 


Welfare.  All  kinds  of  problems  are  attended  to,  i.e.,  form  filling,  dealings  between 
deaf  and  insurance,  tax,  Local  Authority,  government  and  business  officers,  purch¬ 
ases  of  houses,  differences  and  quarrels  between  deaf  parents  and  other  persons, 
advice  given  in  various  personal  problems.  The  deaf  are  visited  when  sick  at  home 
or  in  hospitals. 

Interpretation  provided  in  : — Courts  of  law,  hospital  interviews  and  examinat¬ 
ions,  doctors’  surgeries,  dentists’  surgeries,  solicitors’  offices,  business  offices,  op¬ 
ticians’  examining  rooms. 

(b)  Hard  of  Hearing.  Oui  arrangements  with  the  Reading  and  District  Hard 
of  Hearing  Association  continued  as  in  previous  years.  The  register  on  the  31st 
December,  1957,  was  as  follows  : — 


Children  under  16 
Persons  aged  16-64  . . . 
Persons  aged  65  and  over 


M. 

F. 

...  38 

19 

...  24 

35 

...  8 

30 

Here  again  I  have  included  the  children  although  it  is  very  doubtful  whether,' 
they  should  be  included  in  view  of  the  definition  of  the  Register  which  is  included 
in  the  Ministry’s  model  scheme. 

Mr.  W.  J.  Hammond,  Hon,  Secretary,  has  furnished  the  following  information  : — 

The  Association  celebrated  its  11th  Anniversary  in  June  and  continues  to  func¬ 
tion  for  those  who  are  hard  of  hearing  in  Reading  and  district.  Its  membership 
remains  fairly  stable  ;  although  we  had  quite  a  few  new  members  during  the  year  we 
unforunately  lost  a  number  through  death,  removals  and  illness. 

The  Association  still  works  hard  in  creating  a  friendly  and  social  atmosphere 
towards  those  who  are  handicapped  with  deafness  and  it  continues  to  meet  every 
Monday  evening  at  the  Club  H.Q.— St.  Mary’s  Church  House.  These  meetings 
comprise  lip  reading,  whist  drives,  games,  dancing,  films,  pictorial  talks,  brains 
trusts,  etc.,  and  the  officers  feel  the  members  are  well  catered  for.  They  certainl) 
look  forward  to  their  evenings  together. 

The  officers  have  been  re-elected  as  follows  : — Mr.  Hunt  Williams,  President 
Dr.  Logan  Dahne,  Chairman  ;  Mr.  A.  S.  M.  Robertson,  Vice-Chairman  and  Treasurer 
Mr.  and  Mrs.  Kirkby,  Editors  ;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  W.  J.  Hammond,  Joint  Secret1 
aries  (All  Hon.). 

One  feature  of  note  is  the  quarterly  magazine  which  is  full  of  news  and  is  cir 
culated  to  all  members,  also  to  others  who  are  interested  in  the  Club’s  activities. 

During  1957  there  were  outings  to  The  London  Casino,  Eastbourne  and  neigh: 
bouring  clubs,  also  there  was  a  Mystery  Tour.  We  held  a  very  successful  party  in  th: 
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New  Year  and  we  were  favoured  with  the  presence  of  His  Worship  the  Mayor  and 
Mayoress.  The  Mayor  became  our  patron. 

Coucillor  Wheeler  attended  a  number  of  our  meetings  as  a  representative  of  the 
Council  and  he  also  gave  a  talk  to  us  on  two  occasions.  We  would  welcome  other 
Councillors  and  Reading  borough  officials  to  some  of  our  meetings  and  we  are  sure 
they  would  be  interested  in  our  work. 

In  order  to  raise  funds  for  Outings,  Party,  etc.,  the  members  organised  a  very 
successful  Bring-and-Buy  Sale,  Jumble  Sale  and  Xmas  Draw  from  which  sources  a 
total  revenue  of  over  £90  was  obtained. 

It  is  our  ambition  to  own  our  own  Club  premises  but  the  difficulty,  it  appears, 
is  to  find  a  site  that  is  central.  We  do  feel  that  if  we  are  able  to  accomplish  this,  we 
shall  be  able  to  do  so  much  more  for  the  hard  of  hearing  who  so  much  need 
companionship. 

Reference  will  be  found  in  my  report  on  the  School  Health  Service  to  the  new 
methods  which  we  are  using  in  the  education  of  severely  partially  deaf  children.  It 
seems  to  me  that  before  very  long  special  consideration  will  have  to  be  given  to  the 
arrangements  for  after-care  of  these  children.  I  do  not  think  they  will  fit  in  to  the 
arrangements  for  the  deaf  and  dumb  which  are  carried  out  at  present  by  the  Oxford 
Diocesan  Association.  Nor  do  I  think  the}/  will  fit  in  to  the  arrangements  provided 
by  the  Hard  of  Hearing  Association.  Up  to  the  present  none  of  the  children  trained 
by  these  new  methods  have  come  to  school  leaving  age  and  I  hope  that  within  the 
next  year  or  two  it  will  be  possible  to  continue  with  the  good  work  we  are  doing  in 
the  schools.  But  I  would  like  to  mention  that  the  present  indications  are  that  we 
shall  require  a  different  set-up,  probably  with  different  personnel,  from  that  which 
operates  at  the  moment. 


(c)  Blind.  The  general  arrangements  for  this  work  continued  as  previously  in 
close  collaboration  with  the  Reading  Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind.  In  my 
last  annual  report  I  expressed  my  personal  doubts  about  the  justification  for  contin¬ 
uing  the  blind  welfare  service  as  a  separate  service.  My  experience  during  the  past 
year  has  strengthened  my  views  on  this  subject  and  I  hope  that  before  long  the  matter 
will  be  considered  at  a  high  level.  It  may  be  that  the  Working  Party  on  Social  Work¬ 
ers  which  is  sitting  at  the  moment  will  consider  this  subject.  At  the  same  time  I 
realise  that  there  is  a  strong  tradition  in  favour  of  a  separate  service  and  I  doubt 
whether  there  will  be  any  early  change. 

Miss  Lowe,  the  Blind  Welfare  Officer,  who  also  acts  as  Secretary  for  the  Reading 
Association  for  the  Welfare  of  the  Blind,  has  supplied  the  following  information. 


On  31st  December,  1957,  there  were  232  blind  people  on  the  register,  93  males 
and  139  females.  The  age  groups  are  as  follows  : — 


Male  Female  Total 


1-4  years 
5-15  „ 

16-20  „ 

21-29  „ 

30-39  „ 

40-49  „ 

50-59  „ 

60-69  , , 

70-79  ,, 

80  years  and  over 


1  2  3 


1 

J—m 

1 

...  5 

— 

5 

...  5 

4 

9 

...  8 

7 

15 

...  8 

17 

25 

...  12 

25 

37 

...  26 

38 

64 

...  27 

46 

73 

93 

139 

232 
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Here  again  I  am  doubtful  whether  children  under  16  years  should  be  included 
in  view  of  the  definition  of  a  blind  person  contained  in  the  National  Assistance  Act. 


Age  at  which  Blindness  occurred 


Under  1  year 
1-4  years 
5-15  „ 

16-20  „ 

21-29  „ 

30-39  „ 

40-49  „ 

50-59  „ 

60-69  „ 

70-79  „ 

80  years  and  over 


Male 

Female 

Toi 

10 

13 

23 

— 

3 

3 

5 

2 

7 

4 

1 

5 

5 

2 

7 

5 

10 

15 

8 

11 

19 

8 

25 

33 

15 

21 

36 

22 

26 

48 

11 

25 

36 

93 

139 

232 

During  the  year  there  were  27  new  registrations,  3  transfers-in,  20_  deaths, 
3  transfers-out  to  other  areas,  resulting  in  an  increase  of  7  on  the  total  for  1956. 

Of  the  27  persons  registered  blind  during  the  year  21  were  over  70  years  of  age, 
5  were  over  60  years  and  1  was  a  man  aged  42  years. 


Partially  Sighted  Register.  There  are  104  persons  on  this  register  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  33  males  and  71  females.  The  age  groups  are  as  follows 


5-15  years 
16-20  years  ... 
21-49  years  ... 
50-59  years  . . . 
65  and  over 


Male  Female  Total 


.  4 

3 

7 

.  1 

4 

5 

.  4 

6 

10 

.  4 

8 

12 

.  20 

50 

70 

33 

71 

104 

During  the  year  there  were  21  additions  to  the  register,  3  transfers-in,  5  deaths 
and  5  persons  were  admitted  to  the  blind  register  after  re-examination. 

The  register  is  divided  into  the  following  groups  for  those  aged  16  and  over 

Persons  near  and  prospectively  blind  ...  ...  12 

Persons  mainly  industrially  handicapped  ...  12 

Persons  requiring  observation  only  ...  ...  73 
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A.  Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially-Sighted  Persons  : — 


Cause  of  Disability 


'1)  Number  of  cases  registered  during  the 
year  in  respect  of  which  Section  F  (1)  of 
Forms  B.D.8  recommends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment 

( b )  Treatment 

(Medical,  Surgical  or  Optical)  ... 

Cataract 

4 

13 

Glaucoma 

1 

2 

Retrolental 

Fibroplaxia 

Others 

17 

11 

[2)  Number  of  cases  at  (1)  (b)  above  which 

on  follow-up  action  have  received 

treatment  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

3 

2 

7 

B.  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

(1)  Total  number  of  cases  notified  during  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


Children  (this  information  properly  belongs  to  the  report  on  the  School  Health 
Service  but  it  is  included  here  out  of  interest).  Two  of  the  three  blind  children  are 
away,  one  at  the  Sunshine  Home  at  Leamington  Spa  and  the  other  at  Condo ver  Hall. 
The  third  child  is  receiving  lessons  at  home  and  it  is  anticipated  that  she  will  be 
placed  on  the  partially-sighted  register  after  a  further  eye  test  and,  in  that  case, 
application  will  be  made  for  her  to  go  to  a  partially-sighted  school.  Six  of  the  seven 
partially  sighted  children  are  away  at  school  and  the  seventh  was  until  he  reached 
the  age  of  eleven  when  he  was  accepted  for  a  Grammar  School  and  seems  to  be  getting 
on  well. 

Home  Workers.  The  machine-knitter  and  piano  tuner  have  remained  our  only 
home  workers  for  the  year. 

Rehabilitation  and  Training.  One  adolescent  boy,  after  completing  the  course 
at  Hethersett  has  been  training  to  be  a  shorthand-typist  at  the  Royal  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  Training  Centre  in  London.  He  has  made  good  progress  and 
is  now  to  be  given  some  first-hand  experience  of  office  work  at  the  Royal  National 
Institute  for  the  Blind  before  seeking  employment. 

Only  one  person  has  been  away  for  rehabilitation  during  this  year,  a  married 
woman  who  went  to  Oldbury  Grange  for  a  course  of  social  rehabilitation.  She  enjoyed 
her  time  there  very  much  and  came  back  more  confident  and  better  equipped  to 
continue  some  of  her  household  jobs.  A  partially-sighted  man  went  to  Torquay  at 
the  end  of  December  and  report  on  his  progress  will  be  given  next  year.  It  must,  how¬ 
ever,  be  stated  that  the  Council  is  willing  to  arrange  for  periods  of  rehabilitation 
and  training  for  all  people  who  are  considered  suitable  and  who  are  willing  to  accept 
such  training. 

Employed  Persons.  Twenty-eight  blind  and  partially  sighted  persons  are 
employed  as  shorthand- typists,  factory  operatives,  telephone  operators,  piano  tuners, 
masseurs,  domestic  workers,  etc. 

Walford  House.  A  new  venture  this  year  has  been  the  purchase  of  a  small 
terrace  house  to  provide  three  furnished  bed-sitting  rooms  with  communal  use  of 
kitchen  and  services  for  three  people  having  sufficient  sight  to  look  after  themselves 
under  these  sheltered  conditions.  The  house  is  at  present  being  decorated  and  it  is 
hoped  to  have  the  three  tenants  in  early  next  year.  The  house  is  named  after  Hugh 
Walford,  a  blind  man  who  really  founded  the  present  voluntary  association  in  Reading 
some  40  years  ago. 
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National  Library  and  Talking  Book  Library.  Readers  of  Braille  or  Moon 
embossed  type  enjoy  receiving  their  books  from  the  library.  Cost  of  membership 
is  covered  for  them  by  the  Council’s  subscription  to  the  library. 

Twenty-three  of  our  people  have  Talking  Books  loaned  to  them  and  they  give 
a  great  deal  of  pleasure  to  those  who  have  been  used  to  reading  books.  For  those 
who  have  done  little  reading  the  wireless  programmes  provide  as  much  as  they  want 
of  this  type  of  entertainment. 

Winter  Coal.  Voluntary  funds  again  supplied  gifts  of  coal  to  all  the  Blind 
people,  ranging  from  2  cwt.  each  for  the  younger  ones  to  10  cwts.  for  those  over  70 
years  of  age. 

Holiday  Fund.  Seventy-nine  people  have  saved  up  for  their  holidays  during 
the  year  and  a  total  of  £431  was  paid  out  in  bonus  and  towards  the  cost  of  fares. 
Two  group  holidays  at  Worthing  and  Paignton  were  arranged  again  in  May  and 
special  terms  were  granted  by  the  proprietors  who  are  very  helpful  to  the  blind  folk 
and  do  all  they  can  to  ensure  that  they  enjoy  their  holiday. 


Shop  Sales.  The  amount  from  shop  sales  totals  £305.14.  3,  a  decrease  of  £35 
on  the  previous  year.  We  attribute  this  to  the  increased  competition  provided  by 
firms  who  can  produce  men’s  socks  at  a  lower  price  and  the  more  general  use  of 
plastic  where  canework  was  formerly  used. 

Social  Activities.  The  weekly  pastime  classes  have  continued  throughout  the 
year.  The  men’s  basket  class  meets  on  Mondays  and  Thursdays  (morning  and  after¬ 
noon  on  each  day)  and  the  women’s  class  on  Monday  afternoons,  Wednesday  after¬ 
noon  is  devoted  to  games,  dominoes  and  lexicon  proving  the  most  popular. 

The  monthly  social  club  with  its  committee  of  blind  members  has  arranged 
a  varied  programme  for  the  enjoyment  of  all  tastes.  We  are  indebted  to  members  of 
the  Round  Table  and  Toe  H  for  providing  transport  for  this  and  other  social  events 
throughout  the  year. 

During  the  summer,  outings  were  arranged  to  Bognor  and  Brighton  and 
half-day  trips  to  Wallingford  and  Virginia  Water  and  to  Basildon  at  the  invitai 
tion  of  the  Women’s  Institute.  The  Garden  Party  was  held  in  the  grounds  of  Park- 
hurst  Hostel  and  was  attended  by  approximately  200  blind  people  and  guides  whe 
sought  the  shade  of  the  trees  on  one  of  the  hottest  days  we  had.  The  Mayor  walked 
round  talking  to  the  people  individually  as  the  usual  opening  ceremony  was  aban¬ 
doned  because  of  the  heat.  The  warden,  staff  and  residents  of  the  hostel  all  helped  ; 
us  to  have  an  enjoyable  afternoon. 

We  are  indebted  to  a  number  of  people,  societies  and  firms  who  render  service 
in  many  and  varied  ways  all  of  which  help  to  make  life  easier  and  brighter  for  the , 
blind  folk  of  this  town. 

(c)  REPORT  OF  CONSULTING  OPHTHALMIC  SURGEON 

Mr.  G.  T.  Willoughby-Cashell ,  F.R.C.S.,  has  given  the  following  report  iii 
connection  with  his  work  during  the  year  : — 

During  1957,  53  patients,  10  more  than  in  1956,  were  examined  for  admission  t<i 
the  blind  register.  Of  these  6  had  been  previously  examined. 
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Blind 

Not  Blind 

Partially 

Sighted 

Total 

ataract  ... 

7 

3 

7 

17 

laucoma 

2 

— 

2 

4 

yopia  ... 

4 

— 

2 

6 

i.etinal  Conditions 

6 

— 

3 

9 

longenital  Conditions  ... 

— 

— 

1 

1 

ifective  Conditions 

— 

— 

3 

3 

legenerative  conditions 

7 

— 

4 

11 

ajury 

1 

1 

— 

2 

27 

4 

22 

53 

Ages 

Under  20  40-50  60-70  70-80  80-100 

1  1  12  19  20 

Cataract.  Of  the  7  patients  blind  from  cataract  5  were  recommended  for  opera- 
ion,  one  of  whom  refused  it.  Of  the  remaining  2  patients  one  was  complicated  by 
aacula  degeneration  and  diabetes  and  one  by  arterio  sclerosis  and  hemianopia. 
)f  the  partially  sighted  patients  3  had  had  successful  cataract  extractions,  operation 
in  2  patients  was  inadvisable  on  account  of  their  general  condition,  and  one  patient 
tad  a  hemianopia  following  cerebral  thrombosis. 

Glaucoma.  One  of  the  two  patients  blind  from  glaucoma  had  had  operations 
•n  both  eyes  retaining  good  vision  in  one  but  with  a  very  small  field.  The  second 
Lad  had  a  cataract  extraction  in  addition  to  operations  for  glaucoma. 

One  of  the  partially  sighted  patients  had  narrow  angle  glaucoma  in  one  eye 
vith  choroido-retinitis  and  retinal  detachment  and  low  tension  glaucoma  with  fair 
dsion  in  the  other.  The  second  patient  had  sought  advice  too  late  ;  one  eye  was  in 
i  state  of  absolute  glaucoma  when  first  seen.  Operation  had  retained  a  certain  amount 
i)f  vision  in  the  other  eye. 

Myopia.  Of  the  4  patients  blind  from  myopia  one  was  complicated  by  cataract 
ind  choroido-retinal  degeneration,  one  by  cataract  on  which  it  is  proposed  to  operate, 
>ne  by  cataract  and  secondary  glaucoma  in  one  eye  and  iritis  in  the  other  and  the 
ourth  by  squint  with  amblyopia.  One  of  the  partially  sighted  patients  had  had 
bilateral  cataract  extraction. 

Retinal  Conditions.  The  retinal  condition  in  four  of  these  blind  patients  was 
lue  to  diabetes,  in  another  to  hereditary  pigmentary  degeneration  and  in  the  sixth 
o  chocoiditis  due  to  congenital  specific  disease.  In  two  of  the  partially  sighted 
patients  the  condition  was  hereditary  and  the  third  was  due  to  retinal  detachment. 

Congenital  Conditions.  This  patient  was  a  child  with  congenital  cataracts. 

Infective  Conditions.  Of  the  three  partially  sighted  patients  in  this  category 
)ne  was  suffering  from  interstitial  keratitis,  one  from  corneal  ulceration  and  one  from 
‘osaceae  keratitis. 
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Degenerative  Conditions.  All  the  blind  and  partially  sighted  patients  in: 
this  category  were  suffering  from  macula  degeneration,  one  of  the  partially  sighted 
having  the  disciform  variety. 


Injury.  The  blind  patient  had  a  lens  dislocated  by  trauma  in  one  eye  and  arterior: 
sclerotic  retinopathy  in  the  other.  The  partially  sighted  patient  was  said  to  have 
had  an  injury  to  one  eye  in  childhood. 


(d)  OTHER  CLASSES  OF  HANDICAPPED  PERSONS 

Mrs.  Janet  Snow,  the  Welfare  Officer  for  this  particular  section  of  the  depart¬ 
ment  has  submitted  the  following  report  : — - 


Total  number  on  Register  ...  308 


Total  number  assisted 


185 


Children  under  16 
Persons  aged  16-64 
Persons  aged  65  and  over 


Total 


Male 

Female 

3 

2 

68 

77 

15 

20 

86 

99 

185 


Detail  of  type  of  Assistance  provided 


Number  of  Cases 


Appliances  (nursing  equipment,  aids,  gadgets) 

Adaptations  to  Dwellings  . 

Employment  and  Training 
Accommodation  (hostels,  homes) 

Transport 

Housing  (investigations  :  rehousing) 

Referred  to  Occupational  Therapist 
Welfare  Visits  (regular  supervision,  general  advice) 
Referred  to  other  agencies  (Red  Cross  Social  Club, 
D.R.O.,  British  Legion,  etc.) 

Convalescence  ... 


35 

15 

8 

5 

31 

15 

71 

90 

67 

1 


Classification  of  Disabilities 


A/E 

F 

G 

H/L 

Q/T 

V 

u/w 

X 

Y 
Z 


1957  Total  on  Register 

20 
50 
13 
46 
27 
121 
18 
3 
5 
11 


314 
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1  'ouping 


A 

B 

C 

D 

E 


1957  Total  on  Register 


24 

50 

22 

195 

17 


308 


i  le  key  to  this  classification  is  as  follows  : — 

A/E  ^Amputation 

F  =  Arthritis  and  Rheumatism 

G  =  Congenital  Malformations  and  Deformities 

H/L  =  Diseases  of  the  Digestive  and  Genito-Urinary  systems:  of  the  heart  or 
circulatory  system  :  of  the  respiratory  system  (other  than  tuber¬ 
culosis)  and  of  the  skin 

Q/T  =Injuries  of  the  head,  face,  neck,  thorax,  abdomen,  pelvis  or  trunk. 

Injuries  or  diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis)  of  the  upper  and  lower 
limbs  and  of  the  spine 


V  =  Organic  nervous  disease — Epilepsy,  disseminated  sclerosis,  poliomye¬ 

litis,  hemiplegia,  sciatica,  etc. 

U/W  = Neuroses— Psychoses  and  other  nervous  and  mental  disorders  not 
included  in  V 

X  =  Tuberculosis  (respiratory) 

Y  =  Tuberculosis  (non-respiratory) 

Z  =  Diseases  and  injuries  not  specified  above 


ersons  16  and  upwards  : — 


Grouping 


A  =  Capable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions 

B  =  Incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions  but  mobile  and 

capable  of  work  in  sheltered  workshops 

C  =  Incapable  of  work  under  ordinary  industrial  conditions  and  insufficiently 

mobile  for  work  in  sheltered  workshops  but  capable  of  work  at 
home 

D  =  Incapable  of  or  not  available  for  work 

E  =  Children  under  the  age  of  16  years  whose  needs  are  likely  to  be  met 

under  other  enactments  but  for  whom  the  local  authority  have  a 
general  responsibility  under  section  29  of  the  National  Assistance 
Act  1948 

Deceased  during  1957 — 17 

Reviewing  the  work  of  this  section,  it  is  noted  that  while  there  is  an  increase 
i  numbers  referred  over  last  year,  it  is  not  as  considerable  as  the  previous  year.  I 
rould  like  to  feel  that  we  have,  in  fact,  caught  up  with  some  of  the  neglected  and 
>ng  standing  problems  that  were  present  among  handicapped  persons  before  assist- 
nce  could  be  provided  under  this  section  of  the  Act.  Not  that  one  has  cause  to  feel 
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that  everything  that  can  be  done  is  being  done.  One  thing  is  becoming  evident, 
is  not  enough  to  halt  a  progressive  disease  or  cure  an  acute  symptom  if  the  pers 
is  left  unable  to  lead  an  independent,  useful,  happy  life.  The  Welfare  Services  mi 
accept  these  advances  as  a  stimulus  to  step  in  and  provide  both  from  voluntary 
well  as  statutory  sources  the  necessary  assistance  towards  the  normal  life.  Therefc 
it  will  be  realised  that  leisure  activities  as  well  as  work  should  be  available  for  perse 
who  by  nature  of  their  physical  disability  are  unable  to  avail  themselves  from  norn 
sources. 

Regular  visits  are  now  made  each  month  by  parties  of  severely  handicaps 
persons  to  a  private  showing  of  films  at  a  centrally  situated  cinema  where  refre:: 
ments  are  also  provided  through  the  kindness  of  the  management.  Transport,  wh: 
is  an  essential  part  of  any  outside  activity  for  such  people,  is  kindly  provided  by  1 
Rotary  Club  whose  unstinted  voluntary  help  is  greatly  appreciated. 

The  Red  Cross  Social  Club  is  another  source  of  considerable  pleasure  and  gro 
in  membership  each  month. 

But  a  reasonable  home  and  job  are  just  as  important  to  a  disabled  person  as 
a  fit  person.  Accommodation  still  remains  a  difficult  problem.  With  the  ovei 
shortage,  no  building  programme  specially  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  handicapped  c 
be  undertaken.  Adaptation,  alteration  of  existing  property  must  be  the  meth 
Many  real  bars  to  normal  living  can  be  overcome  by  the  introdution  of  ramps,  ra 
different  types  of  locks  on  a  door,  taps  in  a  basin.  It  is  also  necessary  to  extend  i 
assistance  outside  the  home.  Where  invalid  tricycles  are  in  use,  help  is  given 
levelling  ground  and  preparing  the  site  to  receive  the  vehicle  and  garage.  Cl 
co-operation  is  maintained  with  the  Ministry  of  Health  whose  continuous  effc 
on  behalf  of  the  welfare  of  the  handicapped  deserve  special  praise.  In  this  resp 
a  special  mention  should  also  be  made  of  our  own  Architect’s  and  Surveyor’s  Depa 
ments.  They  devote  considerable  time  and  skill  to  overcome  difficulties  and 
devious  ways  easing  the  day-to-day  living  problems  of  a  disabled  person. 

Every  effort  was  made  by  the  Disablement  Settlement  Officer  to  return  disab 
persons  to  their  former  occupations  or  offer  re-training.  Where  this  proved  impossil 
work  was  found  for  a  few  people  in  open  employment  due  to  the  practical  sympat 
shown  by  some  heads  of  industry,  We  appreciate  their  interest.  Further  help 
given  by  them  in  providing  work  which  could  be  done  under  the  supervision  of 
Occupational  Therapist  at  the  patient’s  home  or  in  the  Occupational  Therapy  Cent 
This  has  been  of  great  benefit  particularly  to  the  men.  A  full  report  of  all  the  ot 
work  done  by  the  Occupational  Therapist  appears  elsewhere,  but  it  should  be  no 
that  more  could  be  done  if  larger  and  more  convenient  premises  were  available. 


(e)  Occupational  Therapy.  At  present  this  is  carried  out  in  very  unsa: 
factory  premises  at  31a  London  Street.  Discussions  took  place  with  officers  of 
Ministry  of  Health  about  plans  for  building  a  centre  in  the  grounds  of  Parkhu 
This  will  be  a  one-storey  building  and  it  is  hoped  that  permission  will  be  given 
commence  building  during  the  financial  year  1958-59.  Unfortunately,  I  can  give 
guarantee  about  this  date  since  this  is  one  of  the  projects  which  is  being  affected: 
the  present  financial  stringency.  I  would  like  to  pay  special  tribute  to  the  work  wh 
Miss  Turner,  Occupational  Therapist,  has  carried  out  under  such  difficulties. 

Miss  D.  J.  Turner  reports  as  follows  : — 

Work  has  continued  in  the  Occupational  Therapy  Department  throughout 
year.  Just  over  20  patients,  those  unable  to  attend  the  class,  have  done  some  fc! 
of  occupational  therapy  at  home  and  about  32  have  been  coming  to  a  class  for 
afternoon  per  week.  All  of  them  appear  to  enjoy  coming  and  mixing  with  others  \ 
are  similarly  handicapped  and  nothing  but  illness  or  very  severe  weather  keeps  th 
away. 
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As  there  are  more  men  than  women  the  work  of  the  part-time  carpenter  is  much 
predated  and  we  badly  need  a  larger  department  so  that  more  patients  could  be 
commodated  and  greater  facilities  available. 

Articles  which  are  not  absorbed  by  the  patients  themselves,  or  by  the  Department 
e  sent  to  the  local  Helping  Hand  Shop.  Over  100,  of  different  types,  have  been 
Id  there  during  the  past  twelve  months.  It  has  also  been  possible  to  provide  the 
dients  with  some  form  of  light  assembly  work  for  which  a  small  remuneration  is 
yen  by  the  firms  concerned.  This  is  found  to  be  a  valuable  form  of  group  therapy. 

In  the  autumn  patients  who  were  interested  were  taken  to  a  matinee  performance 
'  ”  The  Reluctant  Debutante  ”  at  the  Everyman  Theatre. 

In  July  a  coach  party  was  made  up,  and  an  excursion  taken  to  Hindhead,  where 
«a  was  provided. 

,  At  Christmas,  a  party  was  held  in  the  hut  at  the  British  Red  Cross  Headquarters, 
Imdon  Road.  The  patients  had  tea  and  a  present  each.  Entertainments  were  given, 
me  by  the  patients  themselves  and  by  friends,  some  by  All  Saints’  boys’  choir. 

These  were  made  possible  by  grants — with  the  patients  paying  something 
..wards  the  cost. 

(/)  Helping  Hand  Shop.  More  information  is  available  this  year  about  the 
:elping  Hand  Shop.  It  has  been  open  for  12  months,  staffed  by  voluntary  helpers 
l  four  days  of  each  week.  The  premises  are  provided  and  maintained  by  the  Local 
uthority.  This  shop,  centrally  situated,  is  proving  itself  an  essential  part  of  the 
i.rvice  which  provides  Occupational  Therapy  for  disabled  people.  Goods  have  been 
Id  producing  the  return  of  £453  to  approximately  80  makers,  10  Societies  and 
i  cupational  therapy  departments.  Without  this  channel  for  the  sale  of  goods,  it 
ould  be  extremely  difficult  to  dispose  of  such  quantities  of  skilfully  made  articles. 

We  were  pleased  to  be  able  to  show  this  establishment  to  Mr.  Richard  Thompson, 
irliamentary  Secretary  to  the  Ministry  of  Health  during  a  visit  he  paid  to  Reading. 

ECTION  31— CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS 

(a)  Meals  on  Wheels.  The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  meals  supplied 
/  the  W.V.S.  during  the  year  : — 


January  ...  ...  ...  889 

February  ...  ...  ...  784 

March  ...  ...  ...  820 

April  ...  ...  ...  805 

May  ...  ...  ...  ...  878 

June  ...  ...  ...  ...  792 

July  ...  ...  ...  ...  835 

August  ...  ...  ...  826 

September  ...  ...  ...  841 

October  ...  ...  ...  1,036 

November  ...  ...  ...  936 

December  ...  ...  ...  892 


10,334 


These  meals  are  in  addition  to  those  which  are  provided  by  the  Home  Helps 
firing  the  normal  course  of  their  duties.  Home  Helps  provide  just  under  1,000  meals 
rer  week. 

Once  again  it  is  a  pleasure  to  record  my  thanks  to  the  W.V.S.  for  their  cheerful 
i  id  willing  help  during  the  year. 
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(b)  Chiropody  Service.  The  Old  People’s  Welfare  Committee  of  the  Coun 
of  Social  Service  continued  to  provide  a  chiropody  service  for  elderly  people  at  t 
Star  Lane  Clinic  on  Wednesday  mornings.  During  the  year  ended  31st  Decemb 
1957,  172  people  attended  the  clinic  and  571  treatments  were  given. 

The  service  assists  these  people  to  have  treatment  by  a  qualified  chiropod 
which  they  could  not  afford  to  pay  for  in  the  normal  way. 

Free  use  of  the  Star  Lane  Clinic  granted  by  the  borough  council,  together  wi 
a  grant  from  the  National  Corporation  for  the  Care  of  Old  People,  and  donatic 
from  the  Sunday  Cinema  Fund  and  others,  enabled  this  service  to  be  provided 
a  moderate  charge  of  2/6  per  treatment.  Applications  for  appointments  are  made 
the  Secretary  of  the  Committee  at  Watlington  House. 


SECTION  37— REGISTRATION  OF  HOMES  FOR  OLD  PEOPLE 


At  the  end  of  the  year  nine  Homes  were  registered  in  Reading  as  provid: 
Homes  for  caring  for  aged  and  infirm  people. : — 

107  Connaught  Road  ...  ...  ...  ...  4  places 

8  Southcote  Road 


106  Wokingham  Road 
51  Tilehurst  Road 
Springfield  St.  Luke’s 
272  Wokingham  Road 
4  College  Road 
31  Alexandra  Road 
62  Kidmore  Road 


4 

18 

6 

23 

28 

6 

14 

6 

3 


SECTION  47— REMOVAL  TO  SUITABLE  PREMISES  OF  PEOPLE 
NEED  OF  CARE  AND  ATTENTION 

The  Department  has,  of  course,  had  a  number  of  extremely  difficult  cases 
deal  with  during  the  past  year,  but  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  take  action  in 
Courts  as  allowed  under  this  Section. 

SECTION  50— BURIAL  OR  CREMATION  OF  THE  DEAD 


During  the  year  there  have  been  6  cremations  (4  male  and  2  female)  arran; 
by  the  Department  under  this  Section. 


MISCELLANEOUS  ITEMS 

Cremation.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  the  Medical  Referee  to  the  Read 


Crematorium.  The  following  table  gives  an  idea  of  the  steady  increase  in  the  num 
of  cremations  over  the  last  thirteen  years. 


1957 

1956 

1955 

1954 

1953 

1952 

1951 

1950 

1949 

1948 

1947 

1946 

1945 


1,270 

1,210 

992 

869 

891 

675 

763 

576 

524 

444 

407 

344 

378 


416  (32.6%)  of  those  cremated  were  borough  residents  and  854  (67.4%)  came  f 
outside  the  borough,  32.52%  of  the  residents  of  the  borough  who  died  were  crema; 
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Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  The  valuable  work  of  the  Public  Health 
laboratory  Service  continued  throughout  the  year  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  Dr. 
Vood,  Director  of  the  Reading  Laboratory  for  his  help  and  co-operation  on  many 
iccasions.  Unfortunately  it  is  not  possible  to  present  particulars  of  examinations 
vddch  applied  only  to  Reading. 


Nursing  Homes.  At  the  end  of  the  year  5  nursing  homes  were  registered, 
)roviding  accommodation  for  13  maternity  patients  and  62  others.  All  homes  were 
nspected  during  the  year. 


Dunedin 
Easterbrook  . . . 
Helena  Home 
Whiteknights 
Chiltern  Maternity 


20  beds 

14 
14 
14 
13 


9  9 


9  9 


9  9 


Nursery  and  Child  Minders  Act,  1948.  At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  two 
3hild  Minders  including  one  day  nursery  registered  in  the  town  in  respect  of  48 
:hildren.  There  is  nothing  special  to  report  under  this  heading. 

International  Certificates.  During  the  year  661  International  Certificates 
)f  Vaccination  were  authenticated. 


